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Armies and Politics 

JackWoddis 

Military or quasi-military regimes govern through terror and 
corruption in many parts of the world, including Chile, South Korea, 
Indonesia, and Iran. On the other hand, military governments 

elsewhere have carried through progressive programmes of land 
reform, nationalised foreign monopolies, and taken a stand against 
imperialism and feudalism. In Portugal the army actually played a 

• key role in ending forty years of fascist rule. These developments
have made the question of the political role of the armed forces a
crucial issue. In this Marxist study, separate chapters are devoted
to detailed examination, often on the basis of unpublished source

material, of the background and the events of the most important
military coups of the past fifteen years: Indonesia, Sudan, Chile.
The volume concludes with an appraisal of changes in the attitude
of the Left towards the military, particularly in Western Europe,
with special consideration of the relevance of these new ideas -
challenging orthodoxy left and right - to the present situation in
Britain and Northern Ireland.
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