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ANOTHER FEBRUARY IS INEVITABLE

—____-_——_———-_—_—

In our issue of September 1979 we wrote "a bright future 1s
awaiting the Ethiopian people and their revolution, A new
rise in the tide of the revolution is inevitable and the day
of another February is not very far. That is what the objec-

tive conditions of today will be leading to, We are sure
that however gomplex and protracted the coming struggle may be

irrespective of the great sacrifices that our heroic people
have yet to bear, they will certainly defeat all internal

and external reactionary forces and build a democratic, free
and non-aligned Ethiopia®,

Six years have now elapsed since the unprecedented revolution-
ary mass movement that led to the three-~year uninterrupted
transformation of the Ethiopian society broke out in Febru-
ary 1974, Those eventful years will always hold an indis-

pensable place in the history of the Ethiopian peoples'
revolution,

The situation in Ethiopia today, and, in fact, since 1977
is radically different from that of 1974, At that time and

until the first quarter of 1977 the Ethiopian society was
undergoing an overall revolutionary convulsion, Today,

Ethiopia is creeping in a state of terror, repression, na-

tional oppression and humiliation of its national indepen-
dence,

It is now a well known fact that, as a consequence of the
military regime's anti-democratic rule s More than 30,000
,Qemocrats, patriots and national liberation militants are
;anggishing in the overcrowded prisons of the Derg. Hundreds
have lpst ‘their lives, Hundreds of thousands (over a million
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accord.’mq to figures of the UNHCR) have fled h. E
Others have been forced to live under ground i -~
escape persecution, The different democratic paq, it
tions have been arbitrarily liquidated and Ireduced 1, mnia...
, buruucratic organs, This continuous repression “» &nti_e
~ democratic rule of the Derg has recently been offi. fa11y
izod by the proclamation issued to establish the .
& ~called Co gsion to Org anize the Party of the Workip,
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~ illegal and an ‘individual with a different view than the
 Pres ‘éomd to a penalty that varies from 3 tep
ar impri ‘t to death
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, th 8, Tigres and in Britrea is continuously

borts of indiscriminate bombings of villages
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> rea :! ~the outside world.Hundreds of intellectuals
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ms ted by the Derg and others are being
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ot i - and the 20-year "Friendship Treaty”

B ' Lis t:f‘ ! 1.56 L

Ry T helping the counter-revolutionaIy
ﬁﬁw repression, It has also becomé $0
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verted puppet regime) but a
economic and social lives of the coun

of the Soviet bloc countries,

In view of the growing mass opposition against the
its foreign allies and the vital place Ethiopia holds in the

Soviet global military and economic strategy it is very pOS~—
sible that the Soviet bloc countries will one day resort to
an open military control of the country. The disgraceful
aggression against Afghanistan by the USSR, which ME'ISONE
strongly condemns, should be taken as a good lesson as well
as a warning, The presence of about 20.000 Cuban fighting
troops and other Soviet and East German high=ranking military
experts on Ethiopian soil should be viewed from this angle,
The risk that Ethiopia will be another Afghanistan should

not be overlooked,

The economic and social reforms that were paid in blood and
souls and started giving fruit during the first years of

the revolution have been redirected by the military bureau-
‘cracy not to remed the peoples' problems but to maintain

the lavish living styles of the ruling Derg and its allies,
Consequently food, housing and health conditions are conti=-
nuously deteriorating, Famine is s£riking the people all over
the country; the main victims this time being the people
living in the southern provinces, Faced with these colossal
social and economic problems the Derg and its foreign allies
are continuing to rob money from the people by different
coercive measures and directing the country's wealth to

build an oppressive apparatus to suppress any democratic
and patriotic movement,

i

Reactionaries resort to repressive means because they vainly
believe that they can annihilate a peoples' struggle, But

what happens in actual fact is just the opposite, Reactio-
~haries might be capable of temporarily weakening of peoples'
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another Febru-

fore, one may say that Ethiopia is pregnant of

ary whose birth is inevitable in the near future.

ME' ISONE, upon which the historical responsibility of leader-
ship is succumbed 1is consistently struggling both within and
outside the country in order to prepare€ the conditions necesS-
sary to defend and advance the revolution to 1its complition.
We are sure that the Ethiopian people will get the support

of all progressive and freedom loving forces in the common
struggle for peace, democracy, national independence and

socialism.



AN INTERVIEW TO THE B.B.C.
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The following is the text of an interview gjyej, to the
B.B.C by comrade Negede Gobezie, foreign affairs SPokesman

of the ME'ISONE. It was played on the programme of ng, bin
on Africa” on the 31 December 1979, and on "This wee) and

Africa" on Saturday 5-1-80 in the morning and afterpgg,
programmes .

B.B.C's INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERVIEW

ME'ISONE, one of the left wing groups in Ethiopia that
has found itself in opposition to the ruling Council, the
Derg, is claiming that its supporters are still beeing ar-
rested and that thousands are being held in jail. In the
~ early days, after the military coup five years ago, ME'ISONE
- Cooperated with the Derg. But in 1977, ME'ISONE fell:out
- with the Derg accusing it of abandoning the principles of
- the 1 Democratic Revolution Programme and went under
- ground. ME'ISONE was then badly hut by the Derg's Red Terror
~ Campaign and: many of its leaders and supporters were rou-
P PR ea Up and detained. One ME'ISONE leader who escaped the
b Red {Terroﬂ was Dr.Negede Gobezie who is now ME'ISONE's

- oreign affairs spoksman. Patrick Gilks asked him why

* "I8% In fact are your differences with the PMAC ?

This Programme, which we still consider

guide line for the Ethiopian revolutlon
) many politiecyo" People including the right to 0rga-
. * I t provides 'the righ t for
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respected all these. But starting from April 1977 it became
clear that the Derg was betraying all this committments.

And given this fact the choice we had at that time was either
to accept this betrayal and maintain our alliance or break

this alliance and go underground.

P.G. Not too many of your people were arrested in August 77
but subsequently the next year there was a red_terror
organized by the government and the other organizations

against ME'ISONE or against people thought to belong to
ME!'ISONE., Did you loose a lot of people in this red terroz?

N.Ge I think it would be fair to say first that the red
terror was not organized against ME'ISONE alone. 1t was

organized against all opposition to the military. It was
organized to terrorize the whole Ethiopian people into sub-
mission. Hundreds and specially from among the youth and the
workers have perished during this period and many others
were forced into exile. Thousands, among whom we have 20,000
comrades were thrown into the Derg's jails.

Some people tend to think that with the red terror
period over in March 1978, the Derg has grown less repressive
and that things have deveiopped for the better in Ethiopia.
In fact a new and more subtle repression, specially and
mainly directed against ME'ISONE and patriotic and democratic
forces has developped in the country. I think it is impor-
tant to note this point because out of the 20.000 prisoners
that we have in the Derg's jails, more than half were arres-

- ted after the end of the "red terror" period.

P.G. So in a sense arrests are still going on ?

N.G. Yes they are still going on.
P.G. And killings ?

N,G..Kil}gggs, not as theynused to be during the "red terror"
periode.

P.G. Given the number of people whom you say have been ar-

rested and killed during the "red terror" period and
subsequently do you still have a functional organization
inside Ethiopia ? I mean how strong would you say ME'ISONE
actually is now ?

N.,G. We can't deny that the organization has been weakened,
but we have now a completly secret leadership which

works smoothly and we continue, even under this repression

to put out our paper "The Voive of the Masses", We are re-

organizing the cells in the factories, in the kebelles, in

government offices, in schools., We are ver carefully wor
within the army and the militia. We are noZ3 you kno&, regigg

engaged in organizational and political tasks. H
should say that a lot remains to be done. R ok




s do you think that there is any chap.,

i
P.G. 'sgxegfai':c;:oiliation between you and the Derg, the

military council ?

we are fighting for the realization of
RS giéiryggj:g:ives. We allied ourselves with the Derq
when we thought that this would advance the cause of the
Ethiopian revolution. We broke this alliance when we con-
sidered that it was self defeating. The Derg taken as whole
is no more considered by Ethiopian progressiv?s as a demo-
cratic and patriotic foree and no reconciliation is Possible

with it.

P.G. Now, you yourself returned some months after ME ' ISONE

had in fact gone underground and you returned in secre+
and spent a little time in the Cuban embassy in Addis Abehbs
was this in fact an attempt at reconciliation and were you’
going back to try and see if there can be any agreement bet-
ween you and the Derg.

N.G. The Cubansat that time took the initiative to help in
| negociations between the progressive elements within
the Derg and ME'ISONE. We were not opposed to negociations.
But we had our principled positions for this negociations,
W_e demanded the release of all progressive prisoners incluy-
ding those democrats and patriots who were not members of
our organization. We wanted a return to unity on the
basis of the National Democratic Revolution Programme .- But

the rightists within the De
conciliation. I'g opposed this attempt at re-

P.G. You could'nt find en ERPUR
within the Derg 7 ough support for reconciliation

N.G. No we did'nt.

Ct are ME'ISONE's relationships
relations with these




P.G. Do you in fact cooperate with other organizations who
= are opposed to the Derg ?

N.G. You see, there are two kinds of opposition to the mi-
= litary. As a matter of principle cooperation with the
rightist opposition, the Ethiopian Democratic Union and other
forces that we consider as reactionaries is out of question
for us. But we have made a call to all progressive and demo-
cratic forces to unite on the basis of the National Democra-
tic Revolution Programme of April 1976, and to coordinate
their struggle for democracy and the national indepedence

of Ethiopia. At this early stage, all we can say is that the
response we have received from these democratic and patrio-

tic forces is really encouraging.

P.G. Do you actually see any possibility of a successfull
broad based opposition movement taking over from the

military regime ?

N.G. Will you see, there is actually a broad based opposition
to the military regime. It exists. There is no region in

Ethiopia where the people are not rising in defense of their

revolutionary victories gained during the years 1974-77. The

problem, I think, is not one of the inexistence of this

broad based opposition but of its unity. We are trying to

bring all these forces, all this democrats, all these patriots

‘into a truly national revolutionary front on the bases of

the National Democratic Revolution Programme of 1976.

P.G. Who would be organizing, who would run this front, is
' it a vehicle for ME'ISONE to try to take power itself ?

N.Ge No. It will be a national front in which all democratic
and patriotic forces could participate equaly.

- P.G. Negede Gobézie of the Ethiopian opposition movement :
ME ' ISONE .

B, HAVE YOU READ OUR LAST ISSUE ?

- MThe March 1980 issue of "New Ethiopia" contains the
- Jfull text of the interview given to two foreign jour~
- [Jnalists by FREWE ABAYNEH, a representative ef the un-

lderground leadership of ME'ISONE at a meeting in

JAddis Abeba in September 1979. It gives a brief out-
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- Jits position on the Eritrean question, etc. If you
have not read this historical document, please write
~us. We shall send you a copy.
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STATEMENTS = PRESS RELEASE - STATEMENIS « PRESS RELEASE

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF ME'ISONE ISSUES STATEMENT ON THE SO

L) S ssion to Organize the Party o e Working People

- In a statement issued in Addis Ababa on the 20th of december
1979, the "Voice of the Masses™ the central organ of ME'isone,

denounced the newly created "Commission to erganize the Party

of the Working People of Ethiopia™ and dismissed it as an instrument
of oppression of the Ethiopian people in the hands of the reaction |
civil and military bureaucracy and the soviet bloc countries, i

- In this statement issued by the central committee of
nization; ME'ISONE asserted that it will not recognize thi:hgommission
and the so-called working class party that is Supposed to come out

il as a genuine party representing the working class of Ethiopia

Stead it pledged to continue the struggle for the recognition of .

full democratic rights for the Ethiopi .
to organize political parties. sas People including the right
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emocrats and patriots still 1aygl to

ES. 976, the revoluti '
"‘?‘Pendence of the motherlagg,and to the cause of
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B 6 e ationai Dere. "i1story dictatorshis

1tinue t onal Democ ratic Revolution
B ST rf ' for a democratic Ethiopiad
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W THE SOVIET INVASION OF AFGANISTAN

~o
ol

d forces invaded
7¢h of december 1979 the Soviet arme

Oge’::gigi state of Afganistan and imposed upon the peogle of
| tgissgountry a puppet governement led by lNr. Babrak Karmals,

d arrogant invasion, which clearly exposes
the hzgttsnogﬁtiﬁ ggsignesgof the soviet authorities, has beenut
tly and unanimously condemned by the International communiltiy
righ particularly by the vast majority of the non-aligned
: untries of Africa, Asia and Latin America. It has been
E d:nounced by all peace-loving forces as a naked violation

- tv of an independant state and as an act
E gnmr;ozgr:ﬁ.nszandams and rules of international relations.
p _.

' ’ ’ A
e very few governments that approved this ac A
mrcmgg 2 findrythe Ethiopian Derg which already has'provzd
it“lf to be a puppet of the soviet bloc countries. This ac
of submission of the Ethiopian government, serious and dangerous
as it is to the national independance of our countiry, PIOVesS
| bef aﬁy shadow of doubt that today's Ethiopia is fast turning

into a satellite of the Soviet Union.,

7 ok - situation all the more serious and dangerous
for tr Eihiﬁ;:latgi;eople when one considers the fact that.thg
Bcrqw signed in November 1978 a so=called Treaty of Frienc-
hip w le Soviet Union similar to that invoked by the
to justify its invasion of Afganistan.

%
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ship with

5 sal? fur This nTreaty of Friendship”; the thousands of Cuban and
vyt Boviet t s already stationed on Ethiopian soil; the 3

" esistance of some traitors within and outside the Derg tna

. are completely won over by the soviet authorities and now tge

. isolation from the international community as a result of l’_cl e

. stand taken by the military government all add up to put the

S . ountry to that perpetrated against the

" That is why ME'ISONE is calling upon the Ethiopian people

et lance and to intensify their struggle
iy PRkl vigi. anc‘ overeignty of the motherlands 11;1
the brotherly people of Afganistan ME'ISONE
g the shameful and inimical
the Ethiopian people in their fight for democracy
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4cally condemnes this act of aggression
tat authoritie s and together with the non-
11 other peace loving forces demands
- . * YO DS fm Afga'rlj'Stal 2
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HE FOREIGN SECTION OF ME'ISONE ON THE NEW
: 50

JN LI 11OP 1/

A new wave of repression and arrests, particularly
directed against personalities and the youth belonging to
the CROMO nationality is raging over Ethiopia since the
beginning of February 1980,

Those arrested include prominent figures like Mr., ZEGEYE
ASFAWE who as minister of land reform from 1974 to 1979 played
a crucial role in the initiation and implementation of the
land reform proclamation of March 1975, At the time of his
arrest he was the minister of justice and a prominent member
of the newly established "Commission to Organize the Party
of the Working People of Ethiopia™ others arrested include
Mr, ABYOU GELETTA and Mr, ABABIYA ABAJOBIR who were governors
of the WOLLEGA and KAFFA regions respectively. Mr., IBSSA GUTENA
the permanent secretary of the ministry of communications
and dozens of students of the Addis Abeba University have

also been victim of this latest wave of arrests in the country.

This manifestation of crude chauvinism is the logical

result of the growing counter-revolution in Ethiopia and

follows the long series of arrests, summary executions and
persecution that has developped in the country after 1977.

It is part and parcel of the general policy of repression

directed against all democratic and patriotic forces on the
Ethiopian political scene. It is yet another manifestation

of the inherent incapacity of the counter-revolutionary and
chauvinist Derg, to appease or contain the democratic opposition
that is developping in practically all the regions of the country.
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e ml'y established "Commission to Organize the
 Creation of ﬂ};a counter-revolutionary body did not bring
16 8Tabllity des] red by the Derg,
O "* yinq that ME'ISONE which has always
“in their e1-rhiopian people and the oppressed
Z: :  ” j for democ racy, equality and
vs to poncemns this new wave of repression -

~v99-€ Would create the necessary con-
ovieém of nationalities in a democratic
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nSOCIALISM® MEANS UNEMPLOYEMENT, INFLATION AND FAMINE

WHEN

News reaching from Ethiopia are more and more confirming
the fact that under the Derg's "socialism" the country 1is
drifting into an ever deepening economic crisis. Even if we
look at figures given by the government's Central Statistical
office we get the following grim picture-which is of course
a far cry from the country's bitter realities.

- The overall price index for 1979 as compared to that of
1978 shows that prices have gone up by 30%during the year.
Income taxes and indirect taxeshave gone up Dy 24 .9% and

31 ,5% respectively : the deficit in the country's balance of

payments has increased to 432.1 million Birr etc.

- the primary victims of this rise in the cost of living are

workers and other low income groups as wage freezes have been
ordered by the Derg and strictly enforced 1in all the facto-

ries since early 1979.

The overall economic crisis in the country has also resul-
ted in mass layoffs which have affected almost all the
strata of the urban population. In February 1980, the take

by the newly created "Ministry of Coffeeand Iea deve-

" of 12 private coffee exporting firms and the "reor-
~ ganizail on" that followed have resu lted in the dismissal of
. 4.000 workers. In March, another 400 employees have been
S e 03 from Ethiopian Airlines on the pretext of "rationa-

- lizing" the activities of the Company which has incurred a
- loss of 37 million BIRR in 1979. One of the victims of these
~ measures of "rationalization” has been publicly executed in
- Addis Abeba for having killed an official of the company.
Vther firms that have closed during the past months include
- shoe factor ‘near Addis Abeba, the Wollega Fana Transport
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~the rura. areas the spectre of a Wollo-type famine 1is
ing whole regions, this time in the southern p arts of
iinistrative region, severe famine has already
: e lives of thousands of poor peasants and cattle.
| the fact that the neighbouring coun tries of
janda offer no reliable relief, the peasants 1n
CcToss ing the frontiers en mass in the
ng not only this severe famine but also to
preesion by the Derg which in recent months
Tests and summary executions of peasants
of being ME'ISONE supportersm
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REPRESSION «~ RESISTANCE

RESISTANCE =
______——————'—__-'—_'—_——-

ered by these unbearable gc.

The Et:ioﬁiantgzogég'u:ngnti-degocratic and chauvinig+
nomic condri.; :al; out of the country's independence, are

TULh A0 oo ere to defend their revolution and the mothey

f:;énguzzgfmo appease or contain the rising tide of popy.

ilitary government 18 increasingly resor-
1];-;: rz:igﬁgger:g:ersion ar’:dgchauviniot terror which unfor-

¥ ly increase the hatred of
the Derg, do but only
:gza;:églfoind atiffgr'l their spirit of resistance.

e anti-Oromo campaign launched in February
;yIanhgh":ﬁﬁinﬁth Derg, the notorious fascist Lt, Colonel
Zeleke Beyene, governor general of the Hararge administra-
tive region has ordered the summary execution of more than
90 Oromo militants held in the prisons of the region,

= In the proximity of Dembi Dollo, a town in the administra-
t:l.\In roqign of Wo?{qua, more than 200 peasants have been
rounded up and arrested during the first week of March 1980,
The pretext invoked by the Derg is the wide circulation of
pam ﬁletl supporting ME'ISONE and denouncing the anti- demo-
cratic and chauvinist policies of the military regime., The

arrested on charges of "rightist activities”

any act of -
and national independence.

red gnuntc, this time in the proximity of Hagere
n idamo administrative region have been arres-
ted during the same period., The arrests followed armed clashs
between peasant guerrilla forces and government troops 50kms
South of Awasa, chief town of the administrative region.,

The peasants were again arrested on charges of sympathizing

With ME'ISONE and givin food and shelt
fighters in the reqi on.g elter to the freedom

= Another clash in which 28 government s

occured in Bulga in the Sh
deal with the 2 °8 administrative region. Unable to

.armed opposition in the region the Der has
again resorted to arrests . ;
og ‘innocent peasgnes. and summary executions of dozens

- Miny Peasants in the
the Arssi administratiy
:grgas in the region., Thi
+ 8U0 peasantsg'

~ & forptht ggg.izrg%lé;oafrom their land in order to make

= In the north
which in late ﬁobruary marke :K.P“plﬁ's ~ideration Front)

Creation ig
tioned in thgivin a hard time ¢




the defeatl suffered by the Derg in the hands of the TPLF
fighters it has now become clear that whole provinces are
t of the control of the military government.

the rising tide of popular and specially peasant
sistance the Derg has found no other "workable" so-
than to forcebly recrute... peasants to fight in the
‘Wpeoples! militia". But here we find the Derg caught in one
" more vicious circle. Rather than accept forced recrutement
" and go to fight against their brothers in the other regions
" of the country, peasant youth, encouraged by their parents
~ prefere to escape from the Derg controlled areas... and
' = t‘. gUBI rilla forces in their own region.
B . . This peasant res istance to forced recrutement has obliged
~ the Derg to look to the urban centers and to recrute youth
S liech  all 201 Kebelles in Addis Abeba have D207
rdered to recrute 20 youth "volonteers™ each Ior the peoples
1itia and in Fetche, a town north west of Addis Abeba,
ung pe: iet%en 16 - 21 years have been rounded up

v brought to the Tatek military camp for trai-
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_ INTERNATIONAL womEN'S DAy CANCELED

tiQﬂhl Vlr)rf‘éﬁ'ﬁ d::y 5-’.”.!' _ March 8, the interna..

opia's women through
& 8taged all over

the country, 1t wa: o
‘ugder the .

6volutio
Mmass demonstratio most impressive

more than half rY. On that d
took to the str:em“lion women from all walks of 1ife >

tes of Add4
gt th , 9% ¢ Abeba and at
@ City's Fevolution Sguare showed theirgg:ﬁg?gazﬁg

i
ght on for their total emancipation. Today, with more

rg's jails and
among women the Derg cannot risk

gatherings, But then, the Derg has
of marking such popular

celebrated" by fashionable
Hilton and Wabishebele

nd by a supplementary and
Women g ours' work without pay for working class

WHEN THE RG "TORCETS" TO CELEBRATE VICTCRY DAY

For the first time in 39 years the Victory Day celebra-
. tions to mark the liberation of Ethiopia from Moussolini's
b forces on the 6th April 1941 have been canceled by the
~ country's military rulers. Up to now, the Ethiopian people
~ #lezed this occasion to pay tribute to the heroic patriots
= PERaT lmrmd the country and to renew their allegiance to
' dstory of independence, Today, with the complete sale out
f Ethiopia to the Soviet bloc countries any talk of
11l independence” on the part of the Derg would have
eived by Ethiopia's progressives and patriois as
re joke, The Deg and its foreign masters have not
ood this but are also desperatly trying to
: _ of the heroic Ethiopian heritage lest
nationalist memories detrimental to their "Inter-
m", But all this is to no avail. The Ethiopian
wt  need official speechs made by traitors
the memories of their glordous patriots. They
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nary "Commission
eople of Ethiopia”
Orga ber 9y sﬁidesnﬁceirﬁ;-
to jn Decem ircles. Its membership, €O
' ) 38 e mtl:;tjirl}a%e; revolutionary elements rangitgg
m of C 4 notorious anti-communists to

rtunist scums parading as "marxists" is so

d action
- w no unity of purpose an
B R ggr has the central committee

d than arrests and dismisals have star-

the
. £ its members, who are DY
b tgliagpointed" to membership by the

e creation O

£ the Working P
nize the PartY1 879 did not brin

rrest of Mr. Zegeye Asfaw who was
members of the Commission, a

ing members and activists have been

£+ round of the bitter power struggle

s w10 ues. The latest names in the Derg's
s SN S ;Eghc %igures as Lt. Colonel Demessie Deressa
‘:g ‘Abate Mersha bo th pr ominent memb?'rs of the z
o rrested in connection with charges of "corruption-©.
Otrere include Lieutenant Desta Tadesse and Mr. Mekonnen
+ivists of "Seded” and arrested on charges of

ns with the C.I.A. What we are witnessing in
v is something that comrade Frewe Abaytmehe, a
ve of the underground leadership of ME'ISONE
is Abeba said in an interview to two journalists as
" as September 1979 "In the coming months this difficu-
; will provoke within the ranks of the military gov-

the counter revolutionary camp as a whole'g
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It frzﬁe,,’“ifemembe red that on the wake of the defeat

e Somali invasion in March 1978, the Derg was pompusly
ng that the Eritrean question could only be so

‘ ffi%;ﬁ£aﬁ§g7Eﬁer since, it is true that the Derg,

r its foreign masters has been pursuing a policy

AT and devastation that has brought untold sufferings to
LET0ic people of Eritrea. We have always been opposed
o1.+: POlicy of blind force and have said that no military
the o', Can succed in crushing the legiylmate struggle
Aps.ltT€an masses for self-determination. fa
rs 4 €T a short lived offensive followed by repeated halas
£ tn. .CaPture the stronghold of Nakfa which is in the :2
and n.--0eTation forces the Derg is now talking of ~Peac
eparat ciations" while at the same time stepping up =-o .
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nce, Ethiopian students both at home and abroad
! e this day as "“Youth Martyrs' Day". In a statement

n the occasion of the 10 anniversary of this mas-

= F Ry ., . u on of the ‘Ethiopi a’ Revo luti onary

' 4 _— ;"_‘__: 1 =
£ o -— - 'J..:H'-."'- - ...I_____ . ._-.
SO L N
B = 1‘
. --:' o . ':" - 3 ] Ik" e T
- . - S I !

St Whse. .
e W
L. e

% recalled the circumstances that led to
acre which it said was a criminal act that showed
+€ World the barbaric and fascistic nature of the

i

e - Sy




- 20 =

ESUE DENOUNCES PERSECUTION OF THE ETHIOPIAN YOUTH IN EASTERN

EUROPE.

R

; ' ESUE) is

rhe Ethiopian Students Union in Europe ( a mass
democzgtic orggnization with branch unions in 14 countries
both in the west and in eastern Europe. Ever since its crea-

tion in 1960, it has played an important vanguard role within
the Ethiopian students democratic movement.

Because of its firm democratic stand and 1ts opposition
to the Soviet hold on Ethiopia, 1its members are increasingly
harrassed and persecuted in Eastern European countries. In
a statement issued recently by the executive committee of
the organization, ESUE denounced this persecutions and drew
tha attention of progressive world opinion to the danger
faced by its members and other patriotic students in Eastern
Europe. According to the ESUE statement, the following are
some of the repressive practices perpetrated against Ethiopian
youth in Eastern Europe.

1. In collaboration with the military regime, the gover-

nments of certain eastern European countries have declared

the democratically constituted Ethiopian “Students Unions
illegal and have ordered their dissogution.

2. Students are forcefully taken to Ethiopia for either

~imprisonment or execution. In Nov --
& : ember 1978, six students
-. ::;2 E:k:gefrom the USSR, Out of this two succeded to es-
known. In Hu‘:a; to Ethiopia. The fate of the others is un-
tarian and otge?ingnly Lo @ manute intervention by humani-
of eleven studente érnational organizations saved the lives

to Ethiopia. who where on the point of being deported
3-Ethiopia9 stude

esponding studies are completed. ACCOI=
these degrees are sent directly to
only get them if they return.
Eththe Soviet bléoc countries with-
lopian embassy. Those who goO
fly direct from Moscow and
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EThat more than 20,000 of these prisoners are meinbers or sympathisers

of ME'ISONE and elec*~d representatives of the mass organizations created
prior to 1977¢ : |
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