
The increasing danger of an irnperialist 
world war triggered by the .supepowers ' 
contention for world hegernony is an ob
jective fact that has to be taken in to ac
com1t in deterrnining strategy and tactics 
in this period. In the rnain, it is a question 
of developing the broadest possible united 
front against superpower hegern onisrn and 
war preparations . Only the struggle of the 
workers and o_ppressed people and nations 
of the world can put off the inevitable 
war between the two superpowers. 

In the United Sta tes, the task of orga
nizing the struggle against war prepara-ions 
tions is severely held back by the absence 
of a genuine (sham ones we ha ve a reco rd 
number) Marxist Leninist Communist Par
ty. Without that party we cannot talk 
about a systernatic, rneaningful and success
ful struggle aga inst the everyday increasing 
possibility of war. Thus, to a great exteilt 
the real commitment of corn munists and 
advanced elements to the st ruggle against 
war preparations can be m~asured in terms 
of whether or not they have facilitated 
the party bui lding process or obstacu li : 
zed it ; whether they are rea ll y working for 
the b uil ding of the party or are sabota
ging it. 

There is no doub t abo u t i t. The party 
is needed today more than ever. The fas
ter we build it, the sooner we will be pre-

pared to be a real force in opposition to 
imperialist war, for pea ce , in su pport of 
national liberation str-uggles and for soc ia
lisrn . Without that party the US muitina
tional proletaríat cannot effectively parti
cipate, much less lead, the struggle against 
imperialist war and for socialism in this 
coun try. Thus , the deep conce rn for build
ing that indispensable instrume nto[ strug
gle before the superpowers impose a third 
world war on the peoples of the-world has 
to be shared by all genuine communists 
and advanced elements in our country. 

Understanding this, uniting with the 
extreme irnportance of this , is crucial. But 
not enough. We are to transforrn that un
derstand ing into a material fo rce that in 
fact moves forward ata greater speed the 
party building process in the US . A pro
cess that h as suffered tremendous setbacb 
in recent times, both by the complete de
generation of sorne formerly honest for
ces as well as by the reducing of party 
building to self-p roclarnations. The ques
tion that we are to answer is how we assu
re ourselves tha t to fight against th~ real 
danger of war we build a real comrnunist 
party of the new type . No less. 

But to "speed up" th e process of 
party building can be understood, and in 
fact is understood, in man y different ways. 

"Speed up" can mean: forget about the ,_ 
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Masses Fight 
Poli ce 

Brlltality 
On August 23rd, five NY. policemen 

emptied 24 bullets into Luis Baez, a 29-
year old emotionally disturbed Puerto Ri
can man. This unwarranted criminal action 
tion was immediately called "justified" by 
the police department--even though eye
witnesses declare that Baez dropped the 
scissors, his only weapon , befo re the shoot
ing started . 

A few days later , Elizabeth Magnum , 
ªJl Afro-american woman, was also murder
ed by a cop. She was defending herself 
from the cop and a city marshall who 
were trying to evict her. 

Both murders are not isolated events. 
They are concrete examples of the height
ening of police repression and brutality 
against oppressed nationalities and women. 
These .attacks have becorne heavier and 
mo.-e freq uen wrti the 011 mic and po
litical crisis facing the capitalist system to
day. The rights of the workers and oppres
sed people are being severely trampled on 
during this crisis. The deterioration of 
health care and educational services, bad 
to worse housing conditions, unemploy
m ent,etc., are rampant. But these are not 
the on ly examples . Direct physical attacks 
mela as the murder of Black community 
member Arthur Miller by 26 cops last _ 
year, the shooting in the back of youths 
Clifford Glover and Claude Reese , the 
recent beating and arrest of Amiri Baraka, 
and so on, are testimony of the new wave 
of attacks. 

the differences , cornpromise by giving up 
principies, rnuddle and mutate lines in ar 
der to reach "concensus'', concilliate with 
all sorts of opportunism in order to build 
the "party" right away. Speed up can also 
mean: take head on the task of building 
the party , fight for the hegemony of a cor
rect Marxist-Leninist line in ou r movement 
demarcate the different trends in a correct 
and principled way in order that struggle 
for unity can be waged and in fact unity 
can be achieved . 

The first road will never lead to a real 
Marxist-Leninist Co{llmunist Party, but 
rather to a loose federation of groups that 
would be incapable of leading anything 
in a revolutioanry way and would break 
in many pieces ai rhe first sight of real 
class battles . The second road is a correct 
Marxist-Leninist approach to party 
building. The approach of establishing li
nes of demarcation in order to unite, of 

.open and vigorous ideological struggle 
among the different trends, of open 
criticism and self-cri ticism. 

In a nutshell, the first positíon calls for 
"Unite without demarcation" (or dernar:... 

cate after uniting) because the "war 
is coming and this is the on ly way out". 
The latter position reinstales th e Leninist 
principle: "Before we can imite, and in 
order that we may unite, we must first of 
ali drawfirm and définite fines of demar-

Meanwhile, the masses are responding 
militantly . Several hundrtd community 
residents, angry at the Baez murder, ocu 
pied the 79th Street police precint in 
Brooklyn demanding justice . A few days 
later 3 ,000 people took to the streets-pro
testing that murder and defending them
selves from police attacks. The police 
brutally assaulted the demonstrators, inju
ring many and arresting 5. In a show of 
real viciousness they sped up their vehicles 
on the sidewalks and chased people in to 
homes where they proceeded to beat 
them up. 

This b!atant violation of our right to 
demonstrate, the intensification of police 
brutality1has served to bring ou t the need 
to aim our anger at organizing ourselves 
to fight. Baez, Magnum~and áil ürn C7Lht1; 

have been intensely oppressed individuals 
who have fought back in the only ways 
they know how : with scissors,knives, 
rocks and bottles. But it has become clear 
that any one individual cannot take on the .
police or the capitalist system by themsel
ves. A Coalition of Black and Hispanic peo
ple Against Police Brufality has been for
med as a result of the recent events. 

As we said in our previous issue "the 
future of this coalition and of the strug
gle against repression, depends to a great 
extent on how well we fearn the lessons 
pruvided: 

continued on page 8 

cation". (Len in Selected Works, Vol. II) 

This is a most fundamental question 
and not merely one of semantics. If you 
elevate "unity" toan abstract principie 
that is correct under any circumstal)ces 
and under any ideological and political line 
you render it worthless. And the fact that 
those calls for unitv are made in the narne 
.of Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong 
Thought, of defending the correct three 
worlds theory:,etc., do not charÍge this at 
at ali. 

continued on page 2 
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LD LF THE SK 
Black woman killed 

To have a roof ovcr your hcad is an elc
mentary right dueto ali peoplc . Yet Eli
zabe1h M:mgum was killed for defe1_id ing 
that righL 

On August '.!<)a city .rnarshall. aided by 
threc New York policcrnen. tricd to force 
their way into Elizabeth Mangum 's Brno
klyn ap· 1tmcnt in order to cvic t her. The 
police, anncd wilh guns and billy clubs. 
went lo help the city marshall throw Eli· 
zabeth Mangnum inlo the slrcet. Mn . Man- ' 
gum defended hcrself the b.cst way she 
knew how. Sargeani Michacl Latlmer. who 
was injured in lhe arm allégtidl y by M rs·. 
Mangum 's knife. immediatcly gavc the or
der to lhc other policemen to shoot her. 

The police departmcnt juslificd 'such 
action saying lhat il fell "wilhin thc guide
lincs for lhe use of firearms ... O f cou rsc. 
thc police sees nothing wrong with killing 
peoplc like Mrs . Mangnum . They are the · 
bodyguards. the armed henchm en of the 
system responsible for protecting the in 
tercsts of the capitalist rulers of this coun 
try . When people can no longer pay the 
rent--remember that thc economic crisis 
has pulled workers· pay down . and pushed 
prices for food. health services and hou s· 
ing sky-high-wc are kicked out and de 
nied even the right to have a roof over 
our heads. And it is the task of the poi ice 
to insurc that this happpens. 

The case of Elizabeth Mangum clearly 
exemplifies the oppression which women. 
especially women of oppressed nationali· 
Ües. are ·subject to. Mrs. Mangujn livcd 
alone ill a single-room apartmeflt. Her only 
belongings: a chair. a couch and a plant. 

As an Afro-american. and <1 woman. 
Mrs . M~ngum was part of !he most op-

Party 
Building 

Co11tinued from first page 

lf some comrades feel that it is necessary 
to develop sorne kind of common frnnt. uni
ted front work, if you may. in defense of 
the overall corree! line that historically 
has been pursued by the C'PC, it is their. 
right to do so. In fact, most probably we 
would unite with such an effort--in practi-
ce we are doing so--as long as our indepen
dence and initia tive is not jeopardized .by 
unprincipl ed manouvers and sectarian al· 

1iances (as is the case in our days). But to 
confuse unily on those general principies 
with the kind of unity in theo ry and prac· 
tice that is needed to build a party is mis

sing the mark by a lot. Especia lly when 
that "unity " is left at the leve! of ge nera l 
pronounciations like :we ali support the 
three worlds theory , Chairman Mao , the 
CPC,etc., but the necessary deb ate about 
what that maens i.n the real world , in the 
USA in 1979 , is smashed. Thus we have on 
the o'ne hand defenders of the tlüee worlds 
theo ry that didn ' t move a finger to support 
the just struggles of the Iranian and Nica· 
raguan people against US imperialism , -
while on the other we have those who 
(ourselves included) took an active role in 
supporting such struggles showing concre
tely what the tluee worlds theóry is really 
about. 

The sarne can be said about where the 
main blow should go, what our attitude 
towards US participation in NA TO should 
be, how to evaluate the SAL T 11 treaty 
and so on. Ali these questions relate clear
ly to the question ot war preparat1ons ano 
it would be ridiculous to pretcnd to build 
a party írnmediately--supposedly in or-
der to lead the struggle against the irnpe
rialist war--without first , establishing ele ar 
ly what are our positíons on these ques
tions. (Undoubtedly, the sarne holds true 

• • res1st1ng • • ev1ct1on 
prcsscd sector in this society. wherc thc 
wcight or the crisis is hitting thc hardest. 
lt is wonll'll and oppresscd 11atio11alities 
that are suffering the brunt of the crisis. 

Massive lay-offs and . thc closing down 
of schoools. hospitals . daycares in working 
class and oppn:sscd 11atio11ality collllllt1ni· 
tics affcct Black. Hispanics Chicanos.etc .. 
and wolllcn cspecially. as thc quality of"-
health can: and cducation for thelllsclvcs 
and thcir childrcn deteriora te. Thcir capa
city t~1 carn a living dilllinishes and they 
are fürce·d in to thc wclfare rolls. 

Housing also deteriorates in these co·
lllrnunit ies. while the prices for food cloth
ing. and llledicincs. as well as rent, rise 

.astrontimically. Large families are for-
ced to rnove into smaller apartments . 
Othcrs are forccd to accept leaking roofs, 
broken windows. no heat or hot water. 
etc .. as a fact of life. Others who .cho-
ose to withhold the rent and force land · 
lords to irnprove conditions are subject to 
ali kinds of harassment because the courts 
are definitely not on their side. Others, 
who silllply cannot pay the rent are mer

cilessly thrown in the streets, left to die in 
the gutter, in the park bench, or whereever . 
And if we defend oursclves against these 
conditions as Mrs. Mangum did, the 
weigh t of th e system comes down on 
you even heavie r. 

Despite these at ta cks. people are strug
gling to survive in many different ways. as 
best as they can. Sorne like senior citizen 
Mattie Schultz (see RESISTANC'E , Vol. 
10. No. 8) are driven to steal food in or
der to avo id s1tarving to death. Oppressed 
people like Mrs. M:rngu m arl" forced · to 
defend their rights with whatever there is 
at h;rnd- .rocks, sticks, kniveS,JII~,d their 

for many other fundamental questions 
mentioned elsewhere in this article) 

Obviou sly , the comrades that are 
using the boogey man of the w,ar to put 
forward their get-rich-quick schemes would 
would argue that in no way they are pro
posing such unprinicpled thing '.'They dmn'I 
that in .fact ali li1\eS of demarcation have 
been drawn between genuine and sham 
Marxism in this country. Furth ~ r·more , 

t11ey claim that whatever o ther discussions 

that may be necessa ry can be carried out 
among the organizations in private . 

This fine reduces ideological struggle 
to something to be used only when strug
gling with the enemy, and among "cómra
des · things are not to be discussed openw 
lt is no accident t.frnt despite clear diffe
rences on may questions the different or· 
ganizations that understand the "speed up" 
of party building in this way do not carry 
any open polemics among themselves . And 
with this view that open polemics are syno
nim-ous to sectarian attacks, and that you 
are to polemize only with the "enerny" 
(concentrating only on the CPUSA, the 
RCP and as of late the WVO), the scenario 
is prepared to disregard every criticism 
as the work of the enemy or as the "sec· 

barc hand s. 

Although Mrs. Mangum was surviving 
on minimum SSI check. she would ne-

ver mi ss paying a month 's rent. Her daugh· 
ter. who kept in touch with her. declares 
that shc was very surprised when shc was 
told her mother was being cvicted. Accord
ing to her. Mrs . Mangum paid the rent reli· 
giously every month, "even before buying 
peri shables". and. as her apartment testi
fie s. before any personal belongings al so. 
This makcs the "eviction" story very 
questionable. 

Another inciden! , which occured before 
the killing. adds to the "mystery''. In th e 
building's laundromat a Mr. Winters. who 
is part of management, tried to rip her off 
sorne change. When Mrs. Mangum insisted 
on her change, he took an iron pipe and 
knocked her out. She was later found craw
crawling on the laundromat's íloor still 
half-conscious. Was there any connection 
between the assault by the manager and 
the eviction? We don ' t know for sure , but 
very likely. What we do know is that both 
incidents are very much linked to the fact 
that Mrs . Mangum was an Afro-american 
and a woman . 

The rich are allowed to protect their 
man sions with dogs that can ea tyo u alive, 
and are protec ted by the law if they kili or 
o r maim anybody wh o trespasses. But· 
what happen s to the poór? Th e capitalists' 
laws don "t work the other way. They ce r
tainl y don ' t protect the poo r. 

Whcn it is a case of th e oppressed pro
tect ing the sanctity of their homes, the 

law protects the trespassers instead--that is, 
!ice. That is why Captain Lati1iler, wh o 
gave the order to kili Mrs. Mangum , is 

tarian attacks of a sect." 

Despite their claims to the contrary, the 
comrades pushing that ''the war is coming, 
the war is corning , we have to uni te right 
away'' are also practicing the " left-is-the -
main-Oanger line. They cover it today by 
in words saying that right opportunism 
and revisioni srn is the rnain danger, then 
proceeding to identify the CPUSA as the 
main propone¡1t of that line , calling on 

comrades to intensify the struggle against 
the CPUSA and presto', the right danger 
within our .midsts , within the US anti-re
visionist communist movernent , disappea rs. 
When referring to problems wi thin our 
movement ali they rnention is the "left". 
And "left' . is supposedly the sectarianisrn, 
'·left' is the econornisrn, and so on. Central 
to this polition is as we mentioned above ' 
the liquidation of open ideological strug
gle -- which objectively amounts to the 
line that says that ideological struggle is 
·1eftist", and that the '·Ieft '' is the main 

danger within the anti-revisionist com
munist movement in the U.S. 

The question posed is how to build a 
genuine communist party as soon as pos
sible. We are dealing then with two main 
considera.tions. Onc is a matter of time 

"within the guidelines". According to the 
law, the bourgeois co urt s will protect him 
and place the fault on Mrs. Mangum , who 
would be in jail , if alive. What does ali of 
this show? 

Concret·cfy , the case of Elizabeth Man· 
gum is a manifestation of narional oppres
sion.and of the oppression of women . But 
further , it shows h ow both the national 
question and the woman quest ion are in 
fa ct a class question,, 

Whether Mrs. Mangum paid her rent or 
not and whether the eviction notice was . 
''justified" or not, this is a clear expression 
of the contradictions that exist in this so
ciety between the oppressing capitalist 
class and the oppressed class. This contra
diction takes on a nurnber of forms in real 
life . It is expressed in the irony of how, sin 
ce capitalist laws are on the side of the rich 
rich, the landlords , the police, those who 
trespass on the rich are punished , while 
those who trespass and kili the poor are re 
rewarded. 

The battle of Mrs. Mangurn against her 
evictors was in a sense an expression of 
that class contradiction. lt embodied the 
basic elernents of a contradiction that is 
violen! , and that cann o t be resolved but 
by the vio len! abolishment of that system 
that is based on the division of society int 
classes, and that in fact creates such class 
contradiction s. 

There are many El iza beth Mangums . 
around. Let's prevent thern from suffering 
the same end' 

OPPOSE NATIONAL OPPRESSION! 
OPPOSE THE OPPRESSION OF WOMEN. 

(when, how long). The othe1 of content 
(a genuine Marxist-Leninist communist 
party of the rnultinational US proletariat.) 
Obviously , the content of the party is the 
fundamental question-here . Any method 
which, although really fast like self-procla
mations , sacrifices the quality of that par
ty in any way, has to be discarded . There 
are rnany fundamental questions that are 
to be taken . into consideration in deterrni
ning the way ahead , such as the relation 
between theor?y and practice , between 

agitation and propagand~, between legal 
and illegal work, between open ideologi
cal st ruggl e and priva te discussions arnong 
organizations,etc. as well as concrete ideo
logical and political lines on the interna
tional situation, th e nat ional q uestion , the 
woman question, the trade union question , 
the struggle agianst revis ioni srn and ali 
forms of opportun isrn, etc. Whether we are 
to forget ali differences to keep them 
quiet, ind ependent ly of their being i.n sorne 
cases fundamental, or to st ruggle in a prin
cipled and aboveboard rnanner for higher 
uriity, will in fact dete rmine if we are goi ng 
going to have just another phony party , 
bigger and " unifi ed" but sti ll phoney, or 

· the genuine, multinational M-L cornmun
ist party that is so badly needed. 

Puerto Rican peasants have an old say
ing that goes: When in a hurry , dress up 
slowly (Visteme despacio que voy de pri
sa). We can learn a Jot frorn this. If becau
se you are in a hurry to get sornewhere you 
dress yourself up so fast that you forget 
your coat , your boots , your gloves , your 
pants ,e tc ., and you go out in a freezing 
weather , you know damn well that the 
only place you are going to get to in a hur
ry is to the hospital or the cemetery . And 
asking to build a party without establis· 
ing fi_rm and dear Jines of demarcation 
is in fact to dress yourself very poorly for 
a real cold and storming weather. 

Lets get dressed properly comrades, to 
be su re that at the first battle we don 't 
find ourselves with the bourgeoisie advan
cing over our naJs.ed 12?dies! 

·' . 



,, 

September 1979. RESISTANC~ 3 

Rectif ication Campaign 
COReS saw the necessity fo r a rec tifi ca

tion campaign in early 1978 . Two !!en eral 
problems which repeatedly arose were the 
major difficulties in leading mass struggles 
and the insufficient political consolidation 
among the cadre. _We were forced to delay 
the campaign for almost ayear since the 
polemic on the international si tuation threa .. 
tened a split in the revolutionary forces in 
our area , thus calling for-intensive work on 
the subject. Al so , we began the merger p ro
cess with LPR (M-L) during this period . · 
But finally in April of this year , we were 
able to initiate the campaign . 

OUR METHODOLOGY 

By then the problems we had earlier 
identified had deepened and new ones 
had emerged . Then too , our grasp of the 
interrelatedness of the problems h ad im
proved and we set out to focus on six 
main a reas that needed rectificat ion: 

1) Our method of thinking 
2) Our stlye o f criticism/self-criti

cism 
3)The scope o f our work , spon -

taneity and amateurishness 
4) Democratic centralism 
5) Questions of our mass work 
6) The woman question 

The problems were interrelated and 
were manifested in the realm of policy , 
structure, pract_ice, ideology, politics ,etc . 
By identifying the main areas we were 
better able to begin to separate out the 
prob\ems and understand their significan
ce. The two we saw as cr-ucial to begin 
with were method of thinking and the sty
le of criticism/self-criticism. 

1 lnherent in the rectification process is 
the need for sum-up of past experiences 
of the organization. lt was imperative that 
the summing up be as objective and all
sided as possible . To do that, we needed to 
uproot our tendencies toward subjective, 
pessimistic , negative, one-sided altitudes 

· and evaluations we had been making. 
Once we began to analyze our problems 
from a more objective basis , we were bet
ter able to determine what was wrong and 
how to uproot it. Secondly, it was neces
sary to correct the style of criticism/self
criticism . This is because rectification also 
inherently develops through criticism and 
self-criticism. Our practice and style at 
this had degenerated with liberalism and 
sectarianism being the main deviations. 

Through this rectification campaign , 
we hope to rectifiy our incorrect methods 
of thinking and styles of work. Bv impro
ving these we can more objectively look at 
at our practice, line , direction, limitation 
and abilities, the obstacles we must over
r.ome and our new future direction, 
We hope to set ourselves on the correct 
course to furth er develop th at fin e style 
of work that is necessary to the health of 
a Marxist - Leninist organiza tio n- criti cism 
and self-criticism , close tiesto the masses 
in tegration o(theo ry and pract ice. Most ' 
Lmportantly, we see the need to revita lize 
ourse lves and by usi ng the resources we do 
have, to con trib u te to the growth of the 
commun ist movement and to the organiza
tio n of the masses of wo rking and oppres
sed peop le ofthe U:S. 

From the onset, we recognized th e im
portance of involving ali rank and file ca
dre and the contacts o f the organization 
111 the rectifi cat ion . .This needed to be 
do ne without liqu id a ti on of the guidance 
from leadership and the o rganizat iont We 
first asked rank and fil e cadre to sum-up 
the problems and errro rs of th e organiza
t10 11 they saw the n. From ch is and other 
investigation , leade rship sumrnarized the 
six main a reas of problerns a nd developed 
study materials and di scussions within the 
organization . Cadre of part icu lar units 
were asked to sum-up the way these errors 
had becn manifested in the po lit ica l work 
the uni t was responsible fo r as well as the 
intern a! re lat ions of th e uni t and th e rela-
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tion between that unit and higher bodies. 
Individual cadre were to examine their 
own practice and do self-criticism around 
the main points. 

Subsequently , the organization consul
ted contacts and asked for their participa
tion . This was do.ne primarily in the form 
of holding severa! propaganda conferences, 
in preparation of which contacts were pro
vided a study list and explanation of each 
area of rectification. We found that these 
conferences were not as consistently pro
ductive as we had hoped , as sorne of our 
old practices continued in carrying them 
out. More successful methods were deve
loped in working with contacts individual
ly to gather criticisms and also by taking 
up the criticism in the context of ongoing 
areas of work of the organization . lt was 
important not to wait till the end of the 
campaign to correct the errors as they 
were evident and possible. 

The role of the leadership in the pro
cess is crucial . We knew that the leader
ship of the organization had to take pri
mary responsibility for the errors of the 
organization and that by opening wide the 
call for criticisrn , leadership would have to 
accept the brunt of those criticisms . We 
also recognized that though leadership 
rnade many mistakes , that it was overall 
good ; that COReS had made sorne posi
tive contributio ns to the comrnunist rnove
rnent. lt is now seen that we rnust improve 
no t only the dern ocracy but also the cen
·tral isrn "'f the o rganization. Thus, while 
e1~cou ragi ng rank and file and contacts to 
"Jet it all hang out ", leade rship has the res
ponsibili ty to guide the carnpa ign and d ir
ect the irnplementation of points of recti
ficat ion without killings anyone 's init iat ive 
or stiíling struggle. 

At the sarne time, it wou ld be in correc t 
to blame ali our er rors o n leadersh ip. 
Each of us had to ana lyze our specific ro
le in the organization--exarnin ing o ur indi
vidu al promoting and struggling fo r the 
co rrect line and sty le as now id enti fie d. 
and our role in conci ll iat ing to or promo
ting an in co rrect line or sty le. Thus while 
there is a need to iden fiy the rnain propo
nents of what .we have now summed upas 
the rn correct l1n e, prac ti ce,etc ., it is vital 
to understand that everyo ne in organ iza 
t1on to one ex tent or ano ther h as been hd 
ping to ca rry ou t that inco rrec t line. It 
must be uproo ted fr om the whole oroani-

º - 1 ' ' ... .. . ¡ • • 1 ' •• 1 • • ·.,¡.J . i i.. ' ~ , : l . f. ' ' ' J 

zation , from ali our work, from each and 
every cadre's work. 

. The LPR rectification campaign expe
nence has greatly aided our campaign. We 
have used materials they suggested inclu
ding their articles that appeared in RESIS
T ANCE (See RESISTANCE , Vol.9, No. 7, 
8 ; Vol 10, No. 1) and have shared expe
riences and offered criticisms in the two 
campaigns. The merger process itself, in 
which we have both been surnming up our 
line . and practice, cannot be separated from 
from the rectification process . Deviations 
and incorrect practice in the lines were 

·-ol-0sely fed to the areas needing rectifica
tion. 

We have spent sorne time here explain
ing the approach used in our rectification 
because we see this is vital to the success 
of any campaign. Various organizations in 
the communist movement have had or are 

havmg such ~ampaigns . This is obviously 
a product of their realization that our rno
vernent faces many difficulties not lhe 
least .ºf which is the failure to produce .a 
genume anti-revisionist party. Perhaps our 
e.xpenence can aid to improve the poten
t1al of other such campaigns and contJ ibu
te to the development ofthat party . 

OUR SUBJECTIVIST APPROACH 
IN METHODS OF THINKING 

Generally , our approach to many tasks 
refl ects the outlook of the pettyb ourgeo is
a one-sided , subjectivist app roach . In this, 
we have acted more oíten as casual revolu
tionaries than as scientists of Marxism-Leni
nism Mao Zedong Thought. On e majo r ex
ampl e was that of investigati on . Related, 
of course, to other err ors, we fo und that 
we have two deviations on this : 1. "too lit 
tle investigation and 2. " too much in- ve 
vestigation " . 

l . We usually did incomplete inves tiga 
tion th at was limited to kn owl edge o nly 
about our region of the country; to percep
tual and empirical experience leading to a 
shall ow grasp of the facts; by no t relying 
on ours and the movement's' experiences 
and beginning with a sum-up of that by 
doing a hit-and-miss investiga ti on that was 
not all-sided . 

2. At times, we also tended to drown 
ourselves in collect ing fa cts and data not 
intended to directl y fil! in the ga ps in our 
kn owledge. Later the investigation could 

'1'i.J ;!f.,. · ¡r ~ '-~\1¡'1 -- 1' • .l'I; ~': .,,1 _1 f. ,1 ' · ~·. 

get bogge~ down in the drawing t.:p, revis 
mg and d1scussing oí elaborate plans that 
never saw the" light of practice _ This was a 
manifestation of petty-bourgeois intellec
tualizing and trivia-mongering_ 

Overall, both deviations occurred be
cause we did not well enough know what . 
and how rnuch we needed to investigate-
whether to support the stríke or bow to 
support it in our area were confused with 
each othe_G_:Planning" took severnl 
months to complete and by the time we 
emerged the strike was nearly over. We 
didn ' t rely enough on the political guidan
ce from LPR (M-L) and the yjews they had 
published in RE81ST ANCE. :rhe work was 
neyer completely summed up and rnade a
vailable to the communist movement. 

Our concept of study and line and our 
integration of theory and practice was an
other major stumbling block produced by 
our subjectivist approach . StuCly was redu
ced to largely studying the Mar:xist-Lenin
ist classics. What this belittled was study 
of the other 2/3rd 's necessary for comrnu
nist work : history and conditions. Thus 
while having a good grasp of Lenin 's teach
ings on Imperialism, we are in a vacuurn 
about what isthe real history of the devel 
opment of monopoly capitalism in the 
U.S. and real knowledge about what the 
Fortune 500 do in our region, what they 
own,. what sector of the bourgeoisie they 
represent,etc . 

Linked to our attitude of small circle 
spirit we often would raise one experience 
and our local experience to the leve! of li
ne or theory for the entire movement and 
country. Such empiricism no matter how 
much it was the result of "studf' Ied us 
for instance, to deduce that the main dan
ger in the woman's movement was social
ist and radical feminism. In truth this was 
at best a local main danger to the develop
ing elements in the woman's movement 
who were open to socialism and even then 
only for aspan of a few years it seems . 
{The merger report to appear in RESIS
T ANCE will ha ve more on this and why 
we see the main danger in the woman's 
movement is bourgeois feminism. 

· Our concept of theory and its integra-
. \ . h tion w1t practicea revealed severa! other 

problems. We have not maintained a con
sistent use of theory to guide our work. 
Rather it has good and bad rnoments with 
the good coming in only in short spurts .' 
Units of the organization might go rnonths 
without having utilized the classics,to re
solve problerns in their work . Or siudy of 
theory might be undertaken that only me
chanically and vaguely was related to the 
tasks under discussion. 

Another bad style was to approach e
very new question as if we were complete -
!y ignorant and to engage in voluminous 
study o f theory that was unachievable in 
sorne decent period o f time . This in turn 
fed into previously mentioned lag in gi
ving timely cornrnunist leadership . 

The question o f the "line of the orga
nization foU owed suit. In other words, 
"line" fo r a time was largely handed down 
frorn leadership , a process that belittled 
rank and file participation. This complica
ted the development of our cadre leading 
to the idea that if line was sorne super·ela
bo ra tion based on excessive study of the 
classics, then few cadre knew what the line 
was. (There are related criticisms of this 
which will oe explained in our report on 
democratic central ism al a late r time .) 

Dogmatisrn was also manifested in our 
approach to the fise of the classics at ti
mes . No mat ter what we said . we did not 
always grasp we ll enough the co nditions 
under which Lenin said th is or that. And 
as we said earlie r, we often did not even 
know o ur cond itions well enough to apply 
correctly sorne teaching wh ich we did have 
a good grasp o f. 

To Be Continued 
"!.• 
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Lolita Lebron : " lndependence is the basis for liberation . lt's 
the first step." 

Rafael Cancel: "We don't love violence, but the enemy is violent." 

Lolita Lebron: "We have done nothing to cause us to repent." 

Osear Collazo : "Represison brought about the violence. Not the ag
gresivennes of the Nationalist Party but the aggres
siveness of the United States government." 

They hav_e never be en away 
The four Puerto Rican nationalists-great examples of co; rage and patriotism-are free! 

' • 
We joyously celebrate the unconditional release of Osear Collazo, Lol ita Lebron , lrving Flores and 

Rafael Cancel Mi randa. Afte r more than 25 years in prison these great examples of courage and patriotism 

walked out firm like a rock to continue th e strugg le to which they have committed their lives. 

These revolu tionaries are definite ly people of special mould. Yankee imperialism was able to keeí> them in 

jail fa r a long time, but it has been incapable of breaking them . The ir honesty and high principies are a great 

example for all p rogress ive and revolutiona ry people t he wo rld over. 

There are many who are t rying to steal th is great victory from the Puerto Rican people . They tell us that 

the nationalists are free because of President Ca rter's commitment to "human rights". Th is is pu re demagogy. 

Lolita says it clearly: "This was a case of po litical expediency". There is no reasori to be thankfu l to the 

imperialists who kept t hese patrio ts in prison fo r so many years, who abused them in many ways, wh o 

denied them their most elementa ry rights, who even denied them good medica! t reatment . They are free 

because the struggle of the people which made the case of the tour Puerto R ican n ationalists and inte rna

t ional indictment against U.S. imperialism torced the imperialists to mak.e this concession . 

Osear, Lolita, lrving,and Rafael, we salute you and look forward to see the day of victory tor the 

sacred cause to which you have dedicated your whole lives . 

i VIVA PUERTO RICO LIBRE! 

The tour nationalists are.greeted at La Guardia airport by crowd. 
The banner reads: " You have ne.ver been away. Nation meaos coura-
ge and sacrifice ". 

l 
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lrving Flores:"' You don't know what you are capable of until you 
attempt to do it." 

Rafael Cancel: "We are not something speciaL We are you. Any 
woman or man under the same circumstances 
would have also carried out the mission." 

Osear Collazo : " I intend to continue where 1 left off, to keep on 
fighting for Puerto Rico's independence until 1 die." 

• 

', 
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Social Chauvinism in U.S. & 
Nicaraguan Revolution 

The national liberatiun struggks are 
jusi wars that wcaken imperialism. At this 
moment they are. in fact. the main force 
fighting imperialism and superpower he-
gemon ism. 

In order to defeat imperialism in the 
U.S. we have to establish a common front 
of struggle between our strugglc for soc ial-

, ism in thi s country and thc struggles of the 
the opprcssed third world peoples and na
tions against imperialism (espec ially U.S. 
imperialism ). To support national libera-
l ion struggles mean s to go a lot further 
than genera declarations of support . Wc 
have to give conc rete support. That mea ns 
opposing the policies i.if our own bour
geoisie in rclation to the particular strug
gle. providc material support (money. me
dicines. books. clothes.etc.) and nrganize 
and mobili ze th e masses in suppo rt of 
those struggles. 

Wlwcve r fail s to consistcntl y prnvidl.' 
that support. especially when th t' struggk 
is spea"i·hcadt>d against its own bourneoisie. 
is object ively a social chauvin ist. And so-
cial chauvinism has prnven to be a vcry 
strong trend within the " left' in thi s coun 
try . The practice of this "left .. during the 
recen! revolutionary upheaval in Nicara
gua speaks eloquently to the fact. Prn
letarian internationalism has become an 
empty slogan for many of the forces that 
claim to be the "partics" or would-be par
ties of the U .S. multinational proletaria t. 

In the recen! struggk in Nicaragua . 
· most uf the organizations that claim to 
have broken with modern revisionism and 
Trotskyism didn't carry out any support 
work whatsoever. In fact , it was the di ffe
rent Trotskyite organizations. especially 

. the Workers World Party. the SWP and the 
revisionist CPUSA and others. who were 
more active in that support,.work . 

Although our involvement was reduced 
to New York (and we know first -hand 
what went on in Colorado from the com
rades of COReS) . we have evidence that 
these states do not represen! an exception 
to the rule. but in fact . are representative 
of the--éomplete inactivity of most of the 
"left" forces. 

It is importan! that we understand that 
social chauvinism trascends any particular 
line on the international situation. lt is no 
accident that. both, the great majority of 
the organizations that support the three 
worlds theory in this country . as well as 
!hose who have made the attack of the 
three worlds. Chairman Mao and the CPC. 

their central and only task. wcrc complc 
tely inactivc in thc suppurt work for Nica-
ragua. 

Thus. wc havc thc COUSM L and thc 
CPUSAML (read MLOC) cnnducting a ho
ly crusadc against thc social chauvinism 
of the three worlds lwlders in general. and 
thc CPML in particular. But thcy allicd 
with their own' bourgeoisic, denying sup
pnrt to the Nicarag'uan revulution becau se 
it was not lcd by thc party of the proleta
ria!. And thc CPML. on the other hand . 
has spcnt rcams of paper talking about 
what good dcfcnders thcy are of the threc 
worlds. Chairman Mao and the CPC. bu t 
when they have a chance to prove it in 
pr:.icti cc. thcy are nowhcre to be found. 
And this hold s true fnr almos! every orga
ni zation. collectivc and individual who up
holds one or the ot her of thcse two lines. 
thc threc worlds and the "two camps", in 
our movcmen t. 

The debate around the international si 
tuation is lcft up in the clouds by many 
comradcs. lt 's rcduccd to a matter of 
phrascmongeri ng cvcrybody to dea th . The 
"two c~unps" hold crs say that the three 
worlders doublecross national liberation 
struggles and they ··demarcate" themselves 
from this "social chauvinist" position by 
refusing to support national liberation mo
vements like the ones in lran and Nicarag 
gua which have given death blows to U.S . 
imperialism and soviet social imperialism . 
And many of the "supporters" of the 
three worlds give credibihty to the charge 
of social chauvinism and class collabora
tion by not making a move in support of 
the national liberation struggles. 

We are sure that most of the organiza
tions which in fact did not carry out any 
work in support of the Nicaraguan revolu
tion would have a lot of theoretical justi
fications for this. Sorne would claim that 
it is a matter of priorities . Thus proleta
rian internationalism from this standpoint 
is something to be practiced. notas a pri
mary thing but whenever the ideal condi
tions exist. Others would claim that they 
in fact were giving support. They would 
point t ~"t11(s or that article in their news
papers. Others would reduce the argument 
to the question of "unity with revisionists 
and Trotskyites" . They claim that they 
did not participate in this or that coalition 
because the leadership was in t he hands of 
the Trotskyites or the revisionists. But 
they don 't want to deal with the fact that 
the masses were working in those coali-

.tions. And that une of the reasons for the 
hegcnwny of Trotskyites and revisioni sts 
in thosc coalitions was the lack of involve
mcnt by the genuine Marxist-Leninists _ 
forces . Othcrs will say ··you are di stort ing 
our line. which is in support of the Nicara
guan rcvolution. But the deeds necessa ry 
to back up their position do no appear 
anywherc. 

Our expc rience in doing support wor~ 
for thc Nicaraguan revolution gives us a 
good understanding of how real and to 
what cxtent -socia l chauvinism cxists in 
our country. We understand that thi s social 
chauvinism can take various forms and is re
llected in various political lines. The 
Trotskyites and the revisionists are by na
ture socia l chauvinists. But ali those who 
for whatever reasons. do1ú come fo r-
ward to fulfill their proletarian interna
tionalist duties are also social chauvinists. 
lt's very clear:either you support in words 
and deed s the just national libera tion stru-

• ggles against your bourgeosie , or you are, in
dependen t !y of your will. a soc ial chauvinist. 

In the many demonstrations and picket 
lines. fund raisers. forums. etc. held in New 
York. New Jersey and Washington in which 
we participated , the iníluence of the Trot
skyites. especially the Youth Against War 
and Fascism (Workers World Party) was 
eviden t. Yo u saw their propaganda ali 
around, many of iheir fronts spoke at the 
events. the security was mainly in their · 
hands. the finances, etc ., etc. , But ali the 
Trotskyites and their revisionists brothers 
were in no way the majority of the peo
ple participating in those events. Hundreds 
of Nicaraguans who live in the area parti
cipated in those events, and the great ma
jority of them don't be long to Trotskyite 
organiZations nor even have clear sym
pathy f or Trotskyism. The same holds 
true for a lot of other participants in 
support work. There were many Latin 
Americans that were not affiliated to 
any organization. The same was true for 
people of many nationalities , Afro-Ameri 
cans, whites , etc, who also participated . 
In most of them , we were the only US ba
sed organization that upholds Marxism-Le
ninism Mao Zedong Thought and the three 
worlds participating. (The comrades from 

Linea Roja of the Revólutionary Move
ment 14th of June , from the Dominican 
Republic , were also ca rrying out support 
work . 

We were not in a position of leaderhip 
in any of the coalitions. We did not even 

have many allies in them. But that <lid not 
stop us from carrying out ali our work . 
We did't make the ·'exposure" of Trotsky
ites and revisionists t.he main aspee! of our 
work . but rather to build the support 
work for Nicaragua. In ali events we put 
our independent propaganda and agitation 
in which we laid out our particular views 
on the struggle. In fact. in some discussions 
with sorne of the most conscious elemen ts 
when the question of Trotskyism was 
brought up by us, we found real difficulty 
in showing why the Trotskyites were ali 

bad when in practice in that work, they 
were championjng the struggle against our 
.bourgeois ie and the support of the Nica
raguan revolution at the time in which the 
so-called "genuine" M-Ls were folding 
their arms , very busy fighting against every 
everybody except the U.S; bourgeoisie . 

Let's make this point clearer. We are 
not saying that the Trotskyites were giving 
support principled ly to the Nicaraguan re
volution. In fact , theír unprincipled ma
nuevers isolated them from many honest 
forces , including sorn e Nicaraguan organi
zations , who even stopped working with 
coalitions that were clearly in the hands 
of the Trotskyites. What we are saying is 
that you cannot go to the masses in strug
gle and give them a disertation on why the 
Trotskyites are scum when they see the 
Trotskyites in the picket lines with them, 
raising funds , printing the leaflets of the 
coalitions , movilizing hundreds to Wash
ington ,etc., while the real Marxist-Lenin
ists that you talk about are reduced to a 
very tiny contingent that are not even ca
pable of mobilizing other Marxist-Lenin
is.ts who, like them, claún to be the cham
pions of national liberation struggles . 

On the eve of the overthrowal of Somo
za , and under the initiative of Linea Roja, 
a coalition was formed to call for a demons
tration in front of the Nicaraguan embassy . 
There were some very positive aspects to 
the event for which we supported it and 
participated fully. lt was an attempt to 
draw in specifically many of the M-L for
ces who up till then had not been involved 
in the support work. The initiators of it , 
Linea Roja , were involved in the struggle 
already , and we saw in their attempt 
an opportunity to convince other forces 
to join the broader coalition . This would 
provide a considerable force in opposition 
to the Trotskyites and revisionists. 

continued on page 7 
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We recommend • • 

TROTSKYISM 
COUNTER REVOLUTION IN DISGUISE 

By M. J. OLGIN 

The Period : The 1930's. The cap itali st 
world is in shambles. A picture of the eco
nomic retrogression and desintegrat ion of, 
political and cultural decay . Si de by side 
with this: the first socialist country, the 
Soviet Un ion , sy mbolizing steady and un
pre cedented progress in every aspee! of 
soc ial life on -the basis of socialist cons 
truction. 

The bourgeoisie of ali lands attacked 
and vilificd th e Soyiet Uni on and it s grea t 
leader Comrade Stalin. That did not sur
prise anybody. But what did puzz le and 
confuse rnan y was th e fact that Leon Tro t
·Sky and hi s followers were in the forefron t 
of !hose who were attacking ch e Soviet 
Un ion . slander ing the soviet leaders and 
their revoluti onary policies. Peo ple were 
puzzled to see someone .who call ed hirn
se lf .. the true Bolshevik-Leninist" leading 
the struggle against the Soviet" Un ion. Ma
ny even considered him an "old Bolshe
vik ." For wasn 't he "leader of the revo-
lu ti on in 1917?•" 

Olgin's book dea ls comprehensively 

with Trot sky and his theories. It exposes 
the role of Trotsky and of Trotskyism in 
the labor movement in th e light of the 
persisten! struggle which Trotsky waged 
against Lenin and his party from 1903 up 
to 191 7: in th e light of the problems 
which the revolution faced during the few 
yea rs that Trotsky was in the ranks of the 
Bolshevik party, when Len in was repea
tedly forced to attack the li ne proposed 
by Trotsky as fata l to the revolution: in 
the light , finally , of the hi stori e dcve lop
ments after LeÍ1 in's death when Trotsky 
aga in broke with the party a1id openl y chal
lenged it s policies and Comrade Stalin 's lea
dersh ip . 

To anyone who wants to grasp the Le
ninist thcory and prac ti ce of the October 
Revoluti on. Olgin 's .. TROTSKYISM' is 
indispensabl e. lt s contcnts. to mention 
but sorne of it s chapters. in elude Trotsky's 
Career. Soc ial Basis ofTrotskyism, Trots-
kys rn Defin ed, Sociali sm in One Country , 
the Revolution and th e Peasantry , Trotsky 
the Histor ian , th e Dangc r of Trotskyism. 

1 
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Available at". 
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IOth ST. BOOKSHOP 
224 E. IOth ST. 
N.Y.,N.Y. 10003 

TELEPHONE: 473-8736 

OPEN 

Mon. -Sat. 
3PM to 7PM 

We carry the works of: 

MARX 
ENGELS 
LENIN 
STALIN 
MAO TSE-TUNG 
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One of the ways in which comrades 
can help build RESIST ANCE is by 
writing us expressing their criticisms 
of our line, reporting about struggles 
they are involved in, expressing their 
views on the burning questionsfc.dng 
us. This:colunm will complement the 
COMMUNIST PORUM in an attempt 
to air out views other than our own 
and contribute fn the struggle Jor 
the correct line. 

Send all letters and contributions to: 

RESiSTANCE 
Box 513, Triboró Sta. 
New York, N. Y. lOOJS 

;r-

W.C(M L) 's response to Stalin Centennial · p r op.o sJa~.1 
This is a belated response to your pro

posal around Stalin s Centennial. While 
your sentiments to give Stalin s contribu
tions to the treasury of Marxism-Leninism 
its rightful place, which have been vulgari
zed by the revisionists, we feel that the 
proposal as conceived by you is idealist 
and weakens the struggle against spontane
ity and idealism. 

We feel that the proposal was not 
thought out carefully in terms of what this 
would mean in practice. This is the similar 
errors we 're confronted with in our ranks 
and would like to offer these comradely 
criticisms: 

l. Tite way you launchf!d your propo
sal publicly was somewhat premature. 
There was a weak basis that oeopfe would 
respond, it took on a shooting at random, 
wishful thinking approach. 

2. There was no real plan in how to 
proceed when/if people responded. 

3. The content of the joint activity as 
we recaller:J_was too extensive, like reading 
Stalin 's collective works, and writings. In 
other words, we felt this was unrealístic at 
this time with our limited resources. 

' 
4. We do think as expressed to you that 

an article commemorating Stalin s Centt:n
nial in a summary fashion would be a rea
listic task in light of ali our other tasks. 
This could be jointly done with other 
M-Ls and ourse!ves. Perhaps sorne comra
des would emphasize certain asoects of 
Stalin s contributions to Marxism-Lenin
nism. This however, should be done in 
a summary fashion. This could be supple
mented by joint speeches, celebrations, or 
other public (or closed) events if there is 
the basis. 

We united with the need to unite Mar
xist-Leninists and thdt Stalin s Centeri
nial would be a good vehicle in this direr
tion, but we would only be concerned 
with any tasks we do that we avoid the 
spontaneity and idealism that never /et us 
do any~hing well with an all-sided conside
ration and [oresight. 

We are not familiar where your present 

N ic ar agua .. 
continued from page 6 

• 

But there were sorne dear weaknesses 
to the "M-L"'coalition. Although it did 
bring sorne forces to the event who other
wise were not concretely supporting the 
Nicaraguan revolution, it was objectively 
sectarian. Sectarian towards sorne forces 
that should have been invited ( only certain 
Marxist-Lenini~ ts and anti-imperialists that 
were considered "genuine" were invited) · 
And it was an attempt to organize the 
''left " support, in isolation of the masses, 
and to make it worse, the event was held 
very near to the time of the Sandinisfa vic
tory, which made it look like an attempt 
to leech off a struggle which in the main 
those forces had not consisten tly suppor
ted. 

The event was one of the Jeast attended 
of those held in New York during the Nica
raguan struggle. Although many M-L orga
nizations "sponsored it", most of the par-

! , 
J 

thinking is on your proposal, or what has 
been responses by others. This would be 
helpful for us to know. 

We would certainly be interested in 
w.orking jointly or otherwise in Stalin 's 
<.,entennial, that can contribute to uniting 
Marxist-Leninists. 

Please feel free to give your response. 

i 
WC(ML) 

JOSEPH STALIN : 12/21/79- 3/5/53 

LPR RESPONSE 

We unite with the bas1c thrust of these 
comrades' criticisms. Our proposal (See 
RESIST ANCE, Vol. 10, No . 3) was in fact 
idealistic and .developed in ara ther sponta
neous way. It was idealistic in so far as it 
failed to make a concrete analysis of our 
capabilities at this moment as well as of 
our forces. Furthermore, it was defiuitely 
"shooting at r·andom", dreaming forres
ponses which, if we had made a correct 
analysis, we should have known would not 
be forthcoming. 

In looking back at the pro.cess by which 
_this proposal was developed, we can see 
the great gap that exists in our organiza
tion between the thinking and doing, bet
ween what we consider is correct and 
should be done, and what we are capable 
of accomplishing. In sum, the process 
was as follows. 

~ 

ticip?nts were brought by the Dominican 
organizations (including sorne that were 
excluded from the coalition). The CPML, 
the self-proclaimed party of the U .S. pro
letariat brought to the event the grand 

Jota! of one person who, to make matters 
worst did not even participate in the pic
ket line because the person was busy 
selling THE CALL After the event, in the 
sum-up meeting , we struggled against the 
idea of keeping this narrow coalition and 
propos-:d that-it join the broader coalition, 
The CPML did not attend this meeting~ 

The others agreed to the liquidation of the 
coalition, but did not respond directly to 
our argumentation. Inste ad, they decided 
to end the coalition because by that time 
Somoza had airead y fled the country. Ob
viously this was also incorrect and led to 
a continuation of the practice of not sup
porting the Nicaraguan Revolution ; which 
although in fact has defeated Somoza, was 
at that time, and still is, in great need of 
our political and material support. 

As of November 1978, we decided to 
work hard in order to celebrate Stalin's 
Centénnial in a proper way . Correctly, we 
saw this as a great opportunity to raise to 
a higher leve! the struggle against modern 
revisionism, Ttotskyism and ali sórts of 
opportunism in this country. As pointed 
out in the proposal '"fhis year marks the 
hundred anniversary of the birth of Joseph 
Stalin. We call on comrades and friends to 
unite with us in an effort to properly 
commemorate this important event. At 
a time in which Marxism-Leninism Mao 
Zedong Thought is being attacked from 
ali quarters the celebration of Stalin's cen
tennial must be used to deepen our grasp 
of the science, to propagate it, and to un
mask all those who are raising the red flag 
in order to attack it." Tui~ was even more 
importavt at a time in· which the worthv 
succesor of Stalin, Chairman Mao , was al
so under heavy attack. Thus, we saw the 
need to focus the Stalin Centennial cele
bration on the defense of Marxism-Leni
nism Mao Zedong Thought. Within this 
we were to concentrate on the revisionists 
and Trotskyites who have always centered 
their attack~_Qn Marxism - Leninism and on 
Comrade Stalin-, as well as on those who 
use their so-called defense of Stalin as a 
cover for their attacks on Chairman Mao. 

Looking in retrospect we should have 
consulted with' at least those organizations 
in the movem~nt with whom we had con
sistent anct' systematic liasion work at the 
time. Very pFobably as a result of that 
consultation, we would have c'om~é out 
with not only a rhore feasible plan, but vve 
would have a!so united with other comra
des on the focus and scope of the propo
secf celebration. In jump'ing ahead instead 
of seeking unity from the start, we were 
fostering the small circle spirit that we 
consistenly criticize as one of the great e
vils facing our movement. Furthermore, 
although the call was made in the open, 
to whoever responded, we did not follow 
up with direct contact with different or
ganizations,etc. Thus , the plan became a 
dead letter to which only two other orga
nizations, besides the comrades of the WC, 
responded 111 an affirmative way. To make 
matters worst, we even considered attempt 

As for groups like the COUSML and the 
MLOC, you can forget it. They peddle a 
clear Trotskyite, line in relation to national 
liberation struggles. They don 't support 
any struggle unless it's led by the proletariat 
and its party. The fact is that there is no · 
national liberation struggle in the world at 
this time which fulfill the prerequisites of 
these organizations- a super social chauvin-
ist Trotskyite position . 

The stormcenter of revolution today is 
definitely the third world, and not the ad
vanced capitalist countries. This is a reality 
which only those "Marxists" who approach 
things from quotes learned by heart, and 
not from living reality, can den y . National 
Jiberation struggles· against the superpowers 
will be with us for a long time to come . 
There's a great upheaval in whole third 
world : Just, this year, we have witnessed 
victorious struggles in Iran and Nicaragua . 
Things are very hot in El Salvador and Gua
temala, in the backyard of U.S. imperialism . 
The peoples ofNamb,ia, Azania, and Zimba-

!t 1, .J .,.'•l 

ing to carry out the plan in the.1event that 
other organizations did not respond to it. 
We said in the proposal: 

"The plans for the Stalin Centennial 
that we are putting forward can be 
developed by a Committee of orga
nizations and individuals, not just . 
our organization ." 

Despite the basic idealist approach to 
this work, we would be completely one
sided if we did not point out sorne of the 
positive outcomes of the proposal. First , 
and foremost, up to now, September 
1979 , we are the only organization among 
those that uphold M-L MZT in the U.S . 
that has done sorne concrete work around 
Stalin's Centennial. Secondly, the publica
tion of a short biography of Stalin (in Spa-

- nish) is already out and the article How 
the Social Democrats Understand the Na
tional Question (in English and Spani~h) , 
are positive contributions that should no;t 
be beüttled. Th:irdly, we ha ve created,, , , 
sorne interest il) the study of Stalin 
works amongssome comrades. More nota- _ 
bly around the national question and 
party building, Finally., the response of 
the comrades trom the WC--ML itself is 
a good example of the fact that our call 
haS' brought sorne positive results. Ali this 
is said, let's repeat, in order to avoid one
sidedness .and so as not to throw away .the 
baby with the bath water. 

At this moment , we plan to limit the 
scope of our involvement in the Stalin 
Centennial commemoration to 

l. R~print sorne additiohal Stalin's 
works iñ English and Spanish. 

2. Publish an article on Stalin's contri
buti0ns to the teachings of M-L 

3. Hold sorne propaganda conferei:ces 
around Stalin 's contributions and thejr im
portance for us in this period. 

We look forward to coordinate sorne of 
this work with the comrades of the WC
ML and the other comrades that have e~
pressed interest in commemorating the 
centennial of great Stalin . Criticisms ancl 
suggestions, as well as commitments, are 
welcome. 

bwe are determined to end colonialism , rac
ism, and apartheid. The hernie Kampuchean 
people are not giving respite to the Viet
namese invaders . The Eritrean masses con
tinue their long and heroic struggle which 
today . .,has the Soviet Union ás its principal 
enemy. The Palestinian people are making 
things impossible for the Zionists and their 
imperialist masters . 

Revolu tion is rising in the third world. 
Who practices social chauvinism and who 
practices proletarian internationalism is a 
question that is solved not in the realm of 
pseudo Marxist phrasemongering but in 
the realm of a correct revolutionary theo
ry, which in words and .deeds organ izes the 
struggle against our own bourgeosie, and in 
support of the just wars of national libera
tion of the oppressed peoples and nations 
of the third world. Practice, comraC!es, is 
the sole criterion of truth. 

... 
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Poli e.e 
Brutality .. • 

Continued from first page 

l . Po/ice brutality is one of the 111a11i
festatio11s of national oppressio/1, which · 
intensifies with the (politica~ and econo
mic) crisis. A powerful weapon to com- _ 
bat it is the multinational unity forged in 
the course of the struggle against the com
mon enemy: the capitalist class. 

2. The masses are the makers 
0

0[ his
tory. We should not rely°on the bour
geois courts, nor on the "im•estigations" 
carried out by the bourgeois state, nor 
bourgeois politicians or candidates, nor 
the so-called community "review boards:.:
since ali of these are ways of controlling 
and deviating our struggle. On~v the mili
tant struggle of the masses can win 11ictory ! 
(RESISTANCE: Vol. 10, No. 8. Spanish 
edition) 

RESIST ANCE in terviewed a represen
tative from LPR-ML in the coa lition on 
sorne of the issues. problerns and solutions 
that are being raised. 

Why was the Coalition formed? 

The coalition is a result of a growing 
awareness among Black and Puert o Rican 
activists that the most effective way to 
comba! po lice brutality is by uniting ef
forts to face the common enemy. lt"s also 
the result ofa long hi story of struggle a
gainst police brutality. in which the mas
ses have shown hernie resistance. This 
struggle has taken many forms throughout 
the years--from isolated instan ces of indi -
vidual self-defense to massive resistance 
as in the July 27th demostration. We defi
nitely recogni ze these actions of se lf-defen
se as courageous ahd justified. But they're 
not enough. At present. most people who 
try to defend themselves against the injus -
tices of the system and up e ither in jail or in 
in the cemetery. The case of Arthur Miller 
who was strangled to death by 26 cops for 
trying to >top the attacks on hi s brother). 
and of.LuL Baez,are examples used by the 
poli ce to intimida te us. E ven th e massive 
resistan ce of July 27 was clearly not -
enou:gh . Because even though we did score 
an importan! political victory. the "casua l
ties" were heavi er on our side . The masses 
are still not organized.We need to confront 
the system 's armed and legal henchmen li
ke the police ana th e courts. with the po
wer of th e masses acting in a conce rted 
way. The anger of the masses is at a boil
ing point. lf organ ized and aimed direc tly 
at the enem y , it can become a powerful 

force against policy brutality and ali forms 
of oppression. If the masses are organized 
and armed with the consciousness of who 
are our friends and allies, who is the ene
my, and how and why we are to combat 
it , we can be successfu l 1 

Why is the LPR (ML) participating in the 
Coa/ition? 

First of ali. we are there because we 
suppott the struggle against police brutati

ty and because we see the need to actively 
participa te in this struggle. The Coalition 
can help carry out the tasks of educating 

and organizing the community for this 

p~rp?~e -, .,. ., .-. 

Second. we see the. Coalition as a posi
tive step in terms of uniting two oppressed 
nationalities which the system has been 
able to kecp divided for so long. despite 
the common oppression that they face. 
Poli et~ repression. rather than stupping the 
struggle. has succeeded in uniting sorne 
sectors of the Black and Puerto Rican 
communities wi.thin a common front. 
This is a good thing. 

jointly in cach community as oppuscd to 
, atways kccping thc wurk scparatcd. 

Mcanwhilc. wc havc to guard again st li
miting thc unity that wc forgc o nly to 
Blacks and Pucrtu RiL·ans. Although irs a 
fact that thc targct of policc brutality are 
mainly thc opprcssed nationalities. who 
suffcr the brunt of thc attacks cspeciaHy 
at this time uf capitalist oppression, and 
thcreforc share a common encmy and a 
common st1ygglc with Blacks and 
Puerto Rica ns. 

Of coursc, unity cannot be achieved in 
. the abstrae!. with nice words. lt has to be 

forged in practice, in the course of the 
struggle. But any attempt to exclude or re
ject multinational unity for the sake of 
sorne abst ract concept of "th ird world 
unity" in the U.S. would be to objec
tively ally with the capitalist enemy. Be
cause only until this mL•itinational unity 
is achieved, can we be really pre pared to 
smash the enemy that oppresses us ali. 

Another problem is how to gather as 
broad as possible support in our struggle. 
In the case of Arthur Miller , 
which helpedJo give rise to the Black Uni
ted Front (BUF) , support was forthcoming 
from many different sectors. The masses 
were angry, and so was the liberal press. 
sorne politicians , churches, businessmen , 
intellectuals and, of course, political acti::. 
vists. This was so because Miller was not 

just any Black person from the street, but 
a well-known community member, a busi
nessman himself. This was a case of an 
"excess" by the oppressor which not only 

outraged the masses but also caused embar
rassment to many who otherwise support 
the system. 

- - 7 

What we cannot do is create the ilus
sion that we will be ab le to cnd police 
brutality altogethcr. lt 's corree! to utilize 
different forms of st ruggl e, legal and ille
gal. 'But \Y_C need to always keep in mind 
that it's the militan! struggle of the masses 
tha t we can for su re rely on to be succes.s
ful. Suits against police departments, as 
wcll as other forms of legal work, can be 
use ful tactics in show ing the masses how 
corrupt the government is.etc .. They can 
supplement thc work of organizing and 
mob ilizing the masses. But at the present 
momen t they cannot be the primary form 

- of struggle . lts results are very limited and 
can hardly serve to mobili ze th e masses of 
peo ple. On the other hand, demostrations 
and other forms of mass action, serve to 
educa te , organize and mobilize thc masses 
the very force which is ultimately the key 
to victory. 

To make the suit the primary aspee! of 
our wor.k ·in the Coalition would be incor

rect. We. have to guard against creating fal
se illusions among the masses about the 
possibility of having justice done as a re-

sult of a state investigation ora suit. And 
even as a result of demostrations. This 
would be sheer reformism. 

We can fight agianst poli ce brutality, 
abate it in some cases and protect our peo
ple from it. But we cannot end it. Not whi
le capitalism exists, because the repressive 

character of the police is inherent in the 
system. 

Our participation in thc Coalition is 
one of the ways in which we concretely 
take up the struggle not just against police 
brutality but against national oppression 
as well--of which poli ce bru tali ty is one 
specific man ifesta t ion. 

Not so in the case of Luis Baez. Al though 
ugh this is by no means the only case to 

It 's the cops' job to protect the inte
rests of the capitalists and thus to repress 
ali those whp .. ..threaten such interests. 
Blacks and Puerto Ricans do--the working 
class in general does--because their oppres
sion is boud· to eventually explode in revo
lution and the smashing of the captialists' 
power. Therefore , capitalism would not be 
capitalism, the capitalists would not be a

ble to keep themselves in power , if the po
lice were not brutal and repressive.. 

Wfíat are some of the problems faced 
by the Coalition in its work? 

We face ali sorts of problems . but no 
one of them unsurmountable. There is for 
example the problem_of the tension, re 
sentment and distrust that has traditional
ly existed between Blacks and Puerto Ri
cans. A division has been created by the 
capitalists who have pitted one against the 
other and forced them to compete for 
jobs. poverty fund s.e tc. In sorne instances 
it is so extreme that one sector sees the 
other, rather than the capitalists, as, the 
enemy . Bu!.Jh.,ese barriers are beginning to 
break down in pracfice , as the commor: 
oppression i11tensifies and becomes clearer 
and clearer. Still. there is a lot of work to 
be done in this a rea. 

Sorne of the things that can help in con
continuing to break down these false bar
riers are: carrying out educational work in 
the form of written propaganda and agita
tion , rallies. film s. cultural work ,e tc., that 
help to bring out the common oppressio11 
and the need for unit y. Also: holding 
events in places in which members of both 
commun iti es find accessible , providing 
translations in to Spanish so that concrete
ly the equality of languages and nationali- · 
ties is respccted and carrying out work 

be dealt with b.y the Coalition , it is the 
·case that sparked its formation. And Luis 
Baez was a John Doe in the Puerto Rican 
community, so the work is definitely mo-
re difficult, although in no way less impor
tan t. In fact. i t is cases su ch as this tha t 
the Coalition plans to work around, becau
se these are the cases that happen every 
day in our communities and would other
wise go unnoticed. lt is cases such as this 
that we need to take up in order to focus 
our work on the masses of oppressed peo
ple who are in fact the most frequent vic
tims of police brutality. 

What is the solution to police brutality? 

Of course that as long as there is capita
lism there will be police brutality. But this 

doesn't mean that we fold our arrns and 
watch our brothers and sisters gel abused, 
jailed and killed. We can fight against poli
ce brutality ; an d we can make importan! 
gains in this struggle. We need to be able 
to respond to each and every manifestation 
of police brutality quickly and effe'ctively. 
We need to ex pose ea ch case wi thin the 
community and to mobilize support as 
soon as it happens. But we cannot limit 
ourselves to responding after the fact; we 
should be able to develop a tight comrtrn
nity net~rk capable of mobilizing forces 
on the spot, when the act of police bruta
lity is underway. 

The solution io police brutality then,. 
cannot be federal investigations ; nor legal 
suits, nor putting more minorities in the 
force, nor electing certain politicians that 
are minority , or "sympathetic" to mino
rities. The final solution c.n only be to 
abolish capitalism, the r J >1. cause of police 
brutality . 

How we propase to do this is also· 
very importan!. We believe that the 
recent demostration against the murder of 
Luis Baez, in which the people engaged in 
self-defense)contains the seeds of the futu 
re mass armed battles that workers and op
pressed people in this country will wage 
against the capitalist class. There are many 
examples that also contain the seeds of 
mass anned struggle, like the armed 
resistance and others. 

We have to learn from these and p re
pare the masses for greater battles, for 
being able to combat reactionary violence 
wil:h revolutionary violence . The struggle 
against police brutality is a beginning in 
this direction, and part of the process of 
carrying out this task. 
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