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INTRODUCTION 

The degeneration of the Communist Party of 
Great Britain into a new "Labour Party", 'serving 
the interests no longer of the working class and 
working people but the finance capitalists of 
Britain, has been associated not only with neglect 
of education in Marxist-Leninist principles, but 
with the perversion of those principles themselves. 

This is natural, for education in the principles 
of Marxism-Leninism would make clear to any genuine 
Communist the complete betrayal of those principles by 
the leadership of the party. 

The course prepared by the Marxist-Leninist 
Organisation of Britain is designed to fill this gap. 
It is intended primarily for probationary members and 
sympathisers of the Marxist-Leninist Organisation 
of' Britai_n. 

The aims of the course are to raise the 
political understanding· of probationary members and 
sympathisers of the Marxist-Leninist Organisation 
of Britain by giving them a grounding in Marxiam
Leninlsm which will enable them to understand more 
clearly what is happening in the world; which will 
enable them tu determine for themselves a correct 

· ctay ... to-day .attitude apd policy Qn the way forward 
towards socialism in Britain, without awaiting a 
11 le ad" from some higher body; which will e nable them 
to read the classics of Marx and Engels, of' Lenin 
and Stalin with greater understanding; which will 
enable them to proceed to an advanced level of' 
political understanding that will fit them for 
positions of leadership in the Marxist-Leninist 
Organisation of' Britain, in the Marxist-Leninist 
Party that will be established, and in the British 
working class and progressive movement. 

The course dif'f'ers from recent syllabuses 
prepared by the Communist Party not only in its 

i 

content ~- which is Marxist~Leninist, and not a 
revisionist perversion of' Marxism-Le ninism -- but 
also in its. method. This . rejects the method of' 
"1 t' • !I h. h h 1 b ec ur1ng w IC . as ong een the principal 
~ethod of what li~tl~ education has been carried on 
1.n rec?nt years . WI t~In the Co~munist Party and Young 
Cammun1st League. S1nce the a1m of' the course is to 
raise the polit~cal ~evel of' those taking part, the 
m~th?d ~dopted 1n ~his course is that of' controlled 
discuss1on: A.lead~ng Comrade having been appointe d 
as .tutor, It 1s this Comrade's f'unction to present a 
series of caref'ully worded questions to the class 
By this method Comrades have to think out f'or · 
themselves the ans1-1ers to the questions, which are 
arranged to proceed logically from one point to t h e 
next. 

The answers provided in the text are not intended 
as model answers, but as a guide to the answer that 
the tuto1, should endeavour to draw out f'rom the (; lass. 
~f a Comr~de p~ts.f'orward an ahswer to a question tha t 
1s wrong 1n prlnciple, the tutor should not comment 
but ask: "Does everyone agree?" · -- ende a vouring to 
draw ?ut a cri~icism of' the error and an answer to t ho 
question that 1s closer to the truth ..__ avoidin~ any 
tendency to make a Comrade who has given a wrong · 
answer f'eel "small". 

If' it is not possible to draw out a correct answer 
f'rom the c~ass, the tutor should, in a comradely 
manner, po1nt out objections to the ·answer put . 
f'orward and, f'rom there, make a f'urther attempt _to 
draw o.ut the correct answer. · · 

When a correct answer to a question has been put 
f'orwa~~' the tutor should s ti 11 ask: "Does everyone 
agree. , endeavouring to clear up any doubts that 
may be expressed. 

Only when there appears to be general agreement o:n 
the correct answer to a question should the tutor 
sum u th · ' ~ e answer brief'ly and proceed to the next question. 



The questions should be direqt~d hot to individual .. · .. 
Comrades, but to the· class ·as a Wh()le. Some new Comrad~s 
may at first be reluctant to express a viewpoint, ~1~ 
though the .. method pf controlled .discussion assists them 
to think out ari answer even if they do not express it. 
The tutor may ass.ist in drawing out such Comrades by 
asking them during the discussion: "Do you agree? 11 • 

No doubt in the course of 6rganislng · classes around 
this syllabus, expe rience will suggest improve~ ents in 
the content and· method of· the course . The Marxist
Leninist Organisation of Britain will be plea sed 
to receive tutors' suggestions for improving future 
editions of the course in the light of oxperiGnce. 

THE MARXIST-LENINIST ORGAN]SATION OF. BRITAIN 

SYLLABUS 

.Class One: The Development of Society. 

Class Two: 
Class Three: How Capitalism Works. 

Class Four: The State and the Road to Socialism. 

Class Five: The Party of the Working Class. 

Class Six: The National Question. 

Class Seven: War. 

Class Eight: How Socialism Works. 

Class Nine: The World Outlook ·of Marxism-Leninism. 



Class One: THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY 

1 . WHAT IS ECONOMI CS? 

The science of the ways in whi-·ch men sat:tsfy 
their material needs (for food, clothing, hou~ing, 
etc . ) . 

2 . WHAT IS POLITICS? 

The science of the ways in which men organise 
themselves in society . 

(NOTE: It is broader than "the science of government"; 
primitive peoples, without state or government, yet 
have political organisation). 

3. WHAT IS PRODUCTION? 

T~e transformation of raw materials into things 
which men can use, that is, into products. 

(NOTE: The product of one productive process, such as 
iron, may form the raw material of another productive 
process, such as engineering). · · 

4. WHAT ARE r-1EANS OF PRODUCTION? 

The tools which men use. to- carry on product ion 
from stone axe-head to aut_oma~ed plant. 

5. WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPAL SOCIAL SYSTEMS KNOWN TO 
HISTORY? 

a. Primitive .. communism, as in African tribal society~ 
b. Slavery, as in· the Roman Empire. 
c. Feudalism, as in meiiaeval Europe. 
d. Capitalism, as in Britain today. 
e. Socialism, as in the People's Republic of 

Albania. 



6. WHAT IS EXPLOITATION? 

The act of living, partlY :. or wholly, on the 
work of others . . 

7. WHAT IS A SOCIAL CLASS? 

A social group 
a) which owns .means of produ.c:tion and lives by · 

exploiting a clas~ ~hich does not; or 
b) which owns means of production and lives by 

its own work; or 
c) vJhich does not own means of production and 

is exploited by a social class which does. 

8 . WHAT ARE THE BASIC SOCIAL CLASSES IN BRITAIN TODAY? 

,_ . 
-~· 4·-- -·-··· 

a . The capitalist cle_s~ or bourr;eoisie, which. owz;:~ 
the principal means of i~--.·;·1uction and lives by explo1ting 
the social class which d~es no~ (the_working class). 

b. The middle class or petty bour~eoisie, which 
owns small moans of production and lives primarily by 
its own work. 

c. The working class or proletariat, whtch does 
not own means of ~reduction and is exploited by a 
social class which does (the capitalist class) . 

9. WHICH OF THE SOCIAL SYSTEMS .KNOWN TO HISTORY ARE 
BASED ON EXPLOITATION? 

a. Slavery (in whiuh the · slav~ class ·is exploited . 
by the slaveowning class) • . · ... 

. ... 
b. Feudalism (in whicb the serf: c _·lass i's exploited ,· 

by the feudal ari~to~racy, the Jorda). 

c . Capitalism (in which the working class is 
exploited by the capitalist class). 

: .!: . I"' 

10 . WHAT IS THE BASIC CAUSE OF HISTo'RICAL CHANGE 
FROM ONE SOCIAL SY.STEM. TO ANOTHER? . 

The development of ·tools · and techniques . · 

This developmenb occurs within a particular . . 
social system until the point is reach~d . where these 
new tools and teehniques can n6 longer be developed -
or even used to the f~ll -~ within that particular 
social system. The frustrations resultin g from this .. 
give rise to a Pt?litical moveme_nt, the _ aims of which 
are to change the social system to s new one . Event
ually this change is brought about, .allowing th~ 
tools and techniques to ·:be developed further within 
the new social system . 

The first st.age·. of human society was -one in , 
which tools and techniques were so primitive, and 
production in co_nsequence· so' low, that it was :possible 
for a man to produ~e only ~arely su~ficient to .keep ·. 
himself and his dependents alive . There was , therefor·e, 
no surplus which .anyone could take . Exploitation w~~ : 
impossible , means of production were communally owned,. 
and the social system was one · of primitive .classless 
communism . 

However , within primitive . communism tools and 
techniqtes were - developed , until the point was reached· 
where it became possible for a man to produce more 
than was necessary to keep himself and his dependents 
alive . Until this .point prisoners- of- war had usually 
been eaten, since they ~ould not be turned into · ·· 
slaves; now, however, cann~balism came to be regar ded 
as immoral , because it WB:S no longer economic : by · 
turning a prisoner-of-war into a slave, it was 
possible to :>btain · from him, not 6rie. meal , but a. 
1 if e t i me 0 f meals . . . . . . . 

Thus, as a. res.utt of -the development of tools· 
and techniques, primitive communism gave way tO slavery: 
society became divided into two classes: a cla:s·s .of ·: 
exploiting ~iav~owners and a class of exploited slaves. 



But within slavery, tools and techniques were 
developed to the poi~t where the purely forced labour 
of the slave (who worked only in order to avoid pun
ishment) ceased .. to be capable of using and dev~lop1ng 
these new tools and techniques adequately. In conse
quence, the slaveowners gradually transformed the basis 
of their exploitation into a · new · form in which the 
exploited pe#sants were given an interest in the use 
and development of the new tools and techniques. Slavery 
was transformed into serfdom . In feudal society the 
serfs, although legally tied to their -lord's estate, 
were permitted to work partly on their own strips 
of land. They had, however, to work also on their 
lord's own estate, and to hand over to him a pro
portion of the produce from their own strips. 

But within feudalism tools and techniques 
were developed further. A new class of merchants 
and artisans appeared in the towns. The serfs, in 
alliance with the rising merchsnt class, succeeded 
in winning their freedom from serfdom, in commuting 
their labour service to a system of money Pents. 

But with the commutation of labour service, the 
lords found themselves unable to obtain labour for 
their private estates . To obtain this (as well as for 
other secondary reasons) they proceeded to "enclose" 
the peasants' own land, that is, to drive them from 
it so as to force them to seek employment as wage
labourers in order to live. · 

Great numbers of these dispossessed peasants 
migrated to the towns to seek employment with the 
merchants and artisans -- the working class was born. 
Within the framework of feudal society, a new social 
system -- capit~lism -- began to develop. 

'· 

But the merchant capitalists found _ their 
efforts to devel.op, :the, new capitalist system (on which 
their wealth deperi'ded) frustrated by. the opposition of 
the ruling feudal aristocracy. This frustration gave 
rise. to a political movement to change the social . . . 
system, and eventually the power of the feudal aristo-



• 

cracy was overthrown. The c _Apitalist class became the 
ruling class. 

Within the framework of· c·apita.list so·ciety, tools 
and techniques were developed at an unprecedented 
rate. In this century the point has been-reached 
where the full use and development of these new tools 
and techniques is beihg held back by the continued 
existence of a social system which has- outlived its 
usefulness. to the mass of the people. This is the 
basis of the crisis withiri the capitalist world, and 
it has forced into existence a mavement to change 
the socialist system t·o 8 new one: the tJocialist 
movement. 

The soc·ialist mov·ement is based _on the social class 
which has everything to gain and nothing .to lose by 
the replacement of capitalism by a ne•v society, that 
is, on the working class. 

In this century the working class in one-third of 
the world has replaced capitalist society by socialist 
society -- although, for reasons to be considered, in 
many of these countries a temporary reversion to 
capita 1 ism ha s take n p 1 ace . 

The task of establishing a socialist society in 
Britain is the historic tssk which faces the British 
working clas~. _ · 

11. 1tlHAT IS MEANT BY "PROGRESSIVE"? 

That which helps forward the development of society. 

12. WHAT IS .MEANT BY "REACTIONARY"? 

That which tends to hold back, or turn back, the 
development of society • 

13. WHAT IS THE STATE? 

The machinery of· force · by which one class rules oyer 
the rest of the people • . 

In primitive c·ommunism, a cl~ssless society·, there 
was no state machinery of force. The state came into 



being with the establishment of class-divided society, 
since the slaveowners found itnecessary to hold ~own 
the exploited slave class by force. · 

In slav~ society the state was the ma~hinery ~f 
rule of the slaveowning class. In feudal society the 
state was the machinery of rule of the feudal aristo
cracy. In capitalist society the state is the machinery 
of rule of the capitalist class. · 

As we shall see, the working class (although it 
is not and will not be an exploiting class) also finds 
the need of its own machinery of force, its own state, 
in order to maintain socialist society and prevent 
its destruction by the capitalist class which has 
lost i t s wealth and power.Thus, in a socialist society 
the state is · the machinery of rule of the working class . 

J.4. 1-VHAT IS A REVOLUTION? 

The forcible replacement of the rule of one class 
by that of a more progressive class. 

15. WHICH OF THE SOCIAL SYSTEMS KNOWN TO HISTORY 
WAS ESTABLISHED BY MEANS OF REVOLUTION? 

a. The capitalist system, as a result of the 
revolutionary overthrow of the political power of the 
feudal aris·tocracy in the capitalist or bourgeois . 
revolution. 

b. The socialis~ system, as a result of the 
revolutionary overthrow of the political power of the 
capi~aliBt class in the working class, proletari~n or 
socialist revolution. 

16. WHAT IS A COUNTER-REVOLUTION? 

The forcible replacement of the rul~ · of one class 
by that of a more reactionary class. 

For example, just after the first world war the 
Hungeri~n · c~pitalist class seized power from the working 
class by the counter-revolutionary overthrow of the 
Hungarian Soviet .Republic. . . 

17. WHAT SOCIAL CLASS WAS PUT INTO POWER BY: 

a) THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION OF 1640? 

The British capitalist class. 

b) THE FRENCH REVOLUTION OF 1789? 

The French capitalist class. 

c) THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF MARCH, 1917? 

The Russian capitalist class. 

d) THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF NOVEMBER, 1917? 

The Russian workihg class. 

Next class: 

HOW CAPITALISM WORKS. 

--------------- · 
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