court ruling that the miners’ strike is official.

The miners’ leaders have refused to bow down to the court’s class law — and the
Judge said that if the fines were not paid within two weeks he would impose further

penalties, maybe seizure of the union’s funds.

As at Cammell Lairds
shipyard in Birkenhead,
the courts are trying to say
that fighting for jobs is a
crime.

“We’'ve got unelected judges
dispensing not justice, but class
justice, against our people who
are involved in a struggle to
maintain jobs and maintain the
communities in which they live.

The labour movement’s
answer must be to prepare

for general strike action lf There’s been a gaunﬂet
the courts seize the NUM  thrown down. That gauntlet has
funds or jail the miners’ been picked up.

The miners’ union has been
told after seven months of
official strike action that the
strike is no longer legal or

F R —

leaders.

Trade unionists should
demand that the TUC calls ,
official. P

a general strike. At the g e e R
. G, the rank and ST SV
file cannot -wait for he National Executive Com-
TUC: organise now for mittee of the NUM, meeting on

strikes if the courts do not Monday October 1, 1984, were
back down. told that there were writs issued

s class law

—
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ON Wednesday October 10 the High Court fined the National Union of Mineworkers
£200.000, and Arthur Scargill £1,000, for “contempt of court™ in defying an earlier

'ARTHUR SCARGILL SAYS:
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Day conference called by Socialist Organiser on:
‘FIGHTING THE TORIES: SOCIALIST ANSWERS’
In London. Sessions include: How to fight for jobs; the
Alternative Economic Strategy; winning the Labour Party
to socialist policies; police accountability ; alternatives to

the police; debate on Defence. -
Details from. SO, 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY

B
=
T

against the NUM seeking
sequestration of the funds ot the
union, and also against the
National President seeking to-
commit him to Pentonville

Following a full discussion, _.
the NEC unanimously agreed
the following steps:

1. To fully endorse and sup-
port the views and comments
expressed by the National Presi-
dent during the interview on
Channel Four News on Friday
September 28, 1984; ;

2. Irrespective of the High
Court decision the Executive
unanimously reaffirms its deter-
fination to continue to deal with

Continued on page 4
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Dennis Skinner speakmg at the Tribune Rally at Labour Party

- Conference.

SOMEBODY has to tell the
TGWU when they’re wrong, and

they were wrong today. They

were wrong when Moss Evans
went to that rostrum and hood-
winked the conference into
believing -that the issue was all

about the man who issued the

writ, when it was a question of
- committing the whole movement
to the NUM..
I'm fed up thh gesture _poll—
tics from some of the big unions.

Posing. Bragging. Why did they

play the peaceful role in this ‘30
week strike — more than half a
year?

There were all those pay

claims that have gone in, from

all these various trade unions,
and everyone knows right from
the very earliest days that Mrs
Thatcher couldn’t handle more

than one trac'e union dlspute ata

time.

They should have put in a pay
claim and doubled the number
they first thought of. Because
the would have got what they
wanted And right throughout
this spring and summer the pay
claims have gone in, and they
haven’t got the political or
industrial nouse to take advan-

tage of -the 51tuat10n They’ll |

regret it.

They’ll regret what they did

- today. 1 hope that there is
nobody in there waiting for the
trade unions to tell them what to
do if Arthur Scargill and Peter
Heathfield are put in jail.

I hope you’re not going to be
like some of them, always crying
out for some leadership — say-
ing ‘I hope our.leaders will tell
us whattodo”.

If the miners had adopted that
attitude in some of the areas,
like Nottingham,

took the initiative.
You’re not going to get Terry

Duffy telling you to come out on

strike. You're not going to get
David Basnett telling you to
come out on strike...It will be
on everybody’s head ~ here.

‘When the talking has stopped

you’ve got to take some action..
I have to say to Neil as well

based on what he said yester-
day, about parhamentary demo-
cracy...and what about all those

" health workers down in Barking,
in some extra-

taking part
parliamentary act1v1ty‘7

Of course we can’t accept the
nostrum that we’ve got to wait
and sleep for four or five years
until there’s a parliamentary

G e t AN‘SED

Become a supporter of the Socialist

Orgamser AHiance — groups are. establi-

shed in most large towns. We ask £1.50 a_

month minimum {20p unwaged) contri-
ution from supporters.

-----
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then there

wouldn’t be anybody out on
~ strike there. They went out and

| want to become a Soci... .
iser supporter/ | want more n..orm-

ation.
Name .......coieeirerreccinae e eisenpernanans

AAIESS ....eoeeeeeereeeseeersesaeaeesseaserenas

.B-l.lttoohnolt.liol.a..pl...._.n.'bl‘llclcoun'.Olill.I.l

Send to Socialist Organiser, 28
Mlddle Lane, London-N8 8PL.

election, and 'then' the sun will
- shine. :

Most of the major leaps for-

~ward that have been made by
the working class haven’t been
made high up there in the

Houses of Parliament — they’ve

been made on the streets and
the picket lines.

IN 1972 when those five dockers
were in Pentonville Jail, you

had.that march down there. You °

could actually feel the galvan-

isation of the spirit of the work-

ing class.
The TUC had only threaten-

ed to have a one-day strlke and

within hours they found the
Official Solicitor. He was sent

-~ down there because our side had
T owon,

And Ted Heath had to come to
the dispatch box, despite his

majority, despite all the talk

about parliamentary majorities
and democracy, he had to come
to the dispatch box and say:
*“The Industrial Relations Act is
in cold storage chaps’’. We beat

them — so they can be beaten.

-~ Dennis Skinner
~ So, switch on at 6, canvass for

food, canvass for money before |

we finally win this strike. Call on
your Labour councils to black all
those lorry firms that have gone

- through the picket lines...

Do as Derbyshire County
Council have done and refuse to
pay the excessive police bills as
a result of the use of Thatcher’s

“private army in the coalfields.

You can’t have a strike that
lasts this long unless you use it.
So join us, we’re on the way to
victory, we’re going for gold. ..

A victory for the miners is a
victory for us all.

jan-

extremely interesting.

THERE was a lady at Labour
Party conference saying that
we should make sure the
miners- have a good Christ-

! mas. -

'l tell you what I’'m look-
ing for in Christmas and I
think it’s going to be great.

Twelve days before Christ-
mas I’'m going to decorate
- my Christmas tree, put the
fairy lights on, plug it in and

sod all’s going to happen.

- We’ll be dancing in the

streets. The rest of the com-
munity is going to be putting
their turkeys and plum pudd-
ings in the cooker and sod

all’s going to happen.

- This was the first confer-
ence I’ve attended and it was

Everybody = was waiting
with baited breath for Arthur
Scargill to get up and talk
about the energy resolution.
And the Executive accepted
the energy resolution because

what 1t talked about was that

conference deplores the total

~dishonesty of the Conserva-
tive government and goes on

to say it recognises a whole-
sale and unprecedented oper-
“ation  involving unlawful
actions by the police, organ-
ised violence against miners,
their picket lines and their
- communities, by means of an
unconstitutional - national
police force.

Now the executive accep-

ted that because it didn’t tie
them down to anything, it
didn’t say what we were
going to do about it. *

Police violence

Then we had the compo-
sites. And the Newark com-
posite actually asked for
conference, the rank and file
activists, to condemn the

- police violence used against

the miners.
[t went on to list our
demands — disband the SPG,

abolish political surveillance;

ban the use of riot equip-
ment, mounted police, dogs,
etc. in industrial disputes;

freedom of access to all

/::::- oo __7__;._,;;;;_._3.__ )

personal files; for an inde-
pendent body to investigate
complaints against the police;
and enact legislation to make
police play no part in indus-
trial disputes. :

They were jibbing at that
last one because they know

- that if a Labour government

is elected they are going to

have exactly the same sort of

problems — rank and file
militants demanding the
rights we’ve been fighting for
for 200 years and they were

~ terrified of that because they.
want to use exactly the same

means to put us down.

The Labour -leadership
doesn’t want to ban riot
equipment, because it will

need to use it against us and

that is why there was such a
kick back.
The other resolutions were

- talking about looking into the

criminal law, and one of them
talks about trade unions in
the police force. That’s quite
a legitimate aim. We did
ought to have free democratic

trade unions for police
officers. o
There were, of course,

other issues than the miners
at Labour Party conference

e

Greenham

S {:‘2;.

Paul Whetton’s
weekly diary

‘I think it was a very
healthy debate on black
sections. The motion fell but
I don’t think that’s going to
be the end of it.

The ethnic minorities are
going to want representation
and I think that positive dis-
crimination in ‘- order to
attract some of the ethnic

minorities into the Labour

Party 1s vital. |

The same with women’s
organisations. The women’s
involvement in the miners’
dispute has already been

talked about — we couldn’t

have managed without it.

Homet’s_nest

We’ve stirred a hornet’s
nest up. God knows how
we’re going to live with them
when this dispute’s over,

They’re politically active
and that’s very important.
If Pd gone down to our
Welfare a year ago and asked
for women.to go down to
Common, |
couldn’t have got a car load.

Now if you go and ask,
there’s a bus load wants to

go, because they have recog-
‘nised what. the women of

Greenham Common are fight-
ing for.

The tie up between what
is happening in our dispute
and what has been happen-
ing in Northern Ireland is
becoming increasingly clear

for us to see. People can also - |
~understand now the harass-
ment .that ethnic minorities

have to put up with, and we
can now see the reality of

policing Northern Ireland for

ourselves
It’s woken the lads up to

realise tha@ this has been

- ‘- - - - ~

- to.

‘rank and file.
Kinnock what to do and if
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going on there for years. I

believe that this dispute is
real.ly going to politicise
miners and their families.

The question is where do
we go from here? Kinnock
and the party leadership
have no intention of imple-
menting those party resolu-
tions. In fact he’s gone out
and said “‘I’'m in charge’. Well,
if that’s true, Neil Kinnock
doesn’t belong to the same
Labour Party that 1 belong

Because there is no leader

of the party in charge. The
leader of the party is the
. They tell

Kinnock doesn’t want to
follow the orders, then he
gets down and makes ‘way.
for someone that is.

- The 1mplementatlon of
conference decisions is one
of the basic principles of
belonging to the Labour
Party. o

~ We saw  how Wilson
abused it and now Kinnock
is saying the same thing.
Kinnock is saying we’ve got
four years~in which to cam-
paign for the re-election of a
Labour government. That
means we, the rank and file,
have got four years to make
sure that the Labour govern-
ment we get is the one we
want, the one we need and

. the one that we deserve.

I would urge everyone,
especially the women, to
go out and recruit. Having
joined is not enough, we’ve.
got to go out and recruit,
and put the pressure on the
upper echelons because they
are the ones who are going
to be saying in Wilson’s
words, I'm the one stand-
ing on the bridge of the
ship and I can see a lot
further than you so I’'m the
one who is going to .decide
which direction the ship goes
in. - o
The leadership has got to
be told — we are the crew,
we’re doing the rowing and
we’ll decide which direction
this boat goes. |
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Albert Bowns
Kiveton Park NUM

We got the support we

wanted from the rank and file
but we certainly didn’t get
the support we wanted from

We think the leadership
have got to come out on the
side of the people they are
supposed to represent.

violence by the police. Dennis

‘Skinner gave us a good exam-

ple of what the leaders of
the party should be saying.

the -leadership, particularly He came out totally .
‘Kinnock. I thought he was  against police violence. He
very skilfull, the way he  explained, and the NUM has
skirted round the issue — it  explained, that the violence
was a typical politician’s  is perpetrated by the police.
- aNSWCT. Time and time again we’ve

had peaceful mass picketing:
But that won’t come out in

the media.
But when we have massed

Kinnock’s speech didn’t  police using the methods they
do that, although he had 2 are using now -- horses, riot
perfect opportumty police, etc., — then of course

He is concerned only to
put forward ©policies he
thinks people will vote for
and so, of course, he was
worried about the violence.
But the present situation is
the perfect opportunity to
put forward socialist policies.
Instead, the leadership are

working people are ‘moder-

you get retaliatory violence.

[ don’t think you should
condemn people for retalia-
ting which is just a form of
defending themselves.

As for the black sections
and women’s debates, it
seems to me that for these

At the moment they are

Applause at Blackpol

B

Labour conf erence as miners saw it

Rank and file backs NUM

Alan Wassell Weldale NUM

debate, but as we arrived the

their ranks. I think that’s a

ating the Labour Party with

ackpool ’84

Barry

going down the same road people to get their ideas
that past leaders of the  over they’ve got to be able to D
~Labour Party have gone  form groups to put that point a yne S
down., .. over to the Labour Party , _ . | SR
They think that all  “hierarchy. We just missed the miners’ ting the unemployed into to press the resolution associ-

? Keresley

ates’. But what is happening ‘being discriminated against conference was in a state of o d.isgrace- and it wan;s putting Scargill’s defiance of the |

to us now is not moderation in the Labour Party just as “euphoria. “right as soon as possible. courts, in case it destroyed |

and I think working people they are in everyday life. - Since Monday, for me, the Listening to Neil Kinnock any of the gains they’d made N l , M

now Tecognise that this Unless these. pressure | tone of the conference has  and his condemnation of the  on Monday. |

Thatcherism is hitting them_ ~ groups are able to get into | slipped away, and I think the  picket line violence I’'m afraid Having been here all week, The support we have had

hard. sections of power, they’ll not. | NUM have been lucky to  that most of the criticism of 'm going away with a similar from the delegates coming in
Kinnock should have come  be able to put their point | come ‘away .with what they  picket line violence came  feeling that I left the TUC | has been fantastic. We must

out totally opnosed to over. #ot on Monday, and not have  from the people who have  conference at Brighton with, | have raised many thousands
| ) | it taken back off them with  never actually been on an  We’ve had - some hollow of pounds for the NUM.

further resolutlons later in NUM picket line. It’s time rhetoric, with no concrete Nuneaton Labour Party

paid our expenses to come
up here to collect money.

People in the hotel where
we are staying are contribu-
ting food.

Do you think it’s been a good
conference for the NUM?
There’s been a

that Kinnock got off the
picket fence and got on the
picket line and then he could
speak with some authority on
the subject.

I think the feeling of the
conference was that the NUM

¢ | the week.

J Parry O
Parkside NUM

support offered. We’ve yet
to see anybody come out in
support of the miners and
say they’re out in support of
the miners. Consequently
they might -actually take
Arthur or the funds and get

the debate on unemployed
into. the unions, when the
union block vote lined up
against it — 5 million trade

.

\r-‘

I think it’s been a great

conference — with a little bit

Derek Hatton (Deputy Leader,

| Council).
| Assemble: 11.00 am, rear of F orb Hall, Alder Street,

| Atherton. Move off 11.30 pm. Rally at Atherton
| Labour Club.

If they jail Arthur or take

our funds I think the other

Liverpool City

|

Church Warsop Women’s Action Group
desperately require donations of food and money in
our effort to feed our families and sustain our

struggle. -

Donations to: 98 St Laurence Avenue
Bolsover, Chesterfield, S44 6HT.

_—

The miners of Tower Pit in South Wales have invited
the orgamsatlons in Islington to visit the South Wales
NUM in the Cynon Valley. The Islington Mmers

Support Committee will be organising a coach.
Saturday 13 October 1984

Coach tlckets £4 each from:

3 Davenant Road, N19. Tel: 263-0069 or 263 2508

unionists voted against accep-

and the TGWU were reluctant

away with it.

John Ratcliffe, Bold NUM,

Lancashire:

The best thing that’s come

out of the conference for us
is a lot of Labour support, a
lot of MPs are backing us all
the way now. Kinnock got a
bit of a bashing on Monday,

but he made a come-back on

Tuesday and we saw him on
Tuesday night and he gave us
a good word. He’s signed
some Coal Not Dole posters
for us which proves that
Kinnock is behind us, not as
a lot of people say, sitting on
the fence.

Overall it’s been a very
good conference for Labour
itself and for the miners.

Now that the conference is

over, Neil has got a lot more
support than he had before
he came and looking forward
we can now see a Labour
government in the near
future.

What about Kinnock’s con-
demnation of picket line
violence? Isn’t that sitting on
the fence? |

Well it is in a way, 1t
depends whose violence he is
condemning, the pickets or
the police. The police are
using more violence than we
are. When the police come
running at you with trun-
cheons, on horses, he should

‘be condemning the police,

not all violence, but. the

police in particular.

John Ratcliffe Bold NUM

Do you think he did that?
- That’s
he’s not saying where the

what’s annoying,

violence is coming from, he’s

just condemning all violence.

‘What do you think about the

court case being put off to

Wednesday?

All that was a pioy I
don’t think they would have

tried to come in here to arrest

him.

They d]d this before with
the NGA - they seized their
funds, they’ve tried it
South Wales, and they can try
it natlonally now but 1 don’t
think they’ll get anything out
of us.

If Arthur goes to jail we all
go to jail.

in

good
response from delegates to

of unity and the more like  unions in this country should G _M.;.&w Sitmmeessaaammes | Arthur Scargill.
this conference, the more call a general strike. To the | : G 4 $he oy sei i aligi e | wiot do you think of Kin-
unity we’ll get. . Tories, the working man | ¢ PR NIMARNY VAN YT VS ABMw . | nock’s condemnation of all
The miners have domin- means nothing. We haven’t | T o B el s e e e . : :
s | . SRS T T P comimnandiess | violence, including that of the
ated the conference and got the money the Tories | i S 7 : Sk R B e : 9 :
1 we’ve had a bit of unity come  have got but we’ve got the | & . 111I0L 101G V22 yYS | pickets? What do you think
down. y heart fn d will g : . e i of the view that Kinnock is
s ~ —_— PSS Suascntidg piysedan adibasg gy | sitting on the fence?
| e —————————mem e | 1Al JRCaARS DUP PRI | 1 have to agree with that
% | North-West Regional Labour Movement. @ HR e G theory. I've been on the
| March & Rall | ; = : s picket line myself, and the
T h 'M'y 193 - G o e S e police harassment is intimida-
l Victory -to the Miners: : sead & | ting. At our colliery they’re
| Saturday November 3. Speakers include : & | pushing you back off the
Dennis Skinner MP Les Huckfleld MEP, Sid Vincent S - o | path which is only 3 feet
(NW Region NUM) Bernard Catterall (West Pennine Lo . o Kfcees anﬁngey?{ 321333 g;’:;
‘NGA), Susan Wilson, (Plank Lane Miner’s Wife) and ‘ . . . . | doing nothing. The Wives

Support Group has been
standing there and the police
use abusive language at them,
calling them prostxtutes and
SO on.

The police start it and we
get the blame for it.

I think Neil Kinnock
should have come out more
against the police, irrespective
of whether it is vote-catching
or not. ‘

I wasn’t politically minded
because [’ve always learnt
don’t mix politics with trade
unionism. But I’ve found out
now through expenence that
both go together.

Hopefully the delegates at
the conference will keep sup-
porting the working class as
they are supposed to do.
They should represent the
working class in the fight
against the Tory government
and that means supporting us
every day through this sirike.

r
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Back the
miners

Scargill
Continued from page -1

its internal affairs in accordance
with the Rules and Constitution
of the NUM, as befits an inde-
pendent and free trade union .

3. To reaffirm as official the
strike action in the British coal-
field, including Yorkshire and
Derbyshire, which has been
sanctioned in accordance with
national rule 41 by a national
delegate conference.

The national delegate confer-
ence is the governing body of
our union, and gives instructions
to all members of the National
Executive and national officials.

I am not someone who wishes
to go to Pentonville Prison. But |
want to make it absolutely clear.
If the choice facing me, and 1
would hope facing any other res-
ponsible trade union or Labour
leader, is to be committed by a
High Court to spend a prison
term in Pentonville or any other

- jail, for standing by this trade

union or our class; or, alterna-
tively, having to live with the
imprisonment of one’s mind for
betraying one’s class — then
there’s no choice as far as I'm
concerned. I stand by my class.

Confrontation

Over the next pertod we're
going to be involved in possibly
the most major confrontation
that we've ever witnessed.

We've got the head of the
police force in London justifying

the use of plastic bullets on

miners’ picket lines. We are now
facing the full might of the
_}UdlClaI'y

We've so many writs we could
paper two buildings the size of
this hall. We’ve got actions
against the South Wales Area,
North Wales Area, Durham

- Area, Yorkshire Area, Lanca-

shire Area, Northumberland
Area, and we’ve got actions
spec1ﬁcal]y against the Scottlsh-
miners.

There are two options avail-
able. Fither we can accept the
imposition of the organised
‘might of the state, or stand by
the policies of the Trades Union
Congress and the policies of the

Party.

This Party is on record
arguing against redundancies.
The TUC are on record arguing
against the anti-trade union
legislation in all its forms and so

is our Party.
Now is the time to turn those

words into deeds.

Arthur Scargill was speak-
ing last Thursday, 4th, at

a Labour Party conferen-

ce fringe meeting organis-
ed by Labour Briefing.

electricity demand

ower cuts:
how soon?

By John Bloxam

WHEN will there be power cuts‘?

The Coal Board, the Elec-
tricity- Board and the govern-
ment say that they can last
through the winter without

“power cuts.

But most estimates put the
existing power station stocks at

between 13 and 14 million

tonnes. Many experts reckon
that nine million tonnes is
‘critical’.

So far, the effects of the stmke
have been cushioned by a very
costly

oil.
A report produced for the

NUM believes that oil-burn has

not vet reached its theoretical
maximum. But it will be difficult
to maintain the 50% figure as
Increases
with colder weather; and
whether the theoretical can be
reached depends on many
things, not least breakdowns.

Power stations have been run
without scheduled maintenance
breaks, and this must have an
effect.

Another factor is the distri-
bution of stocks.

According to a recent New
Scientist report, stocks at power
stations are very unevenly
placed. 50% are at the Midlands
power stations — and under two

million tonnes 1n the South-
East and South-West.™ |
Power cuts could” happen

quite soon in the South if coal

~stocks aren’t diverted shere.

Lorry/convoys — SO 1t 1S repor-

ted may soon be trying to
ferty coal to Didcot power:
"~ station.

Despte government boasts
that coal from the main scabbing
areas would rise to 700 million
tonnes a week, recent produc-
tion figures are little above the
June rate (422,000 tonnes).

Recent reports of the Coal
Board and Electricity Board

stocks from open cast mines by
lorries (agamst TGWU policy

switch to burning oil.
instead of coal. Up to 50% of -
- electricity has been coming from

Notts

ALL the power stations in
the .Trent Valley are still

handling scab coal being'
brought in by non-union
labour. ,

No coal is being brought in
by raii, so it all has to come
in on scab lorries. |

Oi1l is also being brought
into the power stations,

- though pickets at Donning-

ton and Radcliffe are having
a degree of success 1in
stopping oil.

While large collections of
money by power workers are
taking place for the miners,

coal is still being moved
about 1inside the power
stations.

Notts strikers

need money

the Notts Miners Rank and File Strike Committees.
North Notts. Strike Centre, Ollerton Miners’ Wel-

fare, Ollerton, Notts.

South Notts. Miners’ Strike Centre, c/o AUEW,
218 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

|

l

1

|

|

!

!

‘
: Send money" or invitations for fund-raising visits to
|

.

!

]

!

}

and, in the case of a site In

Cannock, against an agreement

with the local council) shows
they are more worried than they
would like to appear.

- But all the calculations
depend on one major variable —
trade union action.

If the. deputies’ union
NACODS came out tomorrow
and stopped all the pits, then,
(if ‘New Scientist’ is right) all
coal stocks would be ﬁmshed in
December.

Picketing by strikers and sup-
porters is also central — not only
to appeal to the workers inside
the stations, but also to stop the
movement of supplies. Pickets,
are being organised at Didcot to
try to stop that station restartmg
(it was shut down ‘for overhaul’
some months ago).
~ Pickets will be even more
essential when the Coal Board
tries to move the estimated 20

million tonnes at present stock-
piled at the pit-head of strike-
bound pits.

Despite the TUC promises,
there is little evidence so far of
action being delivered in the
power stations.

AUEW delegates are due to
meet in Blackpool this week —
six weeks after the TUC!

Reports from the GMBATU 1n

the Midlands suggest tht their
‘consultation exercise’ is still
going on.

The Financial Times last Fri-
day, 5th, reported that the
GMBU and TGWU had just
issued instructions to power sta-
tion shop stewards ‘‘telling
them what fuel to accept and-
cruciallv, what not to accept,
to express thelr solldarltv with
the miners’ .

But there is little evidence of
GMBU and TGWU ofticials
campaigning for solidarity.

The Financial Times sugges-

ted that action was least likely in -

the Midlands power stations,
and most likely elsewhere —
mentioning in particular the big
Fiddlers Ferry station on
Merseyside, and the Grain
stations in the South-East. If
true, this means that those

stations with the lowest stocks:

(and therefore most in need of
“‘new deliveries’’), are most
likely to take action.

What’s most needed 1s local
campaigns organised jointly by
the NUM and other untons, and
speaking directly to power
station workers at rank and file
level.

. posal.

Letter

NACODS still stalhng

THE MINING deputies’ un-
ion NACODS is still sitting on
its 82.5% ballot vote for a
strike, and taking no action.

A strike by the deputies — |

over pay being stopped for
deputies who have not cross-
ed picket. lines, and over
colliery closures -—- would
bring every pit in the country
to a halt, and speed up the
miners’ victory a great deal.

But the NACODS leaders
are using their strike mandate
only as athreatsto give them
weight in their negotiations
with the Coal Board and dis-
cussions with the government
arbitration service ACAS.

The NUM are also to meet
the Coal Board under ACAS

- auspices this Thursday, 11th.

NACODS has proposed a
new procedure of arbitration
over pit closures by a tribunal

separate from both coal
industry - management and
unions.

NUM general secretary

Peter Heathfield says that the

NUM is not opposed in prin-
ciple, but that the real issue
is to force the Coal Board to
withdraw its plans for closur-
es. (This would presumably
be decisive in the terms of re-
ference for any tribunal).

The Coal Board is reported
to oppose the NACODS pro-
‘Independent’ arbitra-

By Clive Bradley

tion is never really iridepend-

ent, and usually favours the

bosses -but the NACODS
scheme would tié the Coal
Board’s hands to some ex-
terit, and it would not take
away the unions’ right to use

industrial action as the last

resort against pit closures.
The press has also specula-
ted that the Coal Board may
withdraw all attempts to find
a form of words for the clos-

~ure of unprofitable pits. In-

stead, there would be a case-
by-case examination of each
pit threatened by closure.
. Peter Heathfield has indi-
cated guardedly that there
might be a basis for negotia-
tion here — if the case-by-
case approach were on the
basis of the 1977 Plan for
Coal, ‘Coal in the Year 2000’.
These developments under-

line once again how secret -

negotiations can harm the
miners’ struggle. Rank and
file members are left totally
dependent on the media to
know what is happening, and
the basic issues — unambigu-
ous withdrawal of the pit
closure programme, and a
four day week to safeguard
jobs in the future — can get
lost in a mass of detail.

The attack the

Sun didn’t splash

LAST Thursday three Manton
miners, including NUM Branch
Scecretary  Ddve  Potts,
remanded in custody at Mans-

field magistrates court, charged-

with threatening to murder arch-
scab Bob Taylor, his wite and
two children. The supposed
evidence comes from Taylor
himself, one of the two York-
shire miners who have gone to
the High Court to try to get
Arthur Scargill jailed.

The media splashed the story.

~ As far as they're concerned, the

three strikers are guilty and they

are going to play it for what it's

worth.

The strikers’ defence has
been ignored. At the magis-
trates court, an attempt by
defence solicitors to get report-
ing restrictions lifted ‘was first
granted, then revoked by the
bench.

The case stands in stark con-
trast to an incident in Notting-

were

By John Bloxam

ham reported by Paul Whetton
to the Notts Miners’ Rank and
File Strike Committee/Socialist
Organiser fringe meeting at the
Labour Party conference.

““Most of you know ahout the
striker from Rufford who
received a knock on his door late
at night. There was a working
miner standing there, with a
four-foot, cross-cut bow saw and
a Stanley knife in his hands. He
commenced to try to saw the
head off the striking miner with
the result that the striker fin-
ished with 132 stitches in his
head, £1,000 worth of damage
done to his house and an attack
on his 82 month pregnant wife.

*“*That didn’t get on the front
page of the Sun. And after the
scab was arrested he was
charged with grievous bodily
harm and then released on
unconditional bail.”’

Answerlng the police

SPEAKING in Middleton on 22
May 1848, the Chartist John
West observed: ‘‘It was of no

use agitating except the people
would be organised in a similar

manner to the military and the

police.”’
After being for months con-
fronted and attacked by well-

organised and equipped police is
it not time that the miners took

this observation to heart?

The police do not leave their
helmets behind when they act on
behalf of the Conservative
government and the propertied
classes. Why then do the miners
leave their helmets behind when
they go on picket lines on behalt

. of the working class?

A photo in Socialist Organiser
no. 187 showed miners occupy-
ing Rossington colliery wearing
their helmets. Surely that
example could be built on.

An important interview in

- Socialist Orgamser 182 showcd

that the miners’ union has with-
in its ranks at least one former
soldier. Surely former soldiers
in the union could help to organ-
ise the miners’ picketing oper-
ations so that they are more
effective.

Let us see miners drawn up in
good order in their miners’
clothes in detachments of 10, S0,
100, 1000, etc., taking up the

strategic positions outside the,

mines (and why not also inside
them, occupying them) and at
other appropriate places.

Drawn up in such a way there
would be .no question of the
police ‘‘sratching’™ and arrest-
ing individual miners almost at
will. The police would no longer
control the situation, pushing
pickets to one side. They would
no longer be dcaling with a
crowd but with a disciplined
torce able to stand firm against
and defeat their baton and
cavalry charges.

It is time Miners’ Guards,
more than 100,000 strong,
showed that they will not toler-
ate any longer the way the
police are behaving.

Comradely greetings,

DAVID HARRIS

—tp

~under Lyme;

- Road Haulage;

Peter McNestry, NA cobs
secretary.

The method used by
Solidarnosc when it relayed
its negotiations over closed-

circuit television to a mass

audience of workers would
be bette;; |

Midlands
action

WEST Midlands TUC have
called a week of action in sup-
port of the miners, starting on
October 8.

But as I write, on October 7,
no details or instructions have
been given as to what ‘action’.

This is the first solidarity that
West Midlands TUC has organ-
ised other than fund raising.

In North Staffs, the Trades
Council organise various activ-
ities during the week (meetings,
street and pub collections, etc).

The Miners Support Commit-

- tee 1n the West Midlands has

drawn up a list of firms that have -
been breaking picket lines, and

| . are asking for solidarity action to

black them. They are:

Apple Bee, Wolverhampton
BOC; CA Boulton, Newcastle
B&C Haulage,
Ashbourne; Coombes, Cheshire;
CTS Midlands Ltd, Tamworth;
Century QOils;  Corbishleys,
Staffordshire; Glover Cables,
Stalybridge; Grahams Coaches,
Stoke; Hoveringham; J. Harvey,
Cheadle, Staffs; Kettle & Co.,
Stoke; Lyme Valley Commer-
cials, Newcastle under Lyme;
A. Morris, Chester; Midlands
Midland Tool
Hire; P&M Coal & Transport
Services, Stoke; Parry’s Coaches
Walsall; Stevensons  Buses,
Uttoxeter; Seddon (Plant &
Haulage) Ltd;  Sprostons;
Steetley:  Stoke  Transport;
Tarmac; Towel Master Work-
wear  Services;  Vendepac;
W. Voxwell, Stoke; Walkers,
Matlock; West Midlands Trans-
port; Weetman of Weston;
Wass, Stoke; Wakemans of
Cannock; Deggs, Stoke; Berres-
fords Buses, Stoke; Stoniers
Buses, Stoke; Crystal Coaches,
Stoke;  Thomsons;  Porthili
Transport, Newcastle under
Lyme; Thomson Babbs, Stoke;
Jarvis, Telford; Parry’s Shrop-
shire;  Speéencers, - Newcastle
under Lyme; JL Birch, Endon;
Haydon & Sons, Biddulph.

-
+

Drive in the colleges

Socialist Organiser sellers at the London School of Economics report
that they sold about 70 papers last week.

Sizeable numbers of papers have been sold at other colleges start-
ing the new term about now — 15 at North Staffs Poly, for example

and in London alone about haif a dozen students have expressed
interest in becoming SO supporters.

A number of the regular sales were down a bit last week: the

Hulme estate sale in Manchester,

16; Southwark’s estate sale,

9: Islington's estate sale, 9; the Holborn tube sale, 18; Highbury

Corner., S.

But Cardiff comrades are planning to start a street sale, and the

Stoke group an estate sale.

Send in news of your local sales to 214 Sickert Court, London Nl

25Y.



“When blacks were harass-
ed we said: It’s not us. But:

/ere ethnic)

minorities

now

I would just like to take you back
7 or 8 months, when we did start
picketing on a large scale in
Nottinghamshire and other
places. On several occasions we
had 5-6,000 pickets — no
problems — I witnessed several

pickets, some a lot bigger than
that, with 1500-2000 pickets.
6-7 lads stopping cars, talkmg
to people, turning most of them

 back.
Then we went down to Birch

Copplce around March 19. In
the pit lane the Chief Constable
asked what we were doing. We
told him we’ve come down here

to peacefully persuade our

fellow members not to go to
work. Fair enough, he said,
pick out six men and I'll stop
everything that comes in so you
“can talk to them. He did exactly

that. I think there were three

men went into work that night.
On the morning shift exactly
the same thing happened again.
Then a riot van rolls up, and
another one, and I’ve never seen
a police officer so frightened in
"his life. He was terrified of what

‘'was going to happen; he knew

what was going to happen..
Violence

P've never seen provocation

like it. That was the start of it,
‘because we were
success. |

The tactics started then, and
the only criticism I've got of
some of our lads is that it’s

taken them 7-8 months to learn.
They keep getting their heads
beat in, belted around the ear-
holes, but they don’t learn.

They’ve got a blind respect for’

‘the uniform. |

They had to have violence on
‘the picket lines to justify their
presence, because if there was
. no violence they couldn’t justify
the number of police there.

In the beginning, if we had a
picket or rally, they would say
S00 or 1000, and the real figure

“was probably three times what
they said. Now they are doing
the opposite. Why? To justify
what’s coming — tear gas,
maybe, or rubber bullets.

having

T R —————

The truth
about plcket
lme vnolence

Frank Slater (Maltby
NUM), speaking at a
meeting organised by
Socialist Organiser at
Rhodesia (Notts) Miners’-
Welfare on Sunday
0ctober 7.

Some of the thlngs that have
happened at Kiveton are un-

~ believable. You get there and

you are treated as the scum of
the earth, the conspiracy within,

the threat — I'm quite convin-

ced that these coppers have
been dragged into a back room
somewhere and told that there’s

a commumst takeover in this

country.
. Last week, ‘they’ve just
fetched Ulster police into
- Maltby. | |
We stlll don’t know wgo killed

Davy Jones. Some of the leather

I’ve seen given out — they’re
not coppers. We don’t know

~what they are — paras, SAS,

commandos They’re far better

disciplined than any of the

bobbies. The way they come out
of that wood at Maltby, there S
no way-they’re police.

What did we do when blacks
were being harassed? We said
-— it’s not us. But we’re ethnlc

minorities now, and we’re in

for some hammer. We stood
idly by and watched other
people, in other ethnic minor-
ities, getting some hammer, and

we sald nought.

1930
I spent a few days in Belgium,

‘a guest of the Belgian Labour

party. Once a woman came up to
me and said — it was a chilling
experlence — there’s one thing
you mustn 't forget, it’s coming
again. What? She said nobody

would listen to me in 1930 — -

Les Hearn looks at the

attitude of Britain’s fore- -

most popular science
journal, New Scientist, to
" the coal dlspute and the

future of coal.

NEW SCIENTIST has recently
explained in detail why power
cuts are inevitable by Decem-
ber or January, despite CEGB
bravado. This is on the basis of
the CEGB’s own documents.

Perhaps most interesting for a
‘:.Cle.ttlﬁc journal that tries to
remain 1mpart1al” was New
Scientist’s edltorral of Septem-
ber 6.

It pointed out that on paper
the NUM and NCB both agree
on an answer to the dispute —
the Plan for Coal. The problem

1is that the government doesn’t!

And when the NCB calls on
the NUM to abide by the clause
on closing worked-out pits, New
Scientist accuses the NCB of
exposing its own failure to abide

chkets at Rossmgton Yorkshzre jeer 3 polzce va}z

no-one would listen to my hus-
band when he dlsappeared he
was gun-running to fight the
Nazis, never saw him again.
She said she could see it coming
again. ~

When I was in Belgium 1t was
like stepping back nine months.
the same arguments are coming
over to their miners, their
working class,
tions, job losses, and they’re
relying on splits — such as
Notts, Midlands, Leicester-
shire coalfields — there it’s
Turks,
imported labour.

- NACODS

There’s ‘only one answer to

this dispute — we’re going to
win. We haven't got the word
‘lose’ in our rule book. You can
say what you like about
NACODS, it’s about time they
came off the fence, they’ve

 been on it seven months. I’m |
‘not telling our lads no more to

stop havlng a go at NACODS.
They’ve sat on the fence too
long. If they came out they could
shorten the dispute, it could end
up bemg over in a month.
There’s only one thing the work-
ing class get when they compro-
mise — they lose hands down.
We ve gone on too long;
we’ve gone too far in this dis-
pute. When Scargill and them
say go back to work, we’ll g0

‘back — and not unt11 We've

got the finest leadership we've
ever had.
-How many years have they

been pushing the unemployed

around and we’ve said nought?

by the Pl_an‘ for Coal’s crucial call

for 135 million tons of coal out-
put by 1985.

New Scientist also rubbishes |

the NCB’s accusation of a failure
to increase productivity in line
with the Plan for Coal.

Problem

It identifies the problem as
the hand of the government pull-
ing the strings. The Tories’ call
for short-term proﬁtability may
make economic ‘‘sense’’ but is
“‘no way to plan for the future’

Not only is it a ‘‘strategy of
confrontation’’ over pit closures,

“but it also shows a ‘‘lack of

energy policy for the future”’

New Scientist rules out oil and
nuclear power as a basis for
future energy plans, calling for a

‘“clean coal’
pollution measures. Coal should
also .be used to make synthetic
fuels to replace oil ‘and gas,
when they run out. |

The editorial ends: “‘Plan

. for Coal recognised this future.

The government and the nuners

-

about restric--

Italians and Greeks,

plan, with anti-.

e

et

How many times have they -

lifted them on a street corner

- and given them a good hiding.

At Thurcroft, they lifted a van-

load, took them down the road,

leathered hell out of them, then

let them go, no charges. |
We're getting too soft. It’s

about time we decided an eye for

“an eye and a tooth for a tooth.

I’'m not going to condemn any
violence any more. I've tried it,
but I've seen too much from the
other side.

Some of the pensioners have
" ‘been so brain-washed that they

think the pickets are coming in
to kick them to death because
they lived in a scab village. I've
never heard anything so stupid
in my life. That morning the
pickets deliberately went out of
the way of the pensioners’
houses. What happens? Riot
bobby comes down on a police
horse, pulls his truncheon,
chases lads and as he goes up
pensioners’ row, he’s banging
on the doors. Why? To get the
community against us. But I'll
tell you . go picketing to
Kiveton Park, and it’s one place
you’ll feel secure.

Tear gas

This accusation that’s been
made at Kiveton. If any picket
threatened a pensioner the rest
of the pickets would give hini the

biggest hiding he’s ever had in

his life. And when it comes out
that they used tear gas or rubber
bullets, at Maltby, Kiveton or
anywhere else — people accept
it. |

But we’re not going to accept

should stick to 1t.”’ '
This even-handed conclusion

masks the fact that in the fore-

going discussion, New Scientist

- had voiced no criticism of the

miners.

- New Scientist haS a history of
taking coal very seriously as a
fuel and chemical feedstock and
over the past few months, the
tenor of its coverage has been
subtly to support the argument

of the miners.
For example, a month ago

Michael Cross discussed the
modernisation of coal mining,

‘noting the high quality of

Britain’s coal and reporting the
view of the Electricity Council
that, despite nuclear power, coal
would continue to dominate any
envisaged plan for generating
electricity.

This prospect for coal inevit-
ably raises the spectre of acid
rain from the sulphur contamin-

- ating all coal.

Rather ignorant  nuclear
apologists have remarked on the
supposed irony that environ-

aace

it, back down or compromise.
And when the bobbies set about
us the time will come when we
pick our ground and we’ll set
about them. We’ve tried not to
do it. We went to Allerton By-
water and had them outnum-

~ bered by god knows how many
to one — but we stood around

waiting for the riot bobbies to

“come — that’s how stupid and

naive we are. As far as I'm
concerned, if someone threat-
ens you with violence, then you
threaten them with the same
force back. It’s going to come,
and we ain’t going to be able to
control it.

Me and Pat could have stood'

up at Maltby and asked them to
stop throwing, and both of us
would have got stoned —

because it's not me and him

that’s been at front line every
time and got leathered, it’s not
our brother that’s got dragged
out and beaten to pulp, it’s not
our lad that’s got dragged out —

~ youngest lad.at Maltby, walking
past the picket line, they hfted

him and dragged him across the
road by arms and legs, repeat-

edly kicking him between the

legs. His father saw that and

“just lost control — they couldn’t

arrest him because he was
laying them out right, left and
centre — that’s the kind of reac-

tion they have. They have law- .

abiding people turning -into
‘criminals’. They’re causing it,
not us. They’re starting it, but
we’ll finish it.

These six contractors gomg
back to work — they’re no
threat. We won’t go back until

" mentalists have strengthened
the case for nuclear power by

complaining about acid rain.

Shell

The Shell oil company thinks

otherwise. In “‘Coal in Perspec-
tive’’, they declare that the
economic cases for coal and
nuclear power are equal, but
that a decision to back coal

would be dictated on political"

grounds.

While both have enwron!

mental problems, those of coal

‘“‘can be resolved on the basis of

proven technology’

Michael Cross looks at these
solutions in a follow-up to his
first article. The
refused to implement these solu-
tions on grounds of cost, saying
they would add 6% to electricity

bills. This is somewhat less than'
we  will

have to pay for
Thatcher’s attempt to smash the
IllllleS

It seems inevitable that the
CEGB will be forced to control

acid poHution, so their present

CEGB has * Meanwhile,

BoC. .

“-Id{
lIIIIll,I'\

-~ they’ ve gone anyway But we’ve

contractors at Maltby on plcket
line as well — and they won’t
let them talk to scabs. ~
They’ve done the best thing
they .ould at Kiveton and

SIHYVYH NHOT

Thurcroft — they’ve turned the

whole community against the
Coal Board. Do they think

there’s going to be a happy

smiling relationship when we
get back to work? I think there’ll
be more trouble then than there
is now. I would like to see riot
squads on one of our faces.

Win

We’re not going back until we

win. We might have some argu-
ments about whether it’s
enough — might get 99% of
what we want, but we’ll want
110%. One thing I've learnt,
when you’ve got the power,
you use it. Because the Coal
Board do. Our turn is coming,
and it’s going to come very soon.
Power cuts are starting, the
crisis is coming, and that’s
when we'll rub salt in the

“wounds.

motives are difficult to fathom.
Investing in pollution research
would wundoubtedly cheapen
control in the long run, and yet

the CEGB have actually turned
down a free pilot desulphurls-

ation plant in one power station.

The Birmingham firm Lodge
Cottrell wanted to test its ‘‘dry
scrubbing’’ technique. In this,

flue gasses are passed through

an alkaline solution, which
removes acid gases. The heat of
the gases turns the product into
a dry, compact, non-toxic

powder which is easily dea]t

with.

Bias o
| the CEGB's
vaunted five-year study into

“acid rain has been exposed as

the time-wasting,
saving manoeuvre it 1s.
One year on, only one-fifneth
of the research fund has beer
spent, on three small prosects.
And scientists are complammsg

about bias in the method r.{
allocatton of cash

money-
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THE LAW i (;t neutral . ‘ment have to be'applied and
| equal. Arthurs Sgargillegrf&a ﬂfé “THE HABITS you are trained in, the people with whom you interpreted by the police and

f NUM are quite right to defy mix, lead to your having a certain classof ideas of such a judges — and application and TS = W
- laws which, if accepted, would =~ nature that, when you have to deal with other ideas, you do interpretation can make a huge  "SNSSY
“reduce trade unions to house- not give as sound and accurate judgments as you would wish. difference to the meaning of &

| trained pets of capitalism, allow- . . e 1o . Law.
- _edto ba?k Occasfolilally but nev‘:r ~ This is one of the great difficultiesmt present with Labour. The political nature of the

Ttobite.  « Labour says. ‘Whage are your impatrtial judges? They all move  judges’ job was made clear by

Judges are not fit people to | in the same circle as the employers, and they are all educated 'f“"d pr:f;ﬂiﬂgmwgen 1(1:6 ;uif’d
rule on whether strikes are offi- and nursed in the same ideas as she employers. How can a the Lreater London Lounct s

cheap fares policy illegal. The
) cheap tares had been central to
It is very difficult sometimes to be sure that you have put Labour's manifesto for the GLC

yourself into a thoroughly impartial position between two election — but according to Den-

cial or not, or how unions should labour man or a trade unionist get impartial justice?
run their business.

Four out of five judges are
products of public schools, and

of Oxford and Cambridge uni- disputants, one of your own class and one not of yopr class” the o O}-t"esr Sjuslg;;‘;:t stood above
versities. Overwhelmingly they " Lord Justice Scrutton, November 1920. Denning also said that if a
come from upper-class back- B | | | Labour government tried to NO RIGHTS were ever given to
grounds. Even those few who  than rule by decree. But it does  do what they like. No-one even  abolish the House of Lords, the Trad ion 1 . t the working class out of goodwill
don’t have been barristers —  not make the. system demo- seriously expects that they will  courts should rule it illegal. Ima- rade union law 1s no and concern for justice on the

members Of d Conservativ'e, - Cratlc k(’@[) e]@cti()n pro,nisgs. gine that \}’OUld happen lf 3 deClded by a Spll‘lt OfJUS‘ pal't of the ruhng ClaSS. All our

highly-paid profession — for Parliament as it ex1sts today is Parliament  1s = thoroughly Labour government set out to tice Standing above rights were won by struggle.

many years before they become  a very limited form of demo- -  dominated by the government,  overthrow capitalism! " classes but by class ‘Bv courage ana defiance

judges. cracy. Most of us just get a vote  which in turn is much more in- The law 1s class law. The lab- stru l’ The labo ' workers have won trade union
~Judges are white, male, elder- every five years. Even then, ffuenced by bankers and bosses  our movement cannot and - g81C. ¢ our

o , S . Ll , rights. Then, time and again, as
ly, and wealthy — and they have  capitalist control of the media = and the permanent  state  should not passively submit to ~ Mmovement cannot and soon as militancy ebbs, judges

all the prejudices that go with  means that there is not a free,  machine — top civil servants,  capitalist class law, but should - should not bow down tO ~ nibble away at those rights, or
their position. | fair, responsible and informed = police chiefs, army chiefs, ctc.-  fight for a totally different form Tory law. | Parliament itself changes the
‘Laws-can be changed by Parl- debate on policy. — than by Parliament. - of state wherce there will be - laws.

iament, it is true. That is better Between elections, MPs can Laws once passed by Parlia-  working-cluss law and order. N T process also works the
| » - other way: in times of rising
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LAST WEEK Leslie Curtis,
chair of the Police Federa-

| tion. declared that the police
might not be able to offer
“loval service’ to a Labour
 government,

Tory home secretary Leon
Brittan backed him up. sav-
g Curtis's statement was
“very understandable™

[t was another proot that
the police are highlv poi *ical.

In recent vears many
nolice chiets - especiall\'

James Anderton in Machest-

er — have suoken out r:peat-

zdiv ror ri-.:hl wing pohitics In
e arﬁkc t}w\ have

- m-\"
™ e o=

L Y d

the July dockers’ strike. the -33

police turned a blind eye.
The police can also effect-
ively make up their own laws,.
On charges like “obstruc-
ting the highway’, "threaten-
ing behaviour’, and ‘obstruc-
ting a police otficer’, they can
get convictions on their cwn

unsupported evidence. During|

the miners” strike thev have

used these charges to arrest at

will and impose heavy bail
conditions on those theyv
arrext.

The rndublu\.ks and otl
methods s :
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militancy, restrictive labour laws

become a dead letter.
What is lawful and unlawful

in industrial struggle has no-

thing to do with any principles
 standing above class interests.
It is a reflection of, and a tactical
element in, the balance of
forces. |

In the early years of industrial
capitalism in Britain, all trade

‘unionism was illegal, under the

B

l

]

}

TR, prr—

 got  the

- found another

Combination Acts.

In 1824 working-class pres-
sure forced the repeal of those
Acts. In 1834 the judges hit back
by dredging up an old law
against - ‘administering oaths’
‘and using it to convict six farm
- workers who had orgamised a
- union in south-west I:ngland
These Tolpuddle Martyrs™ were
deported to Australia.

In 1851 a judge declared that
“for a union to threaten an em-
- ployer with a strike was uniawful
‘molestation’. In 1859 the unions
law on molestation
changed. In 1872 the judges
gambit: trade
unionists organising for a stnke
‘were declared guilty of ‘con-
spiracy’.

Fought

Again the labour movement

' fought back. In 1875 the law was
changed to give unions some

| protection
Lcharges. |
~ The judges retaliated with the

from  conspiracy

Yaft Vale judgment 1in 1901,

m:ch made unions liable to be
e < for the financial damage
| __-:red by an employer through

)

-

—_—

1834 in 1851,

© many occasions more

" egugl trade union law was
»el

in 1872,

being changed Byt -Strife’.

“THE LEGAL system [is] not in practice even-hand-
ed as between employers and unions, current func-
tions put the courts almost entirely in the business ot
restricting and penahsmg the latter, and not of

| remedymg their grievances’ .

-

~Sir John Donaldson, Master of the Rolls Nov. 1983

write new laws, but they took old -

clauses from the vast rambling
structure of English legislation

and used them to restrict unions
in ways previously unthought-

01

The 1901 ]udgment coming at
a time of rising militancy, was
soon reversed by the Trades
Disputes Act of 1906. The next

blow from the ruling class ag-

ainst the unions came through
Parliament, in 1927, when the
Tory government took advan-
tage of ‘labour demoralisation
after the defeat of the 1926 Gen-
eral Strike to pags a new restnc-
tive law..

The 1927 Act was repealed by
the Labour government in 1946.

But the working-class answer

to legal shackles has never been, ;-

and should not be, quietly to
submit and to wait for the next
election and a more sympathet1c
government
The 1945 Labour govemment
was pushed by a wave of work-

ing-class militancy. It tried to

maintain an anti-strike -decree

from wartime — Order 1305 —,

and withdrew it, finally, in 1931,
only after dockers had been jail-
ed tor detying it.

The next Labour government,
in .1964-70, tried to iniffate its
own anti-union laws; ‘with the"
proposals entitled Jn.Prace of

-----

. -zdges. The judges did not --curb)é‘ Shop ﬂoor“mlhtanqr‘of -~

¥ 4k
-~ -

s
s

anotticial
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They werk. destgned. to. .

strikes  which . had
flowered in the "50s and "60s.

Trade union opposition stalled
‘In Place of Strife”. but an Indus-
trial Relations Act was introdu-
ced by the Tories in 1971,

Since TUC umtons refused to
under this Act, they
now lost «/f legal protection. Anv
cmiplover hit by a strike could
sue the umon. -

Few did, i practice. The
cmplovers ~ understood  that
words in the statute book were
not holv writ, but oniy one ele-
ment in the balance ol forces

‘between classes.

Mass strike action

‘Mass strike action in July
1972, when, five dockers were

"]alled Lyder the Industrial Rela-
tions Act, ¢rippled that Act. The
- five wére freed and the Act was
jused only occasionally until the

Labout..

Government repealed
1tin 1974, -

{ In 196 and .the following

years, rade um?n militancy
nose- .dived.* True to form, the

‘judges took their chance, and in

-
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on by struggl

Mr Justice Ackner
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were not ‘in furtherance of a
tradce disputc' but only ‘in con-
sequence ot it,

In the case of Reg Fall, xxho
had an injunction slapped on
1nm to stop picketing during the
orry drivers’ strike in 1979, the
judge  explained  his  bizarre
interpretation in rather candidly
political terms.

Secondary picketing

“There must be a presump-
tion ", he said. ‘‘that Parliament
docs not intend to legislation to
bring about its own destruc-
tion''. Secondary picketing, so
telt, endan-
gered  the  tabric of society;
theretore, even 1t the law seem-
ed to permit it. in fact it Could'
not.

Moreover,

he added. he had

“to bear in mind the public mnter-|

“write onto the statute books|

court cases between 1977 and

1979 almost null1ﬁ§;d the rela-

tively liberal. legislation passed
by the Labour government in.

1974 and 1976. .

- Solidarity strikes and ‘secon-
dary’ plcketmg (p1cketmg not at
_your. own

o W ap

<decigred “unlawfal @ecause"-they

-._: i A omoahs T

ylace of work) were

“est. And strikes were not 1n the

public mte1 est.
A grugt part of what the Tor-
ics did in their 1980 and 1982

anti-union. laws was simply to

what judges had decreed In
1977-79.

-

Now — with those two laws_

and the 1984 Trade Union Act -4
the Tories have a vast array ‘of

legal weapons against trade .

unionism. Cautlously but ruth-
lessly, they are trying to deploy

those weapons on the battle-

field. |
Justice, right and wrong,

moral principles, have little to

do with it. The ruling class chan-

ges laws, ignores them, 1mple-'

ments them selectively, or twists

the interpretation of them, as

suits tactically. | »
‘The working class cannot

,gtford aless real1§tlc v1ew

1 _Nort‘

tight ty
from
“unemffloyipent .
justifids bre:;kmg ohs& Jaw 11;(;*'_
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BRAZILIAN bishops last week.
said it was morally right for

starving people in the country’s

poverty-stricken North-East to

steal food.

Citing the medleval theolo—'-

gian St Thomas Aquinas, the

bishops decided that the looting

of maikets and warehouses was
justified by extreme hunger.-

Neil  Kinnock, in  recent
months, has spoke more like a
would-be bishop than a working
class leader. But it seems that in
Brazil ¢ven the bishops would
find htT too deferential to the
establis 1(,@ order.

The" mmerq argue that thelr'_‘;.
d\;(, their communitics

ecaming. wastelands of

posed, bjsa T’o::yu drliament,’
capltais‘t courts’ j Jruthless |
police, essenc their - argu---
ment fpfhuntan rrghts ;(gams&i
- propegy rrghts is the -same as
that. @ the¢ people in Brazl's

East.

f
Butflﬁ caplﬁal;& Jaw, 1mpart-
iality means that property must
Q."” -t @

a‘Tf—fE‘ LA i dts majeéﬁ

ic equrality foﬂbids the
driche Awdll as the Y

-

poorto
Steallbrea . to sleep

Bridses

Ana}ole F ranoe .

tended whatever the cost
nan suﬁermg

Lérd Denning, giving a ]udg-
mch¥ against-squatters in 1971,
put it like thjk: - |

‘It homedessness ivere once

admitted as a defence to tres-

pass, no one's housc could be
safe. Necessity would open a
door which no man could shut...

“Each man, ‘~would say his

n(,(,d was greater than the next
man's. The plea would be an
excuse for all sorts of; wmng .

dnmg b
“8S0. the: Yourts must, tar the

‘sake of law and -order, take a .
Cfirm stand. They must refiise to
admit the plea af mecessity to the

hungry andshomeless: and trust

that their dlstﬁss hflll be rel1ev-

n
.
~

.

“good’’.

“and’ ; despair,-

.
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ed by the chantable and the

law defends

Caplt a'l 15t

'property equally But one class

owns the property, and another

“does not. .

‘Equahty bef ore law under capltahsm means mequallty i |

-

‘; .

- Itwas agamst tlje law for the : |
workers at Carfimell Lairds ship- -

yard to occupy'the vessels being

worked on at that yard With -

G / aé i
great 1mpart1ahty the law would

“equally protect any property the
~workers owned, houses
example. |

" But the formal equahty before
the law means actual inequality

for

— because the private property
of British Shipbuilders is dlso

' - theé means of livelihood for the

workers, while an}-privdté pro-

perty workers have is snnply for

their personal use.. )
Caplt@st markm‘ conomlcs
ermlt millionaires quite legally

to rob ;he working class.. So

long s ‘an employer pays 't

| gomg wage, his transaction wi

a worke¥ is a market#trinsa¢-
tion likerany. other; a sa?e and a.
purchasSe of labour- power free-
ly agreid to by botH sides. ~ 1
he workplace; this free ahd

3

equal transaction changes inte

‘something quite unfree and un}

equal. The capitalist gains con-
trol over the worker’s produc-

“tive life and ownership of the
~ fruits of his or her labour and
creattvxty

One classﬂ owns the means of

production and -thus wealth,
power. and the ability to maih-

“tain its privilege by expleiting

others. The" other class, the
working class. depends entirely

.on trving ta sell its labour-

power,

The . law — which defends

.property equally and regulates
* the market impartially — pro-
tects this inequality of wealth
and power.
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* ‘We need to say it again and again until our black comrades in the unions get organised’

Bla

Elaine Foster (Birmingham

Ladywood CLP) and Munira
Thobani (Hornsey and Wood

Green CLP) discussed their
reactions to conference with

Jean Lane.

Elgine: Can 1 share a irery
emotional

Keep the leaders
"

on the hook

Gerry Byrne, delegate

from Putney CLP

WE were part of two compos
ites — on women’s Organisa-
tions and black sections. Both
were voted down heavily. At
Jeast there was a good debate on

women. The black sections dis-

wasthesuppa'tofme

| NUM. and the NUM delegate's
m. Usually. when you get

there s a2 rather patronmsing
o 70 . TS wasn t.
I 3ot think 1t's just ut-for-

:‘mm:":er:_vousupportusand

we Tl support vou. | think it’s
tha: when workers go into
struggie. they find themselves
cacght up in situations with the
whole mass of the oppressed —
pohice violence, media lie and

+ the hollow ‘‘we support you’
b from our leaders — and see

things from the other side.

H we do get the promised all-

| owr action if NUM leaders are

; jatked or their funds seized, then

“ mxbe everyone will see it our

P T Y ST AR T T A WY

wav' | don’t think thé leader-
. ship will deliver. The TGWU’s
~ ciimbdown on their emergency

. resoiution was a fair sign of
- that. It'll be up to the rank and

- file 1o force it on them.,
There’'s an enormously power-

. fal feeling of support for the

experience that

L

‘Munira and I have just had.
‘Two elders came up and the

old woman said — we haven’t
got an autograph book, but
can you sign this for us, T
remember  struggling for

women’s rights. .
-1 have had a lot of mixed

f eelj'ngs at conf erence. Firstly

- mihers, as Monda S vote

showed. But they still manage to

wriggle off the hook Kinnock’s

law and order speech was a
“direct contradiction of the policy

passed the day before on police
violence.

That’s why the victory on

reselection is so important.
Accountability is the one thing
that’s unbearable for
weavers and dodgers.

So they have to keep coming
back with attempts to water it
down. And we’ll have to keep
knockmg them back

o

SOCi

just meeting with and talking
to people who are real social-
ists and there’s a sisterhood,
a lot of group feeling and

- emotion. We joined in with

the 4|

gay people and lesbian
women, and the miners and
the disabled and women, it
was really amazing.

Jean: Do you think that Imk

between the different groups
will continue now?

Elaine: Yes.
Munira: I think we came here
to express our passion for

socialism and our anger about

racism and [ think we man-
aged to do both very effec-
tively I think we’ve put
racism on thg agenda.

I feel very,sad that the
in ‘the absence of

unions,
consultatlon ‘voted against
us, but also voted against
black sections per se in the

~separate motion. [ think it 1s

disgraceful but I think they
haven’t thought it through.
I feel we need .to say that
again and again until our
black comrades who are in
trade unions get organised.

Fa:me: 1 think the other
tmomg 3 the dealiness or at

ez :mT:ivgarce 0@ the
leader z2nZ =2 leaadership
generally to a i0t OI Issues.

I was very disappointed
with Kinnodk's® speech on
Tuesday. He started off with
all this powerful stuff about

what we’re going to do and

he ended up saying nothing.

Munira: 1think power is what
he wants but he doesn’t want
to share it and therefore we
question his socialism and his
commitment to it and that

came across really clearly to

us and to other groups who
at the moment are pressure
groups who want an equal
say in the party, and they
must have it.

Jean: Presumably now . the

black sections are going to

continue regardless.

Elaine: |
got renewed vigour. There’s
no way we’re going to stop
because we’ve got to face up
to the issue of racism. I'm
not saying that is the uitim-
ate aim, but it’s one aspect.
We’ve all seen that racism:
is there this week and unless
the labour movement con-

fronts it and starts to deal

with it, then it’s never going
to start breaking down the
mechanisms of capitalism,
of which racism is just one..

Jean: It’s very similar to the
position of women. One of

the reasons why they are
against having five NEC seats .
voted on by the women’s

section 1isn’t just = because
they’re sexist, but because
the women’s conference is
the most radical section of
the Labour Party.

Munira: The other point
about women and youth is
that none of the speakers
against us were women,
which was very encouraging
and also none of them were
youth.

One argument .put up
against us was Militant’s bold
programme of socialism. But
you can’t have a bold policy
of socialism if you don’t
listen to everybody. You

need to have a collective

vision of what you are

working together for.
We do have different inter-

ests, men and women have
different interests, but of
course women’s - aren’t

listened to and men’s domin-

ate.

Trying to change that is
how we’ll come out with a
bold programme for social-
ism. - - .
We felt that some other

,speakers had a very colonial

v - ity . had Ead — hd

. - -~ e e - .

- mentality.

Yes we will, we've

re to stay

One said that 1f |

we start agitating they’ll send
us back on the banana boats.

- We think it’s very unfor-

tunate that young black com-
rades in Militant are seen
lining up with people who
have that colonial mentality.

Elaine: 1 think that already

there are signs that they are

rethinking the position that
they have held. I spoke to a
few of the black Militant

comrades today and pointed

out that what we were up
against in the conference

‘wasn’t just to do with black

sections but with confronting

racism and he had seemed to
“be on the other side. And he

actually agreed.
Munira: At the Red Revue

they tried to scapegoat onto
- Militant the issue of black

Elaine Foster

.sections.

Kinnock came up
and was going on about
black ghettoes and said what
we need is a bold programme
of . socialism. He actually
scapegoated the issue onto
Militant. Now that is dis-
graceful. )
tolerated. The emphasis needs
to be shifted back to their
opposition. The Militant com-
rades aren’t against us as
people in the party, but
Kinnock is, because we Te.
threatening.

Black people whether in,

It should not be

Militant or -in the black: sec-
tions are committed to social-

ism. We’re not threatening to

socialism. But we are a threat
to that white platform up
there, because we want them
to vacate those seats. We
don’t want extra seats so we.
can be tagged on.
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ANDREW HARRAP (REPORT)

tant

mw Black sectionsi

A Way forwar

By Vidya Anand

WE never believed it was going.

to be the push-over that some of
our comrades might have

believed. It had to be a long .

uphill struggle, as was the cam-
palgn to set up women’s sec-

tions many years ago.
What now? Firstly, our com-
rades must not allow themselves

Ireland
and

V1olence

i,
e T

Joan Maynard MP

The debate on Ireland.
was good and it was impor-
to win the motion

opposing plastic bullets, but.

‘we need to be more active on
that issue. We’ve alreadyv got

15 police forces in this
country with the damn things
and we need-to link together
— as ‘I always do — what’s
going on on the picket lines
here with what’s been going
on in Northern Ireland over
the years.

The British labour move-
‘ment must realise that they

.can’t keep ignoring the Irish

situation. It’s our responsibil-

ity and we can’t deny free-

-~ dom to the Irish people and

retain it for ourselves.

" On the issue of violence,
the British ruling class know
all aboute violence. They’ve
used a hell of a lot of it over

the years. After all we didn’t

have a big empire and a lot of

colonies without using a lot

of violence to get them And
the ruling class . this
countsy, after the V;ctory
they had last year, are suffic-
jently confident to use that
violence against our workers.

They are the people who

have triggered off the
violence on the picket lines.

to be used by the media and the
Establrshment of the Party to
engage in petty factionalism,
even though the opposition to

‘our cause may be provocative to

say the least. Let -us concen-
trate on agreed facts and agreed
principles.

The fact of racism in our party |

— covert and overt — the fact

that we, the black people in the

party and in the country are
grossly misrepresented iIn
Parliament, in Local Authortities,
in the Trade Unions, with but a
few honourable exceptions,
cannot be overlooked or swept

under the carpet.
The Hackney 28 Carnpalgn, at

“which 1 spoke last Thursday, is
'perhaps the answer.

Hackney is a borough where

‘black people comprise 45% of

the local population. But out of

sixty current local councillors,
only S, or 81/2%, hail from the-
black  communities.

councillors are white and there
are no black Members of Parlia-
ment.

This reflects the extent of
inequality which is endemic in

What we did

Campaign,

All GLC

British society. The Hackney 28
launched with a
contribution of £100 from the
black historian and Pan-African-
ist CLR James, will seek to get
27 black councillors and one
black Member of Parliament
elected in Hackney.

There is no tlme to lose. Black
people must begin similar cam-
paigns all over the country —
campaigns of education as well
as organisation of our comrades
to the aims and objects of the
labour movement, and involving
our communities in the Constit-
uency Labour Parties, trades
unions and the women’s sec-
tions of our party.

We must make 1t clear that we

are not advocating Black Bantu-
stans or black ghettos but the
very opposite — a broad forum
where we can gather our resour-
ces for the fight to bring the
Labour Party towards inter-
nationalism away from petty
factionalism and racism, on the
way to sweeping away and

‘rolling back the tide of the reac-

tionary government of Maggie
Thatcher.

John Bloxam reports on what Socialist Organiser did

‘at Labour Party conference.

Every day at Labour Party conference from Sunday afternoon
to Friday morning, we produced a Conference Briefing for
delegates and visitors. It included a daily conference diary by
Newark CLP delegate and Notts striking miner Paul Whetton.
£80 was collegted at conference on Thursday and Friday

mornings to help cover the cost.

65 copies of last week’s Socialist Organiser — ‘To Hell with

- the Courts” — were sold on Thursday and Friday and we got a

number of donations. We also distributed a number of papers
free to striking miners at the conference.
- Our fringe meeting was on Tuesday evening, jointly organ-
ised with the Notts Miners’ Rank and File Strike Committee.
Seventy people came to hear the discussion on ‘Strikers
- Speak Out — the rank and file view’. Lol Duffy, secretary of
the Lairds occupation committee, was due to speak, but he
couldn’t because he was locked up in Walton Jail. Mick Cash-
" man spoke instead and brought a message from Lol.
Albert Bowns, Kiveton Park NUM, Paul Whetton and a
speaker from Hyndburn Women’s Action Group were the

other speakers

- The miners at the meeting agreed that the whole collec-
tion shouldbe given to the Cammell Lairds occupiers.

'---------'------------1
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THE MINERS’ strike has changed the
Labour Party.

Last year Neil Kinnock was the hero of
Labour Party conference. This year Arthur
Scargill was.

Last year the initiative seemed to belong to a
whole wave of people, once left-wingers, moving
rightwards to swing behind Neil Kinnock. This
year the once-fashionable talk of a Labour/Allian-
ce ‘anti-Thatcher coalition’ is dead.

Last year the Left was muted. Many Labour acti-

vists were trying hard to forget what they had

learned in previous years, and to believe that all
would be well with the new Kinnock-Hattersley
consensus. They saw papers like Socialist Organi-
ser as sour-minded killjoys.

This year the tone was set by the miners, and by
the many Labour activists who have been working
flat-out to support the miners.

The conference firmly separated itself from Neil
Kmnock S plously even-handed denunciation of
both miners’ and police violence, and called for the
withdrawal of police from industrial disputes.

At the Labour Party conference as at the TUC
Congress, rank-and-file support for the miners
forced through strong decisions despite what
many of the ]eaders would have preferred.

But resolution-passing at conference is not the
same as action on the ground. Since the TUC Con-
gress most union leaders have done practically
nothing to implement the decision to blockade all

coal.

Rank and file activists must make sure that the
Labour conference decisions are not similarly
dumped — and use those decisions as a spring-

board for a fight to get the TUC policy

implemented.
Constituencies in the coalfields should redouble

efforts to recruit strikers to the Labour Party.

Local miners’ support committees should offer
assistance to the NUM in approaching power sta-
tion and other workers. They should step up their

activity in workplaces, to prepare for increased
mobilisation on the picket lines and direct solldar-

T N PP
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d Mlners shake Labour

funds or jail Arthur Scargill.

The Left scored another victory at Labour Part;
conference with a resolution that supported Lab
our councils defying Tory law in the fight agains
cuts. And we beat back the proposals to gut man
datory re-selection of MPs.

But in a longer view the Labour Party conferen
ce was not so good. The National Executive is stil
in the hands of the Kinnock/Hattersley coalition

Also: the Labour Party’is not just an organisatioz

for producing solidarity with immediate struggles

but a political party. What decides, in the end, i
the politics. And on that front the week saw step:
backward.

Labour’s disarmament pohcy was waterex
down. And an economic policy document wa:
adopted which confines Labour entirely within the
terms of eapitalist techniques of managing the

- private-profit economy — and pretty timid use o

those techniques, atthat.

While the conference votes against allowing
black sections and against giving women a propel
voice in the party went through only despite lou
protest — ang quite right too — the milk-and
water economic policy shd through quietly.

The demands of Labour women and the argu
ment for black sections have gone deep into th
constituencies, and now need to be won in the un
ions. The miners’ support for the women’s resc
lutions was a cheering example of what can b
done there.

But on economic policy the arguments have no
been won even in the constituencies. They hav
hardly been started.

A strong left wing still needs to be built in th:
Labour Party which ties together the immediat
struggles w1th a full socialist programme fo
transforming socxety

A well-attended fringe meeting on the Thursday
evening of Labour Party conference decided to set
up a ‘Labour Party Defend the NUM Co-ordinating
Committee’. It is circulating a statement for Labour
activists to associate themselves with Arthur
Scargill’s ‘contempt of court’, and is considering
plans for a conference. Contact c/o Jane Stockton,
31 Cranwrch Road, London N 16.
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ity stnke action if the courts selze the mmers

CONFERENCE DECIS IONS

Monday October 1 Labour
Party conference overwhelming-
ly backs the miners and con-
demns police violenceé on the
picket lines. It ‘‘ftully supports
trade unions drawn into confron-
tation with the police through
the actions of this govern-
ment...”” and calls on the
next Labour government to
“‘immediately ban the use of
riot equipment, mounted police,
dogs or any other inappropriate
means for the policing of indus-
trial disputes’’.

Conference demands that the
next Labour government ‘‘enact
legislation to make sure the
police play no part in industrial
disputes’’.. The prospect of

employers being deprived of

help from the state’s uniformed
scab-herders so alarms Neil
Kinnock that he makes a point of
telling the press that he would
ignore this conference decision.

Arthur Scargill 1s served with
a High Court writ as he sits in
the conference and immediately
says he will defy it.

The proposals for an optional
replacement of General Com-

 mittee votes by postal or other

ballots of Constituency Labour
Party members for reselection of
MPs are defeated. A move to
accept the principle and defer
proposals to next year is also
beaten, despite TGWU sup-
port.

So the existing rules stand.

The proposals would have
undermined MPs’ accountability
to GCs in favour of the refer-
endum-type ‘votes of confid-
ence’ and would have denied
trade union delegates any say.

Tuesday
Tuesday October 2: Neil Kin-

nock speaks — supports the

miners, but piously ‘denounced
‘“all violence, without fear or
favour’’, in the first place ‘‘the
violence of the stone throwers

' and the battering ram carriers’’.

Many delegates point out that
Kinndtk could speak with more
credibility on this issue if he had

been on the picket-lines himself -

Colin Foster sums up

— preterably dressed so as to be'
one of the crowd, so that he can

see for himself what ordinary

miners face from the police.
Standing ovation for fraternai

delegate from Nicaragua, who

appeals for support against US

~ aggression.

Elections for the National
Executive — little change. Sam

McCluskie (Kinnockite) narrow-’

ly defeats Albert Booth (Left) for
Treasurer. John Golding defeat-
ed in#rade union section; Eric
Clarke. (NUM) replaces Roy
Evans (ISTC); Eddie Haigh
(TGWU) takes McCluskie's
place in that section. In the
women’s section, right- winger
Anne Davis ousts centre-left
member Ann Clwyd. No change
in the constituencies section, but
the seven sitting left-wingers
increase their lead over the right
wing runners-up. -

Overall, roughly a 16-13
majority for Kinnock and
Hattersley against the left.

NEC election results. also
show how far there is to goin the
fig ht for women’s and black
rlghts in the Labour Party. he
two women in the left slate for
the constituencies section — Jo

Richardson and Audrey Wise —

come 100,000 votes behind the
men, and Diane Abbott, the
black member, trails last in the
left slate for the women’s
sectlon o :

Wednesday

Wednesday October 3: Approval
for black sections rejected by a
huge trade union block vote.
About half the Constituency
Labour Party delegates vote for
it. ,

National Executive statement
on defence accepted. Alongside
of reaffirmation - of existing
policy on Cruise, Trident, and
nuclear disarmament, it slips in
a cioser commitment to NATO
and proposals to
spending on conventional armed
forces. Proposal to

increase

Tremove |

Conference, against platforn
advice, pledges backing t«
Labour councils which defi
Tory law to fight rate capplng o
abolition.

Conference agrees to send :
message of support to the jailec
Cammell Laird workers: but the
TGWU (with Moss Evans in th
forefront) backs down on ai
emergency resolmion support

‘ing the miners agains! the threa
of legal action.

Thursday

Thursday October 4: Not a goos
day. All the following ar
defeated:

*A resolution calling fo
industrial action in defiance o©
the law to support unions penal
ised under Tory laws.

*¥Renationalisation  withou
compensation. (The conferenc
decides ‘no ‘speculative gains
instead).

*Women’s resolutlons callin;
for reforms long demanded b
the Labour Women’s Confer
ence. (Though one of th
strongest speeches in favou
comes from NUM delegate Joh
Burrows). -

*A call for the next Labou
government immediately t
introduce a 35 hour week and
pension age of 60.

The National Executive econ
omic document, ‘A Future tha
Works’, is approved. It furthe
waters down Labour economi
policy, reducing it to little morn
than the idea that Keynesian re
flation might do some good, bu
we should not expect too much.

Fnday

Friday October 5; Conferent
overturns the platform recor
mendation to call for the abol
tion of no-jury courts in Nortl
ern -reland. It also repea

“its call for the banning of plast

bullets. But a resolutic
demanding British withdraw
from Ireland is defeated.
Conference calls for &
inquiry into the sinking of ti
Belgrano, and condemns ti
Khomeini reg1me in Iran,

f $
-------------------- ---.
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all US bases defeated.
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ECH WALESA hos
k. condemned vio-
jent toctics in Bri-
tain’s pit strike.
Poland’s Solidarity
founder said: ‘“The
workers should fight,

but with common
sense — not with des-

trugction.
- “Because whatever
is destroyed has to be

rebullt. i any vio-

1 Wisa any
hréumg;eszomem should
denrardd the maximum,
but not at the risk of
}bankruptlng the
emn}rwer,’_’

Walesa had a message
'fo?vNalUM Presgénghmm
Soerglll’ "CC e ma
er carefully and 8ssessS
how much one cal
.squeeze. But without des-
{roying. |

~e¢ s fortfdden that
ambition take precedence
over logic.

“Trade union activists
should lock away their
ambitions.

+ «They should calculate
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Poland’s government has been sending scab coal to
Britain, while Solidarnosc has declared support for
the NUM. But some people on the Left are using a
Sunday Mirror report that Lech Walesa attacked
Arthur Scargill to justify their hostility to Solidar-

nosc. John O’Mahony discusses the issues.

THE Sunday Mirror some weeks
ago printed an account of an
interview by Robert Eringer
with Solidarnosc leader Lech
‘Walesa in “which  Walesa
appeared to side with Margaret
Thatcher against the miners.
The Sunday Mirror headlined
Eringer’s piece ‘‘Why Scargill 1s
wrong — by Lech”. |

Quite a lot of Solidarnosc’s
frierids in Britain were shocked
and its-opponents, semi-oppon-
ents and outright enemies — of
whom there are a very large
number in the British labour
movement — seized on the
article. It is cited again and
‘again by labour movement
activists to condemn Solidar-
nosc. |

What did Walesa say? That
is less clear than the Sunday
Mirror’s headline suggests but
1 will quote the Sunday Mirror.

After an opening sentence by
the interviewer {or the sub-edi-
tor in the Sunday Mirror office),
‘““Lech Walesa has condemned
violent tactics in Britain’s pit
strike’’, Walesa is quoted as
saying: o

‘“The miners should fight, but
with common sense — not with
destruction. :

Because whatever is
troyed has to be rebuilt.

I disagree with any violence.
The workers should demand the
‘maximum, but not at the risk of
bankrupting the employer.”’

The interviewer (or sub-
editor) introduces  another
quote like this: ‘“Walesa had a
message for Arthur Scargill’’.
This is the ‘“‘message’: “‘Go

des-
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with Walesa.

,‘/”

into the matter "caretully and
assess how much -one can
squeeze. But without -des-
troying.

It is forbidden that ambition
takes precedence over hope.
- Trade union activists should
lock away their ambitions.

They should calculate on their |

computers how much they can
get but, I repeat, not atdhe sake
(sic) of destroying the struc-

 ture.”’

Eringer then says that Walesa
expressed ‘‘much respect’’ for
Margaret Thatcher and quotes
him: ‘““With such a wise and
brave woman, Britain will find a
solution to the strike.”

Philosophising

I have cited «ll the direct
quotes attributed to Walesa
about the miners’. strike and

about Thatcher.

Now it is by no means impos-
sible that Walesa would con-
demn trade union ‘‘violence’’ or
produce.this rather vapid philo-
sophising on realistic trade
unionism. And he may well
think Margaret Thatcher is
wise and brave — because of her

strident rhetoric against the

USSR, Poland’s overlord.

These views would identify
him as right wing or soft left it
he operated in the British labour
movement. _

But for many on the left it
isn’t a matter of disagreeing
. They question
Solidarnosc’s right to exist.
They seize on things like the

A R
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British

the Polish

Sunday Mirror article to support
the grotesque 1dea that the
entire Polish labour movement
is reactionary or ‘‘counter-
revolutionary’ . They adopt a
soft, tolerant or even friendly
attitude to the Jaruzelski regime
which has been tryving to destroy
independent  trade
urnion.

The refusal of the Morning
Star to print a paid ad or a letter
condemning Jaruzelski for send-
ing scab coal to Britain is one
measure of the state ot the
labour movement on

this question: the Morning Star

was clearly confident that, it
would not suffer for this implicit
solidarising with  Jaruzelski
against the miners.

In an interview in last week’s
Socialist Organiser, Tony Benn
responded to a question about
Polish scab coal by asking: **But

‘what about Walesa supporting
Thatcher?”’

And Benn didn't
sign the letter to the Morning
Star. |

Lech Walesa may — or he
may not, as we shall see — have

given the Sunday Mirror the

comments which were used
against the miners. We know
for certain that Jaruzelski has
sent scab coal to help Thatcher,
increasing by three times
Poland’s exports of coal to
Britain since the miners’ strike
began. | |

So Walesa may have made a
few Neil Kinnock-like comments
to the Sunday Mirror criticising
miners’ violence and Arthur
Scargill's ambition. The conclu-
sion does not follow that Jaru-
zelski — who gives Thatcher
scab coal — was therefore justi-
fied in banning the Polish trade
unions and attempting to
destroy them!

—

Eric Heffer was right when he |

said 1n Soctalist Organiser two
weeks ago: “‘The entire move-
ment in this country should have
given Solidarnosc total suppott.
Free trade unions [in Poland]
would not have allowed coal to
comein now’ .

The same message came in a
broadcast from Solidarnosc min-
ers in Silesia:

““The underground Provision-

S-S

al Coordinating Committee of
Silesian miners sends you frat-
eranl agreetings and our support
and solidarity tor your struggle
for the right to work...

“We will do everything pos-
sible to support vour struggle,
mcluding in action. The protest
we have sent to the Polish gov-
crnment and. Parliament is an
inttial measure taken in support
of vour struggle ™.

In Socialist Organiser we have
also published this message
from the Inter-Factory Network
of Solidarnosc 1in the Warsaw
area:’

““The slave labour of the Pol-
1Ish miners serves to break the
resistance of the British miners.

“*‘British miners! In the pre-
vailing conditions of terror, the
Polish workers’ movement is at
present not in a position to
undertake protest actions. But
you may be certain that we are
in solidarity with you''.

International

David Jastrzebski, presi-
dent of the Solidarnosc commit-
tee in Upper Silesia, has sent
this letter ‘‘to the striking
miners of Great Britain’:

“*Our organisation sends you
full support for your struggle.
We are full of admiration for
your stance and your unfailing
willingness to struggle. We be-

lieve you will achieve your goals.

“*Neither the British govern-
ment’'s mounted police charges
nor its truncheon biows, any
more than the Polish junta’s
tanks or rifle fire, can break
our common will to struggle for
a better future for the working
class.

‘“*We appeal to all members of
Solidarnosc to support your
struggle. Only the international
struggle of the mass of workers
can decide our fate’".

To Arthur Scargill personally
Jastrzebski wrote:

‘““Allow me to send you the
expression of my support and
my enthusiasm. For many weeks
you have represented the inter-
ests of your trade union with
dignity. ._

‘* At the same time 1 ask you
to consider our own difficult
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like Jaruzelski’s.

situation -~— activity which 1s
clandestine and under totalita-
rian threats — which means that
there ar¢ many tHings we cannot
resolve rapidly, often for secur-
ity reasons. -

“*In the coming weeks we will
send vou greetings from other
organisations [of Solidarnosc]
which support your struggle=—-

"1 wish you the best. and
above all victory. I ask you to
send our greetings to all British
miners and our best wishes.

“Personally I am convinced
that thanks to the attitude of

‘your trade union victory is with-

in your grasp’’.

In any case, whatever Walesa
might say against ‘violence’ or
against Arthur Scargill is irrele-

~vant to the right of the Polish
workers’ *movement to exist. Qur

duty to defend its right to exist
cannot depend on the opinions

of one of its leaders — or of

Solidarnosc itself. . |

There are many in our own
unions and in the Labour Party
who condemn the miners and
would like to cut Arthur Scar-
gill’s throat. We denounce them
of course — and we organise
against them. Only a suicidal
maniac would conclude that

trade unions, because they are.

led by Eric Hammond or John
Lyons or David Basnett, forfeit
their right to exist. Yet that is
the underlying idea of those who
pounce on Walesa's interview

and say ‘‘We told you so’’ about

Solidarnosc. .
"Walesa is quoted saying
things against a section of the
British labour movement

therefore it 1s right- for the

Stalinist dictatorship to destroy
the Polish labour movement? It
1S preposterous.

Solidarnosc is a great working
class mass movement, which
had ten million members when
it was outlawed in December
1981, 18 months after coming
into being. _

It 1s a unique movement.
Never before have independent

‘trade unions emerged in any

Stalinist state.

Such a movement will span
an immense range of opinipns,
as ours does. The 11 million
strong British labour movement
has Labour Party right wingers,
Liberals, - SDPers,’ - Torles,
racists, some fascists and . . .
Stalinist supporters of foreign
anti-working class dictatorships

Our movement unlike
Solidarnosc — is led by a quite
distinct caste of materially
privileged bureaucrats. We

propose to change it politically,

reconstitute it, democratise it —

not help the ‘reforming’ Tories -
~ put it down. x
Nor can it make any ditference

that industry 1s nationalised .in

“Poland and Jaruzelski can per-

haps claim to be defending
naionalised property (though
Solidarnosc did not threaten to
attack 1t). |

For socialists, nationalisa-
tion is a means to an end, not the
end: the end is socialism. The

Workers unity
East and

Why we should back Solidarnosc

— despite Fleet Street’s etfort to
use Lech Walesa against the miners

Scargill should unite with Walesa
against Jaruzelski ¢ .

liberation of the working class

from capitalist exploitation and

from state tyranny.
Nationalisation 1s necessary
for socialism, but it is not social-
ism, nor the only condition for
socialism. )
In the Stalinist states national-

ised property is controlled by -

privileged bureaucrats by means

‘of state tyranny over the people

unparalleled in history.

The Polish labour movement
was born in conflict with a state
tyranny much of whose power
over society comes from  the
state's control of the means of
production.

Suppose that movement were,
in reaction against Stalinism, to
advocate restoring capitalism —
though Solidarnosc did nothing

‘of the sort — even that could not

lead working class socialists to
side with a Jaruzelski standing
for nationalisation and ‘‘social-
ism’’ against ‘‘counter-revolu-
tion’". |

Real socialism which liber-
ates the working class, and
therefore society, from both
exploitation and state tyranny,
‘can only be created by the work-
ing class itself, acting in free-
dom.

Parasitic

The Polish labour movement
— even were it making terrible
errors — is a great deal more
important for socialism than is

‘nationalised property under the

control of a tyrannical bureau-
cracy, parasitic on the labour of

" the workers and holding them in

a police state vice.

The right of the labour move-
ment to live, its ability to grow
and to discuss its experiences
and its programme for society —
nothing in Poland, or in any of
the Stalinist states, has a greater
value than that, for socialists
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No vzolence’ Solidarnosc pzckets at Gdansk (above) were ready to meet the vzolence of the bureaucratic Polish State

who base themselves on the first

| letter of the soctalist alphabet,
1 formulated by Karl Marx as
follows: .
““The emancipation of the

the workers themselves™

- In fact Solidarnosc did not pro
) pose to restore capitalism.

In fact Walesa is in no way
the equ’ivalent of our own tame
right wmg trade union leaders
— he is in working class history
‘the equivalent of figures like
Tom Mann, Jim Larkin, Al
- - Cookor...Arthur Scargill.
| And in fact it 1s by no means
certain that Walesa said what
the Sunday Mirror puts in his
mouth. In sofar as I can find out
an interview was in fact given
by Walesa to Robert Eringer,
who is an American or Canadian
freelance journalist.

However, the comments quot-
cd from Walesa do not justify

or license the Sunday Mirror’s

_...._ )
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. ~ headline. The quotes are all

just snippets, too short for any
context to be discernable.

It is not indicated to what
questions Walesa was respond-
ing to. You have to take it on
# trust that Walesa is not being
' quoted out of context by the
interviewer, or by the office sub-
editor who gave the article its
final shape.

What would Walesa — who
was an underground free trade
union activist and a victimised
and persecuted militant for
years before the strikes of 1980
— say . In response to questions
from a militant miner who told
him the facts?

- Worse than that. The impres-
.sion created by the interview 1s
achieved by the headline and
by the reporter s or sub-editor’s
comments, inserted before the
quotes from Walesa.
| ' depend on these mserts for
| much of the semse of what

Walesa is made to seem to be

saying.
| Right at the beginning it is
o the Sunday Mirror Wthh says
| - Lech Walesa condemns ° wolent
tactics in Britain’s pit strike’’

Walesa doesn’t say that as
quoted. The Sunday Mirror says
he is condemning the miners,
but unless you know what
question he is responding to, or
the broader context of what is

quoted, you have only the Sun-
day Mirror s word for it. For
all you can know for sure from
what is quoted, Walesa might
even have just been talking
generally and talking too in the
certain knowledge that the
Polish secret police were record-

~ against him.
Take the -question about

assessmg ‘““how much one can
squeeze’’
““‘ambition’’.

) *
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working class must be the act of

interesting by linking
current news in Britain and in a

" You

ing every word for possnble use ,

- and about
It is the reporter

who says it 1s ‘‘a message for
Arthur Scargill’’. Apart from the
“framing’’ first sentence all you
have there is Walesa philosoph-
1sing in general terms about
sensible trade unionism.

- The reporter or the sub-
editor has clearly pruned, cut,
selected and processed the
“raw material’’ provided by
Walesa. Yet the quotes are
presented as continuous and
breaks aren’'t indicated. For
example that 1s plainly what
happened 1in the following
passage. The first sentence
obviously doesn’t go with what
follows, though they are put into
a single paragraph: *‘I disagree
with any violence. The workers
should demand the maximum,
but not at the nsk of bankrupt-
ing the employer. o,

Trustworthy

So the Sunday' Mirror article
is not. reliable, trustworthy

reporting. A careful reading of -

the article shows that-it has little
hard, - indisputably authentic
information about what Walesa
thinks of the miners’ strike.

The article has many of the
marks of something ‘‘pro-
cessed’’
and slanted to make a pretty
routine interview topical and
it to

piquant and unexpected way.
Walesa may have expressed
such views and it may be that he
admires Mrs Thatcher for her
hostility to the USSR. But we

"have no reason to take the

Sunday Mirror’s word for it.
Many oppositionists in East
Europe and the USSR — and
probably Walesa — do have a
friendly attitude to neople like
Thatcher and Reagan because
they are strident enemies of the
Kremlin. Their attitude is:
my enemy’s enemy is my friend.
For a Walesa that is short-
sighted and based on a funda-
mental misunderstanding.

" Thatcher and Reagan may say

in the newspaper office
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kind things about Solidarnosc

because it is opposed to the
Kremlin, but they are hostile -

to their own ‘Solidarnoscs’

and use the law and the pohce
against them.

Like the Kremlin bureau-

crats, in fact, who try to use the

labour movements in the west
while stamping on the workers
in their own domain.

~ Oppositionists in the East who
favour the West arc merely a
mirror image of those workers
in capitalist society who adopt a

friendly attitude to the Stalinist -

dictatorships. Our Stalinists and
quasi-Stalinists see only every-
thing negative in the west and
think nationalised property is
working class soctalism in the
East. So they favour the east.
The oppositionists in the East
see that there 1s personal free-
dom in the west, the right of the
workers to organise trade
unions and political parties and
publish more or less what
they like, the rule of law in
contrast to the arbitrary state

tyranny in the Stalinist states, so

they idealise the west.

Both views are one-sided and
false: indeed, the easterners’
view is probably less one-sided
and less false than that of the
Stalinist workers in the west.

It is no small difterence, after
all, that in the advanced capital-
ist countries we have won the
right — through centuries of
struggle — to organise freely,
while everywhere in the east the
workers are subjected to a
savage repression which nips in
the bud every stirring of inde-
pendent working class act1v1ty
and jails or kills its organisers.

It is easy to understand why
the eastern = oppositionists
and especially the fighters for

free trade untons in-a Stalinist

state might idealised the ad-
vanced capitalist countries.

They shouldn’t, of course.

We who live in a country like
Britain know how hollowed-out
much of the freedom and demo-
where the multi-

cracy 1S,

~which

millionaires rule, backed by an
anti-working class state. We
know that the workers are
savagely exploited under capit-

“alism and have to fight every

inch of the way, as the miners
are having to fight now.

If Walesa were really to attack
the miners and Scargill he would
only be parallelling the attitude
Scargill has adopted to Solid-
arnosc. In .fact it 1s highly
improbable that Walesa would
not protest it the Tory govern-
ment banned the TUC and jailed
thousands of militants.

- According to  the Sunday
Mirror. Walesa attacked miners’
“violence®'. But large sections
of the British labour movement,
including Scargill have attacked
Solidarnosc’s very right to exist.
Thev failed even to protest when
it was banned. and thev told
British workers that Jaruzelski

represented soctalism in Poland

and the Polish labour movement
was counter-revolutionary.

Scargill's  hostilc  comments

on Solidarnosc will have been
uscd by the Polish media against
Solidarnosc just as the Mirror
used the Walesa interview ag—
ainst the miners.

Scargill said at a meeting in

Shettield a couple of months ago
**I think I owe Lu.h Walesa an

apology .

In any case he owes Lech
Walesa and Solidarnosc basic
workmg class solidarity.

I read somewhere that back
in the middle ageés when land-

lords and priests oppressed

peasants and enslaved serts,
lots of peasants worshipped the
devil. They reasoned that since
the Chrlstian god was the god of
their oppressors, and the devil
was his encmy, they had better
side with the devil.

Rebels and oppositionists in

-th east and west today too
often approach the east-west
division of the world
capitalist and Stalinist camps 1n

that spirit.

Consistent

Instead of such ideas we need
indcpendent . working  class

- politics cast and west. Workers,
east and west, should support

cach other against the oppres-
sion of both the capitalist and
Stalinist systems. We need con-
sistent  international  working
class solidarity.. :

For the British labour move-
ment that must mean:

*Active support tor Sohdar-
nosc.

¥Support for free trade unions
in all the Stalinist states and for

those trying to organise thenm.
con-
“tact between the TUC unions

*Break off “‘fraternal’™
and the police state take unions
exist - the  Stalinist
states. |

DOMESTIC staft in Haringey
hospitals have  struck against
privatisation meaures. The main

hospital in the arca, the North

into
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Duke

of York |

By Rob Dawber

ONCE again the NUR and |
ASLEF have

done their
Grand OIld Duke of York
trick. For the fourth time

.now during the NUM dispute
both unions have geared up
for major demands and pre-

pared industrial action, only
to call off <dndustrial action
at the eleventh hour when a
part of the demands have
been granted.

And of course what has
been granted has been to
keep the NUM 1isolated,

~rather than risk opening up

a ‘‘second front tor the
government.
Peanuts
The rail ‘unions have

settled for peanuts compared

with what they could have

got from the British Rallways
Board. -
The latest example 1s the

‘rail strike for October 9 in

South Yorkshire, North Notts
and North Derbyshire, called
to end management’s harass-
ment and victimisation of
members. refusing to handle

coal, coke or oil in line w1th-

umon instructions.

Apart from threats and
pressure put on individuals
breaking of agreements on
manning of signal boxes,
etc., train crews at Shire-

‘brook were having all pay-

ments stopped, including tax
rebates, by a combination of
lock-outs and management
‘declarations that they were
on strike. |

Decision

- The decision to
came as a result of pressure
from South Y orkshire
because of frustration at-BR
having gone back on a
promise on July 31 to end
the victimisation. |

It took the national leader-
ships two months, to the end
of September, to do some-
thing. And on October S they

called it off. |
The settlement was that

BR would make the pay-

ments to train crews at Shire-
brook and stop holding up
tax rebates. They promised,

again, to look .into allega-
tions of harassment. The
settlement is better, com-

pared to what was deman-
ded, than on the last two
occasions when action was
called offt.

L

But: it could hdve been:-

better still. And the rail
unions could have uscd the
‘government’s  fear  of a

“second front”
great deal more, at the same
time helping the NUM.

The action was too long
in coming and too soon
calted off. . |
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Hospltals strike
|against hive-off

By Mick O’Sullivan

Middlesex, is completely sofi
and Tucsday saw a picket at $
Ann’s Hospital. The strike is s

" to last a week.

Haringey Dlstrict Heal
Authonty is trying to hive ¢
catering and laundry services
line  with Tory governme
Ihstructions. |

Two hospitals have recent
been closed in Haringey. The
1S now only one understaffi
accident and emergency un
and the government has alreas
cut Haringey’s budget sin
1982/3 by £1.2 million.

strike |

‘Department are

to gdln a

London
steward:

WEDNESDAY October 17 ‘se

the London local authority shc
stewards’ organisation ‘Londc
Bridge’ stepping out with
mobilising rally for the strik
against rate capping and abol
tion of the Greater Londc
Council, called for November 7
For the first time, stewards |
the London boroughs will t
able to get together, to see th:
workers in the different bo
oughs face similar problems ar
are developing the same defia
stand against government cuts.
Noone should underestima
the difficulties facing the mowvs
ment in organising itself aroun
a policy ‘which will force tk

government to back down.

But the emergence of ‘Londc
Bridge’, the raily. and the strik
call, testify to the fact that w
have moved a long way.

The greatest strength of th
‘London  Bridge™ committee
that it unites craft, manual an
white collar workers in a con
MEeN cause.

The role of the- stewards
central now. They have to g
the message across to the sha

" floor and to get them involved.
"is the stewards who are going t

make or break the whole figl

back.

—

Sheffielc
NALGO

By Helen Rigby
The strike by NALGO mer
bers in Sheffield’s Housii
Department is now in i
sixth week .with 650 out ¢
indefinite strike.
Negotiations

contim

- against a background of st

pensions and strike-breaking
Last week nine Treasu
Department - employe
received letters of suspensic
for refusing to carry out tl
work of 19 cashiers out c
strike.
| Frlday saw the threatene
suspension of ten members ¢
the Education Departmen
Both sides have plédged n
further escalation ot tl
dispute, at least untzl the en
of the week. |
| Support for the strike
growing in the other depar
ments. The Educatio
‘poised t
come out and the result of
ballot of committee clerl
will be known later th

“week. )

A Town Hall-wide disput
becomes a realistic propos
tlon
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The GMBU, the union of
the 37 jailed Lairds ship-
- yard workers, has called
a national demonstratlon
in their support for this
Friday, October 12.

It will assemble at
noon at Shaw St, Liver-

pool, to march to the
~ Pierhead. °

Militants on Mersey-

- side are campaigning for
- strike action to coincide
+ with the demonstration.

A 24 hour picket is

b also being maintained at
L the Lairds yard. Support

1s especially needed

. around 7am, the hourly-
' paid workers’ starting
| time, and there may be a

mass picket next Mon-

day, 1 Sth.

|

Join the Labour Party.
Write to: The Labour
Party, 150 Walworth

Road, London SE17

1JT.

Subscription is £7 per-

year, £2 unwaged SOp
OAPs.

37 workers

::::::::
W
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Wives of Cammell Lazrd workers pro test at their husbands’ arrest

Support class w:

A message from

Lairds shipyard have been jailed
for a month for fighting for their
jobs.

11 were arrested on Monday,
1st, and another 26 on Wednes-
day 3rd. | -

They had been occupying a

 frigate and a gas rig in the yard
for three months, and a High

Court judge had decided that
this crime against the righys of
property deserved one month’s
jail.

The occupatlon was the last
step in a long battle to save jobs
at the yard.

Factories have been closing
one after another for many
years on Merseyside. Cammell
Lairds is about the only heavy

- engineering place left in Birken-

head.

At one time 1t employed
20,000 workers. At the begin-
ning of this year it was 3300. A

Stotal of 1600 redundancies have
~ been declared so far this year,
and it seems to be only a matter
-of time before the yard 1s closed

down altogether.
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r prisoners!

‘Whitley, Barry Golden,

‘Whittaker,

from Cammell”

|

Walton Jail

“We’ve > told the court that there’s no way we’re

apologising. .

-~ We’re flghtmg for jobs. not just for ourselves but
for the whole working class community here. If
Lairds closes, there s nowhere else to go but the

dole.

We’re proud of what we’ve done. What we need
now, and what we’re askmg for, is solldarlty actlon

from other trade unionists.’

Lol Duffy, secretary of the Lairds occupatlon
committee, currently held in Walton Jail.

There is nowhere else for the

~ Lairds workers to go — except to

the dole queue and a life ot-_"

poverty and despair.
Early this vyear shipyard

- workers nationwide voted over-

whelmingly in a ballot for a

strike for a wage increase and
for a 35 hour week to save jobs

— 1n opposition to British Ship-
builders” |
would massaere the industry.

The strike was due to start on

January 6. Union leaders called
it oft on January 5 — without
consultation and with no Conces-

‘sions trom the bosses.

Soon Scott Lithgow shipyard

- of closures and sell-offs.

" ‘survival plan’ which

ONE of tl&e jaile(l workers is .

Lol Duffy.. secretary of the
occupation- committee and
also secretary of the local
Socialist Organiser group:

Lol is a GMBU shop stew-
ard, secretary of the shipyard
Labour Party workplace
branch, and chair of Wirral
Dlstrlct Labour-Party.

He has been an actlve

trade unionist and socialist all

his working life, and for
many years actively commit-
ted to the struggle to build a
Marxist organisation in the
working class movement.

~ He joined the Workers’
Fight group, one of the fore-
runners of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance, in 1974,
at the age of 18. He was then
Smiths

an apprentice at
Dock, Teesside. ' |
He helped build, and

became the secretary of, a
local. Labour Party Young
Socialists branch in Eston.

In 1977, after a brief
period in Sheffield, he moved
to Merseyside, and soon

- found a job at Lairds.
. Last year he featured in

Fighting to save

Ken Loach’s TV film, ‘The
Red and the Blue’, about
Labour Party conference. Lol

had been the delegate to

conference from
Constituency

1982
Wallasey
Labour Party.

jobs

jobs «

| Now the High Court says
that Lol Duffy is a criminal.
To be a socialist, and to put

your ideas into practice by
flghtmg for the right to work

in defiance of the rights of

property.is a crlme

was sold ott, with massive job
cuts. It was the latest of a string

ncarest to action the unton
ilcaders had ever got was a

series of one-day strikes over

Robb Caledon in Dundee.
Lairds was lett on its own. The

{rigate and the gas rig were the

last work lett in the vard, with
about six months’ work left on
the rig and a few months’ on the
trlgate

- Management planned to move
the gas rig out to France and
take the trigate out ‘on trials’.

Without the vessels, the Lairds -
- workers would have no work and

no bargaining power.

Determined

A number of the workers in

the yard were demoralised by

previous deteats and felt they
could do nothing but keep their
hcads down, hope for the best,
and take redundancy money if
they got the chance.

But the militants were deter--

mined to fight. On June 27 they.
occupied the rig, and on July 3
the {frigate. The rest of the
hourly-paid workers were laid
oft. Messages of support came
in from striking miners and from
other union and Labour Party
bodics.

Management encouraged a

*back to work’ movement round

‘Silver
named Harry Euers. On

a Lairds version of
Birch’

August 13 there was a ‘back to

work’ meeting, with a claimed
attendance of 500. Management
offered a full elght hours’ pay

The

Vauxhall strike

AN indefinite national strike at Vauxhall car plants has begun over
pay and jobs. 10,000 workers in Merseyside and Luton have downed
tools, bringing production in Vauxhall plants to a halt.

Engineers and electricians at Ellesmere Port in Merseyside are
out, along with 7,500 manual workers in Luton. In Dunstable, track,
trim and paintshop workers have gone home and agreed not to cross
picket lines.

‘Meanwhile at the Jaguar plant i in Coventry, workers have rejected
a 21% pay increase over two years; and on Friday BL’s Austin Rover

workers are expectedto demand a £22 a week | increase at the end of a
two year pay deal.

The Vauxhall strike is the first in what looks llke a bad pay round
for car industry bosses. The workers have rejected a 6% pay increase
combined with a further 1.5% that consolidates a £2 productivity
bonus.

- Vauxhall ts part of the huge General Motors multmanonal whose
accounts cover world-wide production. Consequently workers are
suspicious of the figures that they have been shown. '

Workers are also angry over the increasing use of new technology
for which they are not being’ pald and proposals to chunge work

- practices.

1) budget straight,

to anyone coming in to the meet-
ing.
‘But the _sit-in stayed solid. On

- Fund ——--——-

|AS WE reported last week
lwe need to collect £300 in
I ‘ordinary’ fund money very
quickly, to get our regular
before we
| can put more aside for the
| premises fund.

i We’ve had an encouragmg.

£275
l weeks: thanks to P.Hethering-

over the last two

| ton, £5; Mark Copsey, £10;
|Slmon Pottinger, £10; Tony
|Ser]eant £10 Andv Bennett

Letters

SEND messages of support to
the jailed workers at 1 Wing,
Walton Prison, Hornby Road,

Liverpool.
Their - Chris
Billy

Jim

names  are:
Albertina, John Dooley,
McCarthy, © Eddie
Andrew Fraser, Aidan Morley,
Sam Morley,
Chris Blllsborough
“Thompson,' Paul  Hennesey,
Eddie Kenny,
Tommy - Wilson,
Franny Albertma
McGarry, Michael
Tommy Webb,
nitta ~ Francis Roach,
Eddie Albertina, Joseph Flynn,
Tommy  Culshaw, . Jimmy

Paul
~ Anthony
Byrne,

Barton, Tommy Cassidy, Alan .
- Pror,

John  Brady, Phil
McKeown, Lol Duffy, Nicky
Fenlon, John Albertina, John
~ Wright, Stevie. Smlth Jlmmy
‘Albertina. |

Send as many letters as you
can. The workers are normally
held in their cells 23 hours a day,

but they are allowed to leave

‘their cells to collect letters

August 22 the workers sitting-
in voted to defy a management
instruction to leave. On August
28 a 200-strong mass picket
‘gathered outside the yard to
support them.

Then the management went

to the courts, and got a writ -to
force the workers to leave. The
workers ignored it, and got sup-
port on September 8 from a
national shipbuilding combine
committee,

On September 13 Cammell
Lairds bosses went back to the
courts to get an enforcement

Marnel, -

Mick Mooney, )
Chris |

George

Colin - Airlie,
Little,

order, and on September 26 they

- got a decision from the court
that the workers must end the

occupation or be jailed for a
- month |

What was needed, as soon as
poli'ce enforced these orders, .

was strike action from other

‘vards and other workplaces.

Workers from the occupation
called for this action. Unfortun-
ately, the local leadership of
their union, the GMBU, has
done nothing so far to get strike
action, :

Picket.

On Monday 8th a mass picket
tried to stop Lairds restarting
work at .the yard. The local

Confederation of Shipbuilding .

and Engineering Unions had
called on workers to respect the
picket, but about half the hourly-

paid workers went in. .

 Solidarity action is  still
needed, and still possible. It
requires strong . pressure on
union leaders locally and nation-
ally. and the picket at Lairds
being kept up to reduce thé
numbers going in. = ,

£15; Gary Scott, £10 Tan
McCalman, £15; Steve Harvey
£5 and another £15; Glasgow
group, £10; Bas Hardy, £20;
Chris Whytehead, a further
donation of £25, Jill Mount-
ford, £20; Cardiff group,
£100; Bev Wood, two dona-
tions of £1 each; Stan
Crooke, £3. |
- Send contributions
214 Sickert Court,
‘NI ZSY

to
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