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The Sesson of 1he Genoa Conference. 
· The Genoa Conference is at an end. According to the 
intention of its conveners, it was to do nothing more or less than 
to " restore the economic balance of Europe destroyed by the 
war'' The braggarts! No one can get out of his skin. The 
imperialist bourgeoisie cannot save Europe from economic ruin, 
the same Europe which has been made the arena of imperialist 
massacres and was destroyed and plnndered for fully four years. 

Genoa the Mirror of the Impotence of the Bourgeoisie. 

. The bourgeoisie has proved at Genoa its complete helpless
ness, , its absolute impotence. It made an enormous fuss; the 
Prime Muiisters of the richest bourgeois states had to come 
t6geiher, even the King of Italy', the Archbishop of Genoa, the 
Pope h:mself and all the other ·saviors of humanity were agitated. 
And the result ol it all!' t'or several weeks the) talked with one 
~mother; they circled like a cat round a dainty morsel and did 
aot move from tht spot And now w1th God's help they have finally 
Sl.Jcceeded in moving from Genoa to the Hague. The petty 
squabbks of the "victorious states" have shown .the whole world 
wfut profound diflerences exist between England and France, 
~etween Japan and the United States, Italy and France, between 
the victorio'.!S states artd Germany, etc. 1 he League of Nations 
is a putrefying corpse which the Genoa Conference could not 
even remove out of the way. But the Entente is also creaking 
ltl1ll'bly. lt is a modt'rn pieced rubbish fit for the scrap heap. The 
inore Lloyd George and Barthou declare in tones of conviction 
that the Ent10nte is in full vigor. and that love and harmony 
prevail, between England and france, the more the· sparrows 
Chirp from the roof that this is only a piece of pre-rehearsed 
hypocrisy and the more will it become clear to every proletarian 
that' the notorious Entente has come to the end of its tether and 
is sinking to its final rest 

The decay of bourgeois society has never been so apparent 
a~ uow. The dissolution and decomposWon of bourgeois society 
~s. proceeding with seven league boots. The outward brilliancy 
of bourgeois governments l'l like the hectic color on the cheeks 
of a co. nsumptive. It. is a disappearing class. Every attentive 
{>1iserver who has followed the deliberations of the Genoa Con
ference must arrive at this conclusion. The star of the bour
geoisie is setting; that is the chtef lesson of Genoa. ~ 

. But the worki11g class is in the ascendancy. It is· a rising 
~tar. ~·he power of the ~roletaria! will ~row without interruption 
-;-a: f1rst slowly, then w1th ever mrreasmg rapidity. The prole-: 
lariat will inherit from the bourgeoisie the power of the whole 
world. This has been clearly demonstrated by the par{ played· 
try the, Russian Delegation at Genoa. · 

The Soviet Delegation represents the future of Humanity. 

The Russian protetanan revolution is now in a difficult 
position .. Sov1et Russia has for four years been tortured and 
lt.aras.sed by intervention, conspiracies and White Terror. A 
serious· famine has swept over the land. In spite of it the 
Russian Revolution is a victorwus revolution. And this victorious 
proletarian revolution, the first in theworld's history, now stands, 
Tlead prouc:lly erect, before the internation11l court of the bour
ge8isie: This is the reason why a complete program, .a. perfect 
world outlook, a w1de historical perspective, an elevation of ideas 

was only to be found among the Soviet Delegation, which defended 
not merely the interests of proletarian Russia, but the interests 
of the proletariat of the whole world. It alone at Genoa repre
sents the future of humanity whilst all the bourgeois delegations 
represented the lifeless past. 

The first proposal of the Soviet Delegation in Genoa was 
that of disarmament. 
· ' You say that yau want to restore the economic stability 
of Europe destroyed by your imperialist war. Very good. Make 
the first step towards It, let us proceed to disarm. Thus declared 
the Soviet Delegation to all bourgeois apeculators in cannon
fodder. The representative of the imperialist bourgeoisie of 
France, Bartlzou, quite naturally regarded this as a personal 
affront. This motiOn was "more delicately" refused by the 
English and all other imperialists. 

What conclusion m~ the workers of the world draw 
therefrom? 

It can only be this: disarmament is an impossibility so 
long as the bourgeoisie remains at the helm. Disarmament is 
impossible without the victory of tlze proletariat. 

By the disarmament proposal of the Soviet Delegation the 
representatives of the Second and 2% Internationals felt them
selves hit. These petty bourgeoisie have for decades like a hurdy
gurdy ground out their lukewann pacifist phrases to the workers 
and preached to them virtue and peacefulness. According to 
these it .is easy to abolish the chasm between capital and labor. 
One needs only swallo.v the panaceas of the leaders of the Second 
and 2% Internationals and lo!· the bourgeoisie is seen to disarm, 
there is no more war and the lion lies down the lamb. 

The Leaders of the Second and 2 ~ Internationals-The 
Lackeys of the Bourgeoisie. 

What was revealed in Genoa? Have the leaders of the 
Second and 2% Internationals surported the demand of the Soviet 
Delegation for disarmament? Of course not. They would not 
be the flunkeys of the bourgeoisie if they tiid not do at the 
decisive moment what their masters commanded. The 
Second and 2% Internationals proved to be in this respect 
definitely on the side of the bourgeoisie. And again every class 
conscious worker must say, " If you wish disarmament you must 
fight for t/ze proletarian revolution. If you wish disarmament 
you must fight for the dicta tot ship of the proletariat. For this 
purpose yo1:1 must support the Communist Party." 

When at Genoa they made the attempt to plunder Soviet 
Russia, the first proletarian republic, the bourgeoisie formed 
a "united front". "Restitution "-this was the watc:1word of 
the bourgeoisie in Genoa. Long live Restitution! Restitution-
the final wisdom, the last cry of civilisation. No salvation without 
restitution. 
· What is to be understood by this infamous "Restitution"? 

In plain language it means extorting from the proletarian revo
lution the restoration to tlw foreign capitalists of the sacred 
property rights which they possessed in Russia before the- revolu
tion of 1917; This handful of industrial magnates and Stock 
Exchange harons is probably no more than a few hundred strong. 
We can count ~n our fingers the Belgian, french and English 



320 International Press Correspondence 

big capitalists who are so interested in this Ru3sian restiluiioos. 
But these billionaires are the actual dictators of bourgeois society. 
As Marx said, bourgeois government is nothing but the executive 
organ of the moneybags. And as these few bilionaires pipe, so 
all the Lloyd Georges and Barthous dance. 

You will get no " Restitution" from us! The proletarian 
revolution in Russia will not restore the property rights of the 
Stock Exchange wolves, who are so dear to your hearts. Thus 
declared Soviet Russia to the greedy gang assembled at Genoa. 
And the bourgeoisie got the same answer with regard to the 
question of loans. 

The Russian proletarian republic was at first threatened 
with death and destruction. They scolded and raved, but after
wards they calmed themselves and even assumed a very satisfied 
countenance. The world bourgeoisie was still strong enough to 
be able to refuse the granting of loans to the Russian proletarian 
republic which they themselves had during a period of four years 
striven to plunder and ruin in the most shameful manner. But 
fortunately for the international proletariat bourgeois Europe 
proved itself to be sufficiently weak to be unable to enforce upon 
the first proletarian republic new obligations, or to reestablish 
1he old stronghold of foreign private property. The teeth of 
bouq,:eois i:::urope have become loose and can no more bite Soviet 
Russia. The time is not far distant when they will all fall out. 

The Treaty of Rapallo. 
Soviet Russia has concluded a treaty with the bourgeois 

German republic. The " Democrats" and " Social. Democrats" 
governing Germany resisted the union with Soviet Russia for 
a long time afthough the whole working class of Germany have 
for two years unanimously demanded this union. But the ab
solute usurer's inexorableness which the " victorious states" 
brought to bear upon defeated Germany caused even the present 
Government to conclude a treaty with Soviet Russia. The treaty 
between Germany and Russia concluded at Rapallo is of enormous 
historical importance. Mighty Russia with its 150,000,000 in· 
habitants and its preponderatingly agrarian character in union 
with Germany with its powerful industry will lead to powerful 
economic collaboration which will force its way through all 
obstacles. On the Gennan side this treaty has been signed by 
the present bourgeois Menshevik Government. But every one 
knows that this or that particular composition of .the bourgeois 
Menshevik Government of Germany is only temporary whilst 
the German working class will remain. The German working 
class will one day inevitably carture power in their country; 
Germany will become a Soviet Republic, and then when the 
German Russian treaty binds the two great Soviet Refublics· 
togcther it will provide an unshakable foundation for rea. Com
munist construction, which old exhausted Europe wjll not be able 
to keep back for many years. In this sense the history of man
kind w''l be determined by the success of the German working 
class. The victory of the German proletariat over "its" .bour. 
geoisie will mean an unprecedented overthrow of the social 
structure of the whole of Europe. When the German proletariat 
puts an end to the influence of the second and 27:! Internationals 
111 Germany a new chapter in the history of mankind will begin. 

The Treachery of the SecQnd and 2% Internationals. 
The miserable couter-revolutionary role of the Second 

and 2~ Internationals has never been so clear as during those 
weeks when the world conference took place in Genoa. Tfre 
leaders of the Second and 2Vt Internationals have left no stone 
unturned in order to hinder the world proletariat from convening 
its congress and setting forth in the name of the proletariat of 
the world its proletarian programme for the reconstruction of 
Europe and the whole world. The leaders of the Second and 
2Y. Internationals have done everything possible to facilitate the 
leaders of the bourgeoisie, the Lloyd Georges and Barthous, in 
fheir plundering of the first proletarian repiiblic. At the Berlin 
Conference of the three Internationals. The Oe'rm.an Social Demo
crats reftt8ed to support the demand for the revisioll of the 
robber Treaty of Versailles. By this act alone the treacherous 
Social Democrats of Germany have covered themselves with 
lasting ignominy and shame. Instead of calling upon the workers 
to protest, instead of rousing the feelings of the oppressed class 
and organizing it for the struggle against the rulers of bour
~eoisie Europe, the leaders of the Second and 2~ Internationals 
m Genoa-each before "'his" bourgeois minister-dissolved into 
meekness and humility. With finger on lip they implored the 
workers not to break the silence so that for God's sake the 
harsh proletarian words of truth and ·revolt should not r:each 
the noble ears of the ministers assembleQ. at Genoa, who came 
~gether in order to plunder Soviet Russia aod _pave th~ way 

for new imperialist wars. The progressive workers of the whole 
world wili never forget and will never pardon the shameful 
role played by the Second and 2~ Internationals durin<r the 
Genoa Conference. The attitude of the Second and 2% Inter
nationals at the time of the Genoa Conference has proved with 
absolute certainty that if the events of July 1914 were to be 
repeated in July 1922 the Social Democratic leaders of the 
Second and 2% Internationals would again call the workers to 
the "Defense of the Fatherland", that is, to reciprocal slaughter 
as did the Scheidemanns and Vanderveldes at the beginning 
of the first imperialist world carnage. 

The Communist International-The Gravedigger of 
Bourgeois Society. 

At the conclusion of the Genoa Conference the represen
tatives of the Entente once again made the impudent attempt to 
bring up the "dangerous propaganda" of Un! Communists. The 
Inte~national Fellowship of Communist Workers organised in 
the Communist International has not and will not bind itself bv 
any kind of pledge We are the deadly enemies of bourgeois 
societr.. · Every hon~rable Com~unist wi!l by w9rd and de~d 
and, If necessary, With weapon m hand f1ght agamst bourgeots 
society until his last breath. The propaganda of the Commtmist 
International will indeed be " dangerous " for you, master im
perialists. The historical task of the Communist International is 
this: to be the gravedigger of bourgeois society. No offence, 
master imperialists! So long as you by your existence offend 
the feelings of every class-conscious worker, so long as your 
foul breath poisons the whole earth, so loll( as a handful of 
billionaires continue to build up their prospenty upon the bones 
of the working class, in short, so long as your blessed capitalist 
social order exists-the "dangerous propaganda of the Com~ 
munists will not cease. 

Workers of france! It is up to you! Do everything ·that 
lies in your power to overthrow the government of Poincare 
which is a disgrace to the French working class. Call to account 
the reactionary gang which is dragging France to ruin and 
seeks to plunder Soviet Russia. 

Workers of England! For years you have striven for the 
recognition of Soviet Russia. For years your bourgeoisie with 
the help of the social traitors, Henderson, MacDonald and Co.; 
has thrown sand into your eyes. Has not fhe Genoa Conference 
opened your eyes? 

Workers of Japan! Even the robber governments of 
Europe were compelled to si~n a treaty in which they undertook 
not to " invade" Soviet Russia. Only the representatives of your 
bloodthirsty government dema~ded. for themselv~s specia} terms. 
They wish to carry out their robber campaign agamst the 
working masses ofthe Republic of the Far East. Japan is now 
in a pre-revolutionary period. Even a considerable section of the. 
Japanese bourgeoisie stands in opposition to the present regime. 
Workers of Japan! Place yourselves at the head of the 
ripening revolution. Seize the Japanese monarchy by the throat 
and set your foot on its breast! · 

Workers of Germany! Capture the power in your land 
as speedily as possible. Yo:x will thereby remov~ a l.oad from the 
soul of the world proletanat and accelerate h1stoncal progress 
with tremendous rapidity. In your hands lies the destiny of the 
proletarian revolution. Let your watch~ord be: Down with. the 
treacherous Social Democrats! Down wtth the power of capztal! 
Long live the Workers' Ooverninent! 

Workers and Red Army Soldiers of Russia! If you still 
needed anv proof that only the Soviet Government def~nds the 
interests. of the proletariat of the world you. haye receive~ un• 
assailable proof from Genoa. You are expenencmg hard t1mes, 
but the hardest is already . past .. Guard your Soviet Government 
as the apple of your eye. you are standmg ~t the ol!tpost of the 
proletarian World RevolutiOn .. The proleta~Jan arm1es of. other 
countries will come to your a1d. Vtctory IS no longer dtstant. 

With more unanimity than ever the workers of all 
countries cry out: 

Down with the Bourgeoisie! 
Down with its Flunkeys, the Social Traitors! 
Long live Soviet Russia! 

The Executive Committee 
of the Communist International •. 
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POLITICS 
The Russian Proletariat and the 

Soviet Power. 
hu L. Trotzky. 

I 

Not only were the May Day demonstrations in Moscow 
and Petrograd gigantic, hut also those of Kharkoff and K: ~v. 
The organizers themselves had not reckoned on such a number 
ol demonstrators. The foreigners, including those who are by 
no m~::ms kindly disposed towards us, were astonished. Under 
the immediate 1mpress:on of the· Moscow demonstration, one of 
the representatives of the Amsterdam International declared that 
he had seeri nothing hke it except at the funeral of Victor 
Hugo. Of course, all demonstrators did not share in the same 
feeling: one element was enthusiastic, another was moved by 
sympathy, with another it was a case of mere curiosity, with 
another again it was a case of just goin..,. with the crowd. So, 
however, are all movements which embrace hundreds of thou
sands. In general the masses felt that th::y were taking part in 
a common thing. The enthusiastic portion, of course, set the 
pace for all the rest. 

Some days before the First of May the comrades in the local 
organizations said, " You cannot imagine how the Genoa Con
ference has increased the political intereet and raised the revo
lut:onary self-confidence of the working mass<!s. " Others added, 
" 1 he feelmg of revolutionary pride plays a great part in the pre
sent mood - we have compelled them to deai with us almost 
as human beings!" 

If one were to judge from the foreign White Socialist 
paper v appearing in Berlin it would seem that the Russian work
ing class is permeated through and through with scepticism, 
with a decadent reactionary mt..vd and with hatred of the So
viets. It is quite possible that not ali of these reports are con
cocted in Berlin, the centre not merely of Russian Monarchism, 
but also of White Socialism. Everyone describes what he sees; 
the Mensheviks. however, consider every object from the reverse 
position alid portray it accordingly. There is no doubt that in 
the workers' quarters there exists discontent due to various incon
veniences caused by jhe present hard life. One can also add 
that the slow pace ()f the development of the European revolution 
and the arduous and painful process of our economic recon
struction evoke in certain rather important, not purely prole
tarian, sections of the working class the feeling of decadance 
and lack of clearness which even goes over to mysticism. On 
weekdays (and our greatest epoch has also its weekdays) the 
consciousness of the working class in considering and JUdging 
the questions of the d2.ys is not united; the difference of interests 
and views of various sections of the working class come to the 
front. At the next great event. however, the deep unity of the 
proletariat which has passed through! the fiery trial of the revo- . 
lution becomes perfectly evident. We have observed this fact several 
times on that long road from the insurrection of the Czecho
Slovaks in the Vofga area up to the negations at Genoa. Our 
enemies have . claimed several times that the rising .. of the 
Czecho-Slovakians was helpful to the Soviet power. The Men
sheviks, the Social Revolutionaries and their older broth.ers the 
Cadets, and the Milioukoff group are continually repeating that. 
military interventica is so mischievious because it only serves to 
consolidate the power of the Soviets. But what do~s this mean? 
It means precisely that in the difficult and serious times of trial 
the close union of the Soviets with the working masses in spite 
of disorder, in spite of grievanc.es, in spite of unskilfulness, in 
spite of the weariness of many sections and in soite of the dis-
content of others always comes to light · 
· Of course. a state regime whiCh happens to he at variance 

with social developmert can also consolidate its position at a 
time. when outward danger threatens. This we observed to be 
the case with Czarism during the first period of the Russo
Japanese war. This applies, however, only to the first perioJ, 
that is. to say only so long as masses of the people have not 
yet assimilatd the new facts. The settlement follows later; the 
ont-of-date regime losea much more of its stability than it gained 
in the first period of war. Why therefore do we not witness 
this invariable phenomenon in the history of the Soviet 
Republics? · How was it that the experience of three years 
of military intervention compelled our far-sighted enemies to 
come to t!:e idea 'lf renouncing the contiuance of military 
attacs? For the same reason for which the Genoa Conference 
gave a · g·reat uplift to the mind of . the working masses; which 
against expectations resulted in the colossal success of the. May . 

·, Day demonstrations. · · · · · · 

The Mensheviks and the Social Revolutionaries were of 
course opposed to the demonstrations of th" workers and ap. 
pealed to them not to participate in them. The more deary 
therefore was the unanimity of the working masses expressed 
with regard to the fundamenta! and vital questions of the W.or. 
kers' Renublic. One c~n of course say that repression has 
hindered and is hinderin~ the successful propaganda of the White 
Socialists. This cannot be ~enied. But t!1e struggle between 
them and ourselves cot sists 111 that they endeavor to overthrow 
the Soviet Power and the Soviet Power does not permit them 
to do so. We do not feel obliged to provide them with favo
ratle conditions for their counter-revolutionary activities. 

. Not is the bourgeoisie endeavoring to lighten the con. 
ditions of work of the Soviets; the revolutionary movement de
veloped in spite of it, and is still developing. Czarism had at 
its disposal the most powerful instrument of suppression, but 
thls did .10t prevent its overthrow. Nay more; the Menshevists 
tl:emselves haves several times written and stated that the Czarist 
suppressions only strengthened and deepened the revolutionary 
movement. And this was true. In the first period of the Russo
Japanese imperialist war, Czarism was still successful in ar· 
ranging patriotic demonstrations, though very small ones. Soon, 
however, the revolutionary masses dominated the streets of the 
cities. The statement with regard to suppressions therefore proves 
nothing, as the question anes: why are these surpressinons 
successful, whilst the struggle a~ainst them remains whithout 
success? The answer is: repressiOns are futile when they are 
adopted by an outworn state power against the ne·:.r pro!!re3sive 
historical forces. In the hands of the historical progressive 
power repression can prove to be a very effective means of 
emancipation in the arena of history from the out-of-date forces. 

On the 1st of May, the close connection of the working 
masses with the Soviet Governement and the total powerlessness 
of the party of White Socialism made themselves apparent. 
Cannot the conclusion be drawwn that repression is unneces
sarv? May we not legalize this impotence although! it is a 
deadly enemy of the Workers' Revolution? 

This questions must be quite clearly. answered.. Had the 
May Day festivals throughout the whole world hl'.d the same 
character, the question of repression in Russia would not have 
arisen. The same would have been the case if Russia alone 
existed in the world. The reason, however, why the working 
masses demonstrated so unitedly on the last May in Moscow, 
Petrogad, Charkoff, Kiev and other towns was that they felt, 
thanks to the· Genoa Conference, their love for their Russia of 
Peasants and WMkers, confronted by about 40 bourgeois states, 
more deeply and intimately. Within the national limits of Russia 
the Mensheviks and the Social Revolutionaries are a disappearing 
influence, hut in the international field the relation of forces is 
different as the bourgeoisie throughout Europe :hid the whole 
world has control of power and Menshevism is its political 
intermediary. 

Russian Menshevism is very weak, but it is a lever of 
the still powerful system, the di-iving forces of wh!ch are the 
Paris, London and New York stock exchanges. This was per
fectly clear in the Georgian question. The Mensheviks, led by 
Vandervelde, asked for no more and no less than the restoration 
of Menshevik Georgia. M. Barthou, the most reactionary poli
tical negotiator of France, demanded the administration of the 
former Menshevik government of Georgia to the Genoa Con
ference. This same Barthou keeps the W'rangel troops in re
serve in case troops are needed for landing: . on the Caucasian 
coast. All these things are the outcome of the greed of the 
stock exchanges for Caucasian oil. 

Fr{)m the roint of view of domestic polittcs the impor
tance of the Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries is very 
negligible. But in consideration of the capitalist cordon they 
have been and still are the semi-political and semi-military agents 
of imperialism armed to the teeth. 

After long weekdays with their quiet mutual undermining 
work the Genoa Conference showed anew in clear dramatic 
form' the contrast between Soviet Russia and the rest of the 
world. Therefore the working masses of our country gathered 
so un mimously beneath the flag of the Soviets. This great 
movement of· the masses showed the revolutionary power of 
the republic, hut it also showed the vastness of the dangers 
which theaten it. At present there . are no . fronts and no 
mii::_.I actioi.s: we are, however, stili a beleagured fortress. 
Our enemies have concluded an armistice with us and asked 
us to send them envoys. The enemies are informed and con• 
vinced that we have at present less reason f 'n ev.,r for capi
tulating. . But the enemy. ist still strong. !he danger·· is th~re
fore arso ;treat. The lesson of May Day IS: Though conSCI~lU.S 
of our strength, none the less we must not reduce our VJgl" 
lance bv one iota. 
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Upper Silesia. 
by Peter Maslowski (Breslau). 

The German-Polish Agreement on Upper Silesia which 
was signed at Geneva on the 15th May after three months of 
negotiating and bargaining and which contains over 600 articles, 
has up to the present not been made public in all its details. The · 
Treaty, whose ratification by the German Reichstag and the 
Polish Sejm will take place in May in order that the evacuation 
of the Inter-Allied troops and the official handing over of territory 
to Germany and Poland respectively can take place in the interim, 
provides essentially the same solution of property relations which 
was pro!Xlsed by the Lea~ue of Nations in October 1921. Accord
ing to the treaty in the hquidation question, private property has 
()f course been declared inviolable. The expropriation of industrial 
undertakings, mines and foundaries by the Poles can only be 
carried out after 15 years and can only take place earlier in 
exceptional cases when a special "Mixed Commission" consist
ing of two Germans, two Poles and a neutral chairman considers 
this expropriation indispensably necessary to Polish interests 
of state. 

Now however in Upper Silesia-and this' was the practical 
result of the plebiscite swindle for the capitalists-foreign inter
natiOI,al c".pital, french, English, American, and even japanese, 
has so settled down that one may speak <>f an enormous Upper 
Silesian h U$t of in ten ational capital to exvL:t the German and 
Polish proletariat, the Upper Silesian mmeral recources and 
further the semi-capitaJist and not yet capitalist Eastern terri
tories. The famous armament firms, Schneider-Creuzot and 
Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., have bought up factories in the 
Polish portion of Upper Silesia in order to establish a big 
munition arsenal for the Little Entente. Upper Silesia has become 
a bridgehead of French Imperialism. 

If after all the struggles in Upper Silesia the German
Polish treaty has been comparatively easily concluded at Geneva, 
it is due to the fact that the capitalist division of 
Upper Silesia was completed long before the 600 paragraphs 
were neatly drawn up. The question <>f liquidation, the ex
propriation of the mines and foundries which have up to now 
been in German hands, today no longer plays any great part 
and will after 15 years practically yease to be of any importance. 
The pact of Geneva shows that all the nationalist struggles of 
the Upper Silesian proletariat which were instigated by the 
German and Polish bourgeoisie respectively were merely cover 
manoeuvres in order to prevent the wage slaves from realizing 
how completely they have been skinned.· 

The Treaty of Geneva is the visible sign that the capitalist 
class has succeeded in settling down once more firmlr, and 
surely upo:t the broad and patient back of the Upper Stlesian 
proletariat. The German and Polish bourgeoisie have every 
reason to be satisfied with the Treaty. 

The final result of the whole plebiscite hub hub bears 
another complexion for the proletariat. The Treaty of Geneva 
may have put an end to the question of Upper Silesia as a 
problem of foreign policy, but the real solution of the problem 
haz not taken place. In the first place, there exist the ille~:al 
military organizations, the German Orgesch and the Pohsh 
Bojowka. 

From an economic point of view the future of the Upper 
Silesian proletariat is just as gloomy. It is a matter of course 
that the cost of the changed economic organization, of the in
creased international profit interest, and the desire of the German 
as well as of the Polish bourgeoisie to extract from the industry 
of Upper Silesia in the most rapid manner possible the millions 
squandered in the lying campaigns conducted during the 
plebiscite period, will have to be borne by the proletariat. The 
market for the mining products of Upper Silesia, no matter 
whether from the German or Pohsh regtons is not so secure for 
the future as was the case up to now. Belgian competition is 
already a great menace to Upper Silesia. World market prices 
have been reached. Every improvement in the German mark, 
which according to the Treaty is to be the chief exchange medium 
in Polish Upper Silesia during the next 15 years, can deprive 
thousands of workers of their daily bread. As for the Polish 
side it cannot be seen how the new Upper Silesian competition 
will effect ete Polish iron industry, which up to now has been 
protected by tariff walls against Germany. Polish industry, 
which in spite of its low currency is losing more and more of 
its ability to compete in the world market on account of its 
()bsolete methods of production and is suffering from increasing 
t• ~mployment, must wi:hout doubt now be threatened by the 
Upper Silesian mining industry which is technically much more 
~icient. One can now understand why bourgeois Poland today 

looks at Soviet Russia with quite different eyes. Cn account of 
its inability to compete in the West, it is compelled to look for 
new markets in the East. But in consequence of Poland's depen
dence upon militarist France it is quite uncertain what the future 
will bring in this connection. 

As is the case throughout the whole world the capitalist 
offensive aiming at the prolongation of the working day and the 
lowering of wages has set in with redoubled intensity in Germ~m 
and Polish Upper Silesia. Poland has made all preparations for 
the abolition of the eight-hour day by passing an Act in the 
Sejm in .March 1922 which permits a ten-hour working day. The 
capitalist attack will hit the workers the more severely, will prove 
to them the more quickly how they have been bamboozled by 
nationalist lies and will revolutionize them the more certainly as 
during the plebiscite period mountains of gold were promised t() 
them if they would only vote for this or that "fatherland". 

In the first place the question of taxation will become most 
acute for the proletariat in German and Polish Upper Silesia. 
Whilst on the German side the screw of taxation will be turned 
with increasing pressure, on the Polish side Article 5 of the new 
Polish Autonomy Law, which grants Polish Upper Silesia local 
autonomy, provides that the general taxation laws of the republic 
are to be applied immediately to the " liberated areas". 

The tasks of the Communists of Upper Silesia are in view 
of these conditions clearly set forth in that they must to a greater 
degree titan hithert<> act as a mouthpiece to voice the daily 
increasing misery and suffering of the masses. Through the 
capitalist offensive with its wage reductions, prolongation of the 
working day and unemployment, through the pressure of taxation 
and increasing prices and throu~h the extension of nationalist 
terror, the masses will finally realize that nationalism has thrown 
them into this misery and that only the proletarion united front 
on the basis of the class struggle can lead them out of 
their misery. 

· Furthermore, capitalist frontiers like those artifically 
drawn in Upper Silesia cannot be considered by Communists as 
insurmountable barriers to united action. In German as ill 
Polish Upper Silesia there will be Communists whose fidelity 
has been proved in previous struggles, who will perhaps be com. 
pelled to make a change in their organization but will have to 
play a great historical part as the unifying element for the 
proletariat of Poland and Germany and as a bridge from the 
East to the West for the advancing World Revolution. 

I THE LABOR MOVEMENT 

To the Transport Workers, 
Lonushoremen, Dock Workers and 

Seamen of all Countriesl 
Comrades! 

After the destruction of immense quantities of goods in the 
world war, world capitalism had been pushed into the defensive 
by the productive proletariat. Meanwhile, however, as a con
sequence of a complete misunderstandin~ of its historic tasks on 
the part of the proletariat, world capitalism was able to re. 
construct itself so far that the productive working class may 
expect intensified oppression in the future. It is true that even 
by its consolidation capitalism could not overcome the general 
economic crisis; if at all, capitalism will only be able to do it 
by an exploitation of the proletarian masses whtch will be un. 
equalled m history. A balance of private capitalist interests is 
impossible both on a national and on an international scale; 
capitalism is only united in its struggle agaimt the proletariat. 
Only the abolition of the present system can save labor 
from falling victim to the mcreasing economic crisis, only 
the establishment of an economic order which is based upon 
the cooverative system assures the further existence of the toiling 
population and of all its goods and cultural acquisitions. The 
establishment of a united front which fights for a society of this 
nature must be accelerated so as to prevent increasing misery 
in time. 

Transport is one of the most important factors of world 
economy. With the exception of Russia, transport in all countries 
is servmg the capitalist system. More and more the intention 
of concentrating capital to denationalize those branches of trans
port which are still under the control of the state becomes evident. 

Before the war, in practically no country did the rail· 
waymen's organizations have the right of coalitioo. Where suclt 
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organizations e::isted at all, they were under the influence of 
superior employees and were far from being proletarian organi
zations. Only the increasing misery, under which large masses 
of employees are now suffering, has compelled sections of the 
transport proletariat to use methods of struggle which they 
formerly refused. The proletarization and revolutionizing of the 
rai!waymen and o~her backward sections of the transport prole
tanat, correspondmg with the increasing pauperization, are 
steadily progressing. Their aim is to make the means of 
transport ou land and water serve the broad masses of workers 
and employees; this can only be accomplished by unity of all 
sections of this proletariat. 

lt must be the highest aim of an International Transport 
:Workers' Federation to serve this aim. 

If we ask ourselves whether the existing International in 
:Amsterdam can be considered as an instrument of struggle such 
as that, we must certainly answer in the negative. When in 1919 
this International was reorganized after the breakdown of the 
International in the wa:r, and when at that occasion the British 
Transport W<_>~kers' Federation showed some enthusiasm, we hoped 
that the pohttca~ trend toward the Left and its consequence, 
a proletanan pohcy, would be victorious within the organization. 
Unfortunately the experiences of recent years proved that none 
o.f the leaders of the International Transport Workers' Federa
hon ~ert: really willing to build up a capable international 
orgamzatwn of transport workers. To-day we must question 
~mrselves ~~ether leaders like fimmen, etc., are capable of Jead
mg the n.uhtant transport workers towards victory. Also the 
seamen w1ll ask themselves whether the International Seafarer' 
fe_derati?n under, the. leadership of the social-patriot, Havelock 
:Wilson, 1s a body whtch can stand for the international interests 
of the sailors of all countries. There is no doubt .about the 

. answer t? this question. Both organizations with their leaders 
were unhl now the only true hisdrance to a final, international 
organization of the transpo. rt proletariat. They are carefully 
avoiding the methods of class struggle for the conquest of 
power by the proletariat. Their entire authority and their in· 
fluence 1s being directed against those ranks of the working 
class who are determined to wage consisting class war. They 
refuse to form a united front with the militant transport workers 
an~ avoi~ ~very opportu~ity of establishing it. Every organi· 
~attor! w1thm the ~ederahon that developes towards revolution, 
IS bem.g expell~ ,rom the Am~terdam International; existing 
revolutH>nary umons are not bemg admitted. At conventions 
and conferences nobody is admitted who not only uses the word 
"class struggle" but also practises it. Openly and in secret 
they are carrying on a fight against the members of their own 
class. Thereby they support, of course the interests of capi
talism. Thus for instance the Dutch T~ansport federation has 
been expelled by the l~temational Transport Workers federation 
because a representative of the former had participated in the 
Moscow Con$"ress. Both the All-Russian Transport Workers' 
Federation w1th its membership of 1,500 000 and the Bulgarian 
Transport Workers' Federation are not admitted, and not allowed 
to take part !n ~onferences. The 9erman Schiffahrtsbund, the 
largest orgam~ahon of German satlors, is not admitted to the 
:rransport Alhance, because it is not willing to submit to the 
mfluence of the German Transport Workers' Union and to 
abandon the policy of class struggle. 

. In his interview wiwth Stinnes, Havelock Wilson gave 
!l luc1d proof of what he considers advocating pn:,letarian 
mterests. 

It is vain lo expect from this side a support of the united 
front., Only . by a revolutionary development of the workers 
themselves wdl the united front be enforced. In order to lead 
the way, a group has been formed to take the initiative for the 
convocation of au international conference. The vital problems 
of the formation of a united intemational organization of the 
transport w~rkers on land and water must be dealt with and 
~;olved at t~1s conference. By joint action, further splits and 
Jsolated achons of smgle groups and organization of transport 
workers must be preventell. All necessary measures must be 
taken for the. transformation of the International Transport 
Workers' Fedration into a powerful, international organization 
of class struggle. 

The group consists of representatives of the All-Russian 
Transport Workers; Federation, the Dutch Transport Workers' 
Federation and the German Schiffahrtsbund. 

. We !lsk your organization to take part in this conference. 
ft.n 1mmedtate a!!swer whether you inten:il to pa. rticipate or not 
is urgently reqUired, as the conference which will be followed 
by a conference of representatives of sailors is intended to be 
held at the end of June. The necessary information upon agenda, 

participators, place and precise date of the conference will then 
immediately be dispatched to you. 

All letters should be addressed to Landtagsabgeordnete 
Geschke, Berlin C. 54, Rosenthaler Strasse 38, Germany. 

Gennan Schiffahrtsbund. 
Dutch Transport Workers' Federation. 

AU-Russian Transport Workers' Federation. 
Hamburg, April 26th, 1922. 

The 1st of May in Italy. 
by Amadeo Bordiga (Rome). 

In view of the fact that the 1st of May this year fell 
during the Genoa Conference, the Italian Government sent cut 
very slringe!l~ instructions to. the chiefs of police, prohibiting any 
and all pohhcal demonstratiOns. The Fascisti announced that 
they looked upon the 1st of May and upon all demonstrations 
connected with it as 1n anti-Fascisti provocation· through their 
meagre organization within the unis they made' an attempt to 
shift the workers' holiday to the 21st of April, thus turning it 
into a solemn fiasco. They even announced that they would 
oppose all proletarian processions. 

The organization of worker's demonstrations was assigned 
fo . the local commi,ttees of t~e 1lliance of Labor which com
pnses all the umon orgamzat10ns. To the demonstrations 
that wer~ organized. by these Committee~, the Syndicalists, the 
Commumsts, the Soc1ahsts and the Repubhcans sent their respec· 
tive speakers. 

On thi~ occasion the Communist Party issued its manifesto, 
and offert:d Its own. or~aniz~tion and all means at its disposal 
to ~he allied orgamzat10ns, m the eventuality that they should 
dec1de to demonstrate publicly in spite of the prohibitions and 
threats of the Government and Fascisti. But this offer was 
nearly everywhere rejected. In its manifesto the Communist 
Par~y analyzed t~e present J?Olifi~l situation and reaffirmed the 
tacttcs of the Th1rd International 111 favor of the united front as 
well as its own meassures in Italy, with a view of rendering' the 
Allia_nce o_f Labor an t;ffective and ~ey<_>lutionary organization. As 
a vo1ce of protest agamst the proh.b1t10n of the Government the 
¥ilan Committee of Alliance of Labor, whose majority is S~ia
hst, and that of Turin, whose majority is Communist proposed 
the calling of a gene~al strike throughout Italy. ' 

The demonstrations assumed an imposmg character even 
when they were supposed to be of an unofficial nature. All wor
kers and peasants remained away from work; even the railway
men, .to whom the government had made some concessions cy 
reducmg the. numper of trains, declared their complete abstinence 
f~om work, m ~p1te of the .many threats by the Fascisti and the 
a1d of the soldiers and sailors. They paralyzed the entire ser
vice in spite of the official lies, a fact testifies to their admirable 
S!Jlidarity. In the ~reat industrial centers as well as in the 
VIllages, the proletanan meetings were imposing and roused the 
greatest enthusiasm. The collisions between the workers and the 
Fascisti who attacked the workers were numerous. There were 
many proletarian victims, but the characteristic feature of ::1e 
~ay wwas the. rising spirit of combat among the workers, which 
m turn explams the fact that the Fascisti suffered so large a 
number of dead and wounded . 

T~e .speaker~ of the Communist Pa~y developed the con
crete pnncrples wh1ch the party supports m favor of the united 
front; at the same time they openly criticized the other parties 
and everywhere met with huge success. 

Our Party was chiefly responsible for the efficient propa
ganda among the masses1 as well as for the struggle against 
the Government and Fasc1sti reaction. 

As a result of the events that took place, the proletarians of 
many towns and the Communist Trade Union Committees 
issl!ed the formal ~roposal that the Alliance of Labor declare a 
natwnal general stnke, but the Central Committees of the organi
za}ions whose majority consists of Socialists and Anarchists 
reJected this motion and contented themselves with issuing a 
platonic protest 

. In reporting the results of the demonstrations, the Com· 
mumst Press emphasized the success obtained, for it was really 
a great experience for the united front tactics and it gave the 
grt;at masses an opportunity to reunite, thereby raising the prole. 
tanan morale. On the other hand, it was pomted out that what 
was lackinl{ was - unify of organization. This shortcoming 
manifeste<! Jtself in the organization of the meetings particularly 
on the pomt of proletarian defense. Howewer, this opportunity 
w~s taken advantage of, and a campaign was launched for the 
remforcement of the Alliance of Labor, in its organization as 
well as in its tactics. 
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It wtll he the tn£k cf. the Italian Communist Party to lend 
to this g:eat mass movement that rose so spontaneously an effec
tive uaity of Ierrd<'rship in tile revolutionary sense, always tearing 
away a part of th~ masses from the detrimental influence of the 
oppcrltmistic leaders, who already see themselves defeated on 
the political field by the Communist tactics. In spite of themselves, 
they see the near approach of the revolutionary insurrection 
of the ltitlian proletariat. 

~ THE INTERNATIONAL J 

The Minority in ihe National Council 
of ihe French communist Party. 

by Albert Treint (Paris). 
For the first time the opposition in the French Communist 

Party appeared in its true light at the National Council of 
·April 23rd, participated in by those comrades who are in full 
accord with the Third International and by those who seek to 
veil their discord with it. 

The crisis latent since the Third World Congress, is de
veloping irresistibly in the French Party. In order to understand 
it we must for a moment examine the past. 

At Tours, the movement that carried the masses from the 
old party towards the Third International was so powerful that 
even those who were opposed to adhesion felt themselves over
powered, and they rallied to Communism by virtue of their poli
tical oportunism. 

For srveral months, the reorganization of the party and 
1he fight against the dissidents occupied first place in the acti
vity of the party, and it is clear that this work required all its 
energy. 

. This period of struggle, engendered in the party-masse&, 
which are too little penetrated by doctrine, a simple ideolo1rn 
Communism displaced by Allti-ltissEdence. 

The Third Congress, decided in accord with the French dele
gation to give the Frenc~ Pf!rty a firm ~irection, ~s .it. ?id. to 
all the others, and to lend 1t life and capacity for raptd mltiattve; · 
in short, to give it direction enabling it not only to steer the 
Party but also to conduct the struggles of the French proletariat. 

At this point the crisis began, at first very mildly. The 
Left Communist wwg flew first towards the opportunistic Right, 
ihen towards the extreme Anarchist Left These two elements 
were carrying on a common fight against the Presidium, against 
1he control of the press, and against democratic centralization 
·.vhich was laht>led by them " oligarchical centralization"· In
stead they propa[!ated federalism. which was baptized by them, 
11 democratic centralisation'' 

This campaign fmtnd open expression in the organ, the 
'}uurnal du Peuple. The Center of the party, in control of respon
sible posts, acquiesced in this campaign. 

Thus it was that at Marseilles, the masses of the party; 
runningly deceived as they were, elected a Central Ccmnrittee m 
which the Communist Left received a blow in the person of 
Souvarine, and which also contained some masked but resolute 
4lpponents of the International. 

For fear. of shaking the young party too rudelv .td in 
the hope that the crisis would subside and in favor of Commu
Dism the Left was too slow in seizing the Party. 

At Marseilles it was necessary to sound the alarm. That 
was the meaning of ~h.e resignations of Loriot, Treint, Vai~lant
Couturier, and Duno1s 

The Third International called upon the delegates of the 
party and upon those that resigned to come and air their disa
greement before the Moscow Congress. 

The Trotzky motion explicitly condemned the anti-Com
munistic campaign carried on within the party, and also expl!ci
tly condemned the complaisance of the Center towards these 
campaigns. 

Under the moral pressure of the International the Central 
Committee of the party soon set to work, expelled. Fabre, the 
editor of the journal du Peuple, and urged its members to contri
:mts to this organ during the trial period. 

Those who had handed in their resignation theu agreed to 
e1ter into the Centra} Committee to accomplish their assigned 
'tasks witbou discord. 

The Trotzky motion aimed at the displacement of the l::loc 
consistin~ of the Center and the Right against the Left, by a 
bloc ofthe Center and the Left against the ~ight. . 

It constituted a pact concluded between the Center and· 
the Left, based upcn the struggle against the Right, and upon 
the carrying into effect of the Internat-ional's decesions. 

At Marseiles and since Marseilles, the masked adversanes 
of the International took advantage of the united front and tur
ned it into a weap.'n against the Communist Left and against 
the Interna tiona!. 

In our own press, the united front was represented as 
the equilvalent of a Left bloc and charactenzed as the surrender 
of our organic independence and as a poor tactical move for 
the workers of the West; but they declared that such a move 
was necessary for the safe-tv of the Russian Revolution. The 
united front was also characterized as the loosening of the 
principles of Communism and as the rebirth of opportunism and 
reformigm The nature of the Workers' Government that was 
planned for Germany was identified with parliamentary coope
ration of Communists and the bourgeoisie 

The comrades of 1he Center participated more or less in 
this work of deformation. The Communisi Left was rarely given 
the opportunity of voicing its opinion in our papers. The more 
negative, sterile and sentimental constituents of the anti-dissi
dent ideology were artificially retained, tended aJ;d encouraged lo 
grow. The united front was represented as the fraternization of 
the Communist chiefs with Noske, the assassin of so many Com
munist workers. 

In spite of the promise made by Cachin before the Moscow 
Congress, according to which the French party was to carry 
out the decisions of the Enlarged Executive Committ~, the cam
paign against the united front went on until the Naf~n11 Council 
met. There was there erected in the drawing up of the motions 
as weii as in the vQting a bloc of the Center and the Right against 
the Left. In the Resolutions Committee, the discussion between 
the Center and the Righl tu.-ned on the question whether the 
words ·• brotherly cooperation with the International", should 
be retained or not. The Right accepted the retention o' this 
expression as a polite formality. This is something like the 
fortnightly post-card of the Italian Socialist Party to Moscow, 
of whi<:h Mgdigliani spoke before Livorno. 

The Party should not be deceived by the verbal assm'ances 
of fidelity to the International, and the Center should choose 
between the .anti-Communist Right and Moscow. 

Of coursP the Communist Left does not Jose sight of the 
difficulty of applying the united front in France. Due to the 
refotmists; the French proletariat suffered great defeats in 1919 
and in April and May 1920, as well as in the textile strike of 
'1921. The political split of Tours and the recent Syndicalist split 
have created among organized workers, a psychology hostile to 
the united front, in the political as well as m the economic field. 
In France the capitalist ofiensive is not yet strong enough to 
necessitate a united front of the working class and the tactical 
wisdom. of such a move therefore does not yet appear ill all 
its clearness. 

But these clifficulties should not be taken advantage of to 
turn the united front into a weapon of attack against the Inter
national. An.ti-dissidence is a negative virtue. It cannot take the 
place of Conul1Unism. It works well when the main question is 
one of pointing to the errors and weaknesses of the past, and of 
guarding against possible errors and weaknesses in the future. 

On the other hand, it is fatal if it hinders proletaria'l unity 
of action, that unity of action which is beneficial to Communism, 
not by any mediocre combination of naive Macchiavellism, but 
because it constitutes an historical truth. 

For the Second and 2% lnternationals for Amsterdam, 
there is a trap in the united front. It is that trap which history 
lays for ~hose parties who attempt to procceed against 
historical truth. 

The dificulties in applying the united front to France 
should be better defined in order that they be better overcome. 

We must ask: 
Is the capitalist offensive in France growing, as is 

the casr in the rest of the world? 
·Is it or is it not true· that Communism speaks the_..-

truih about the development of the class strug~rle, and 
should it or should it not therefore aprear to the fighting 
worli.ing dass as the only doctrine capable of leading the 
proletariat towards complete liberation? 

Are there or are there not still some workers behind 
the reformist C.Q.T. and behind the dissenting parties? 

Again, is it or is it not possible through mere pro
paganda to separate these deceived workers from their bad 
chiefs? 

Is the experience of the struggle against capital 
going to be fa•;orable or detrimental to this separation? 

Do the unorganized masses comprehend our doc
trina-l divisions or not? 

... ls the independent action of the organizations an 
obstacle .to the eutrance of the he()itating and backward 

. workers into·· the struggle, or not? 
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Are agreements between the various organizations 
for a definite action favorable or detrimental to the 
action of the great proletarian masses? · 

Is it of greater advantage to Communism to find 
itself facing an inert mass or a fighting mass? 

Is the C.G.T.U. for or against the united front? 
Have the French Communists in thl! last year done 

everything they could for the maintenance, Consolidation 
and extension of Communist influence in the unions, or 
not? 

Have they or have they not permitted the Anarcho
Syndicalists to dominate the unions? 

Should the French Communists take. advantage of 
their rights as labor uniomsts to propagandize the doc
trines of the International within their unions, or not? 

Should or should not the Communist Party permit 
itself to be towed by the other organizations ven when the 
latter are in the wrong? . . 

Should or should . not the Communist Party be . 
the guide of the proletariaat? 

Should it or should it not, for the purpose of ful
filling its mission and directing the struggle of. the pro
letariat towards the revolution, inspire conficence by 
always seizing the initiative in actions of t}te working 
class? · 
To put thes~ questions is to answer them. 
Besides, we know that the French proletariat is not the 

only one in the world, and that it solidarizes with the workers of 
all countries. . 

A great world ·battle is bein~ carried on under the slogan 
of the united front. Everywhere, particularly in Germany. which 
is so near to its revolution, such a battle IS beneficial to Com
munism, and the rival lntern.atio .. als orenly or secretly sabotage 
tbe united proletarian . front. . · · · 

In rejecting flte united. front, would the French party be 
willing to furnish the Second International with a pretext for 
thifting the responsibility for the sabota~e upon the Cooummist 
International which is responsible for its French section? 

This is the significance of the minority motion of the 
National Council. 

Will it be said of us that we have hurt the French Party? 
Above the Party, there is Communism, and the Party is worth 
something in our eyes only if it is is a living and active instru
ment of Communism. 

And Communism is void of all meaning if it leads a party 
action. It acquires meaning only when it carries on a class 
action. Communism, when served by. the Party, cannot btrl be 
a doctrine animating and coordinating the efforts of the entire 
working class arrayed in battlefront against capitalism. 

THE RED TRADE UNION 
INTERNA. TIONA.L 

To the Miners_ Transport Workers. 
Seamen and Rafiwaymen of the 

World! 
ITo the Particular Attention of the Workers of England, 

France, Belgium and Germany! 

The drama of last year's miners' strike in England is re
peating itself in the great American coal strike. The British 
coal strike was brokea because the bourgeoisie exercised inter
national solidarity and the miners did not support their: class 
comra:ies standing in the midst of a bitter defensive struggle by 
preventing the transportatioo and delivery of strikebreaker coaL 
The strike of the British coal miners was turned into a .defeat 
with the aid of German reparations coal, with coal from France, 
Belgium and the Saar. · 

Now the world bourgeoisie is organizing the transport of 
Britisch, French, Be!gian and German coal to. America in order 
to subject the American coal min~rs just as the Engiish miners 
were subjected in 1921. 

Miners of the world! How long. will you allow this? ·One 
after another you are being defeated in your difficult struggle for 
existence, for your bit of bread.. The InternationalFederation of 
Mineis and Transport Workers is doing nothing to prevent ihe 

defeat of the American miners. Just as in the English coal strike, 
they are passively looking on while the fight of the American 
miners is being turned into a defeat by the shipment of British 
strikebreaker coal. 

Since the leaders whom you still suffer are doing nothing to 
prevent this new disaster, we call upon you either to compel these 
leaders to organize the international struggle or immediately to 
hinder the transport and shipping of scab coaal to America with
out the leaders of the International Federation of Miners and 
Transport Workers. 

Hold meeting everywhere; control the consumption of the 
coal you produce and prevent by all means your labor from being 
utilized to reduce the wages of your American class brothers 
and take the bit of bread out of their mouths. 

Miners! Get into touch at once with the transport 
workers, the railwaymen and the seamen, in order to aid them in 
exercising international solidarity. The seamen, railwaymen and 
transport workers must refuse to transport coal to America. 

Railwaymen, Seamen and Transport Workers! Help the 
miners! 

Workers, Class Comrades! If yoa do not help yourselves, 
no one will help you. Learn from your defeats; close your: ranks 
for joint action. The adherents of the Red Trade Union Inter· 
national in your countries will help you to organize this defensive 
struggle! 

Long live the internatiooal solidarity of the wworking class! 
For the Executive Bureau 

of the Red Trade Union Internatiooal, 
If einrich Brandler. 

The Central Committee of the Red Trade 
Union Intematioual on the Conveninv of 

an Iniemational Conference. 
(R.T.U.I.) After exhaustive discussion of the -proposal of 

the Norwegian National Organisation with regard to the conve
ning of an International Conference of representatives of the 
Amsterdam International and the Red Trade Union Intf!mational 
for the purpose of jointly working out forms and methods of 
fighting against the capitalist offensive, the Central Coolmittee 
of the Red Trade Union International declares: 

1.- The steps taken by our Norwegian comrades for the 
practical realization ()f the united battlefront of the 
whole organized proletariat of the world are exactly in 
the same direction as those of the Executive Bureau of 
the Red Trade Union International which has already 
repeatedly called upon the leaders of the International 
Trade Union Federation in Amsterdam to take up a 

'tinifed struggle on the definite questions of the day, 
without however receiving any adequate response from 
the other side. 

2.- Notwithstanding, the Central Committee of the Red 
Trade Union International declares its willingness to 
take part in an International Conference to which the 
Coummunist International ·invites all Communist and 
Socialist Parties and trade union organizations, as well 
as to parbcipate in an International Trade Union Con· 
ferenct in order to organize in common the resistance to 

. th~ capitalist offensive and imperialist reaction. 
3.- The Central Committee authorizes the Executive Bureau 

to get into communication on this question with those 
organizations who take the initiative for the convenig 
of this conference. 

4,- All organizations affiliated to the R~ Trade Uni<!ft 
International who can formulate prac!lcal proposals m 
this connections are invited to submit these proposals to 
the Executive Comittee to enable them to be discussed in 
detail and worked out in a regular manner. 

5.- No organization belonging to the Red Trade Union 
International shaH take part in any kind of Conference 
or Congress without the participation of the official 
representath·es of the Red Trade Union International. 

In conclusion the Central Committee proposes that lite 
Norwegian "National .Organization'·' draw up a concrete 
plan of action which in its or"nion can serve as a basis 
for .the international action o the Red Trade Union and 
Amsterdam Internationals. 
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To the Workers of Esthonia! 
Comrades! 

The so-called d~mocratic government of Esthonia, once 
more reveals itself in its true light as a power of the reactionary 
peasants, barons and property owners as well as insolent White 
Guardist speculators. 

As. an offering to these \Vhite Guardist speculators on the 
lst of May it determined en the destrudion of tlze ·workers' 
organizations-including among these the trade unions-the eon
fiscation of the workers' press and wholesale arrests of the most 
active and foremost fighters for the workiag-class, including the 
workers' representatives in Parliament. The acme; however; Of its 
shameful acts was the torturing and shoot:ng of the esteented an·d 
devoted leader of the Esthonian working-class, Comrade Victor 
l(ingisepp after a quasi-court martial verdict. Thls brutal act 
J.vas accomplished by some members ofthe got•errzment who with 
their adherents were preserved by the same Comrade, l(ingisepfJ 
from being lynched by the populace at the time of the -breaking 
up of the Sejm (towards the end of 1917). 

By the declaration of protest and sympathgtic . .strikes you 
have already given fitting answer to this shameful and ~owardly 
murder. May the bourgeoisie know and feel that the murdeting 
aml torturing of men is not calculated to kill the idea of eman
cipation of the working class from ·the yoke of·. capital. 3e 
assured therefore that the entire sympathy and support of the 
revolution::ry proletariat of the whole world is behind you. 

· Let us reply to the White Terror of the Esthonian Govern-
ment by closing the proletarian ranks along the line of the united 
front sun· more firmly. As. an answer, let us work even n'~re 
energetically for the creation and strengthening· of the organi
zation of the united front of the trade unions. We reply ·with 
the inflexible revolutionary struggle until. complete ,victory! Only 
upon the ruins of the capitalist. citadel can we think of resting 
from the fight! 

Honour and renown to all the fallen in this fight! 
The continuation of their struggle is the best means of 

preserving them in. memory. 
Dozens and hundreds of fighters must step into the shoes 

of each individual fallen! · 

The Executive Bureau of the Red Trade Union International. 
A. Lozovsky, General Secretaryj ' 

I IN THE CAMP OF O~ENEMIES I 
Paul Boncour. 

. by Ec:·fs Souvarine (Moscow). 
Although France is the blessed land of barristers, the 

yello~ Int~rnatio!Jals di~ ~ot find it very easy to discover anyone 
m thetr !Jlldst ~Ith suffiCI~nt courage to defend, as a Soci~Iist, 
the Russtan Social Revolutionary Party before the revolutionarY 
tribu!lal. In fact the barrister of their choice, Paul .Boncour, \Vas 
aryp.{)mted more on the strength of his '.'naivete" than his 
courage. , . . 

Paul Boncour is a former and future minister of the bour
geoisie. He made his mark in politics at the time of his 
S~cretaryship in the Waldeck-Rousseau Ministry wh~n he devoted 
htmself !a the movement for t}le introduction of trade union 
Jegislat'on among the State. officials. He had what is termed 
"a brilliant ca~e;" in the field of politics, became deputy, and 
nub. se~uently. Mimster of Labor. Howev.er; this career received 
a senous cgeck in 1914 when Paul Boncour was defeated at t11e 
elections. · 
. . To be or not to be 3 deputy is a matter of the ·O"reatest 
Importance for a French politicain No political career., can be 
made outside ·Parliament. Hence, Paul Boncour went back to 
obscurity until another election returned him again to the Chamber 
of J?eputies. He h.ad emerged from it under a modestly Re
pubhcan label, and he returned to it under. the bolder label of 
Socialism. · · · · , 

· For _in the meantime J>:.ul 6onco11r had joil,led the Socialist 
P11rtr. wluch was und~r the lead~)'sh.ip of Ren;uidel, · Alilfrt 
Thomas, Miircel Sembat, not to mention ·the two veterans Vaillant 

; ' .• , __ . ' - ,.. : ' . 

. and }tiles Guesdes who had lost all faculty of understanding the 
new tr~nd of events. Thus Paul Boncour's adhesion to patriotic 
:refor.nu~t and p~tty-bourgeois Socialism is only of recent date: 
But lt ts O•lly nght to say that it was !lot Paul Boncour \'> h() 
a4hered t? the Soc1alist Party, but that it was rather the Socialist 
Party whtch adhered to the bourgeois-republican views of Paul 
Boncour. 

In fact, Paul·Boncour haa not changed. It 1s the ::.o~ialist 
·party which has renoun~ed tht class struggle, has betrayed the 
mterests of thr proletanat, has made common cause with the 

· ~mperiali~t ~?urgeoisie and. has given its support to the " useiul 
mter~entwn of the reactw~ary Entent~ agai!lst revolutionary 
Rus~ta. Thus Paul Boncour IS not a socJal-tra1tor, but a social

. pa!J!ot, an avowed opportunist who never dissimulated his 
,~pmwns by revolutionary phraseology. He cannot be accused, 
hke Renaudel and Sche1demann, of having abjured his opinions 
of yesterday. Personally, he is not responsible for the fact that 

. the old de~~riorat~d french Socialist Party has descended to the 
level of Mihof!koff s Party, and after the war, to that of Savinlwv. 
. . . T~e duef cha_ra~teri~tic<> of people like Paul Boncour are 
the1r. be!Ief that ~oc1ah~m !S the normal and logical issue of the 

:bourgeoiS repubhc, J?Crfectwn of bour~eo:s democracy. L-'" ;~e 
they are the Left Wmg of the Repubhcan Parties, they imagine 
that they are the Party of the proletariat. The latter showed 
the!ll that they were mi_staken by_ boycotting their Party and 
thetr Press and by formmg the Communist Party which is the 
only re~l and conscious revolutionary force. As to Paul Boncour's 
Party, Impregnated as it is with. parliamentary traditions, allen 
to the class 1dea and· concerned above all with the interests oi 
·the " Nation", the utmost it cim do is-to form a reservoir of 
~eputies and ministers for the bourgeoisie. The fact that people 
.hke Paul Boncour call themselves Socialists is a proof that they 
:have not the least idea of what modern Socialism is and that 
they still cling to the conception of the forties of the last 
centurys. 

. Paul Boncour is not only a clever politician but also a 
barnster of repute. The consensus of opinion is that he is a 
brilliant orator but when .put. into print, his oratory does .JOt 
_amou!'lt to very much. In other w.or:'s .nature has ;;ndc wed h;m with 
dra:m_atic giHs, a fascinating personality (which conjures up the 
·cia~sJc .type of. the jacobin.) an insinuating voice, in fact with 
evervthmg wh1ch ensures the applause of a. select audience. 
Profetarian ·audiences, as a rule,. demand something else, wh:ch 
Paul Boncour is unable to give them. As barrister, he made 
a name esp¢cially · by . his part in the trial of '" ,.f!s' 
assassin when he pleaded in the name of the family and of the 
friends of the victim. · 
. !t is in con~ection with t~is trial that one is justified 
m saymg that jaures was .assassmated a s~cond time-by the 
man who was called upon to glorify his memory. Paul Boucoul· 
endeavoured to prove to the bourgeois court of justice that 
Jaun~s was not the supposed legendary revolutionary, but above 
all a good ·patriot, nay even a specialist in the question of 
'·' National Defense", namely of the defense of the interests of 
French capitalism andimperialism. He surpassed himself in the 
~rt of ignoring the flame wltichinspired the thoughts. the words. 
~nd .the w_ritings of jaun!s, and in, onlv making use of the 
ashed. Moreover, he failed in his attempt "to make the bourcreois 
judges share his admiration of jaures, the patriot. The judgea, 
more perspicacious. than Paul Boncour, recognised the revolu
tionary ch. aracter of the part which Jaures flayed in the defenst! 
of the proletanan cause, and as defenders o the bourgeois order' 
they acquitted the ass:~ssin. 

. Such is· the man whom the Yellow Internationals have 
chosen- to defend ·the members o.f the Russian Socill.l Revolutionary 
Party. I said that he was probably chosen on the strength of 
his naivete The {act is th;1t qwing to his ignorance concerning 
Communism and his failure to unuerstood the real meaning of 
the Russian. Revolution, Paul Boncour sincerely believEs that 
tQ be a Social Revolutionary. one has only to fly the Social Revo~ 
l.l!tionary colours, just as one has only to join a party whiclt 
calls itself Socialist, that the divergences of opinion betw(·en. 
the S.R.'s the Bolsheviks represent only shades of the same 
?Pi.uion, and h~ fails to understand why one of these parties 
IS m power while the members of the other are emif{res abroad. 
What will he say when trial will have revealed to him the true 
character of the relentless campaigp of the Social Revolutionary 
·Party. against the first proletarian State? What will this m1n, 
;who extols the Jacobins, sav in defence of the Girondins and the 
Russian emigres? What will this spiritual descendant of th~ 
gr~at .Terrorists of 1793 .say. in ~rder. to deny the fighters of 
the great Russian Revolutwn the rtght to use the weapon of the 
revo!Qtionary Red Terror in order to crush the reactionary
White Terror? • · · . , 

Printe!J. by_ fric~{khsta4t-Dr"'elierei G. m. ·b. 11., oerliii . SW: 48. 
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